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Correspondence

Because of the present htigh cost of producing the Journal,
and the great pressure on our space, correspondents are
asked to keep their letters short.

Doctors' Telephones
SIR,--l could not agree more with my friend Mr. W.

Gissane (Supplement, February 12, p. 48) that a telephone
is necessary to a whole-time clinician. In pre-war days the
L.C.C. had a ruling that a non-resident whole-time phy-
sician or surgeon must be on the telephone. If this rule
were shown to one's income-tax inspector the rental was
allowed as a necessary expense.

Mr. Gissane's logic, however, is not clear over the ques-
tion of a motor-car. A whole-time director of a hospital
service must get to his hospital, sometimes quickly, and
not always at regular times. This, in legal eyes, is only a
question of getting there and he is not in the performance
of his duties until he is within the curtilage of the hospital.
If a whole-time consultant could claim, as a necessary ex-
pense, the cost of travelling from his home to hospital, the
logical deduction from this is that every single worker in
Britain should be allowed to claim his fares for travelling
from home to his place of employment. This point was
argued in the High Court of Justice in 1930 (case of Nolden
v. Walters). If the consultant has to make an urgent
journey to hospital outside his regular sessions he is entitled
to reclaim the cost of this journey from the regional board
or board of governors.

It is sometimes stated that a consultant holding a part-
time contract under the N.H.S. is treated differently in this
matter. If the consultant lives (as many do) some con-
siderable distance from his consulting-rooms where he
carries on practice, then he is not legally entitled to claim
travelling expenses from his home to his " place of work."
If this principle were allowed one could foresee, in the not-
far-distant future, a surgeon, wishing to live many miles
from his hospital and having a perfect right to claim as
expenses the cost of travelling to hospital by helicopter or
aeroplane.-I am, etc.,
London, W.I. HENRY K. VERNON.

Filling Practice Vacancies
SIR,-Since you publish practice vacancies in your columns

you may be interested in the following account. If not,
perhaps some of your readers who apply for similar
vacancies may like to know how things are likely to go.
A practice was recently offered for a husband and wife,

experienced general practitioners. From about 70 candidates
a short list of 9 couples were interviewed. Four of these
were husband and wife partnerships, two couples at least
having spent over five years in general practice already.
The "sitting tenants" were asked to make a recommenda-
tion, and they chose a couple who had been seven years in
general practice with obstetric experience, and both, inci-
dentally, with a record of war service. The executive
council finally allotted the practice to two men, one who
had been one year in general practice and the other who
was still a registrar in hospital. At the interviews heavy
weather was made of the fact that the wives had children.
But this surely is not unusual among married couples, nor
even need it be a handicap. All the wives admitted to
having good domestic help, and, as there were not two full
lists but only one and a half, the practice need not have
suffered.-I am, etc.,

"WOMAN PRACTITIONER."

Association Notices

Diary of Central Meetings
MARCH

2 Wed. Council, 10 a.m.
3 Thurs Homosexuality and Prostitution Committee,

10.30 a.m.
4 Fri. Joint Committee of the B.M.A. and the

Magistrates' Association, 10.15 a.m.
8 Tues. Constitution Committee, It a.m.
8 Tues. Joint Meeting of the Coroner-s and Medical

Witnesses Subcommittees, Private Practice Com-
mittee, 2 p.m.

10 Thurs. Psychological Medicine Group Committee, 2 p.m
16 Wed. Occupational Health Committee, 10 a.m.
17 Thurs. Charities Committee, 2.15 p.m.
30 Wed. Committee re Remuneration Policy, 2 p.m.
31 Thurs. Conference of Honorary Secretaries of Divisiona

and Branches, 10.30 a.m.

Branch and Division Meetings to be Held

BROMLEY DIVISION.-At Bell Hotel, Bromley, Wedniesday,
March 2, 7.45 p.m., annual general meeting; 8.15 p.m., discussion
on the examination of surgery premises introduced by Dr. Stephen
Taylor.
HARROW DIVISION.-At Rayners Hotel, Rayners Lane, Harrow,

Tuesday, March 1, 8.30 p.m., clinical meeting. Symposium:
" Modern Therapeutic Agents in Psychiatry." Speakers, Dr.
W. A. H. Stevenson, Dr. D. E. Sands, and Dr. Jonathan H.
Gould.
HARTLEPOOLS DIvISION.-At Staincliffe Hotel, Seaton Carew,

Wednesday, March 2, 8.30 p.m., meeting. Lecture by Dr. Michael
Ward: " Physiology of Everest."
HASTINGS DIvISIoN-.At Nurses' Home, Royal East Sussex

Hospital, Hastings, Tuesday, March 1, 8.15 p.m., meeting.
Address by Mr. Norman Capener: " The Changing Pattern of
Orthopaedics."
LAMBETH AND SOUTHWARK DIVISION.-At Lambeth Hospital,

Brook Drive, Kennington Road, S.E., Sunday, February 27,
11 a.m., clinical meeting.
LEWISHAM DIVISION.-At Lewisham General Hospital, High

Street, Lewisham, S.E., Friday, March 4, 8.30 p.m., meeting. Dr.
Alistair R. French: " Medico-Legal and Ethical Problems, or
When Doctors meet Lawyers."
MID-HERTS DIVISION.-At Wellington Court Clinic, Bricket

Road, St. Albans, Friday, March 4, 8.45 p.m., meeting.
ST. PANCRAS DIVISION.-At Committee Room C, B.M.A.

House, Tavistock Square, London, W.C., Wednesday, March
2, 8.30 p.m., meeting. Miss Gladys Hill: " Menstrual Dis-
orders "; Dr. Mary E. Egerton: " Vaginal Smear Techniques in
the Treatment of Some Cases of Menorrhagia." Members of the
City Division are invited.
SCUNTHORPE DIvISION.-At Scunthorpe and District War

Memorial Hospital, Wednesday, March 2, 8.30 p.m., meeting.
Professor H. N. Green: " Cancer-The Present Position."
TODMORDEN DIVISION.-At the Medical Centre, Todmorden,

Thursday, March 3, 4.15 p.m., business meeting.
WOOLWICH DIVISION.-At St. Nicholas' Hospital, Plumstead,

S.E., Tuesday, March 1, 8 p.m., clinical meeting. Members of
Greenwich and Deptford Division are invited.

S.H.M.O. Meetings
A meeting of Senior Hospital Medical Officers in the Liverpool

Region will be held on Monday, February 28, at 8 p.m. in the
Medical Institution, Mount Pleasant, Liverpool, 3.
A meeting of Senior Hospital Medical Officers in the Leeds

Region will be held on Friday, March 4, at 5.30 p.m. at the
Clinical Lecture Theatre of Leeds General Infirmary.
A meeting cf Senior Hospital Medical Officers will be held

in the Birmingham Region on Saturday, March 5, at 3 p.m. in
the Nurses' Lecture Room at Marston Green Maternity Hospital,
near Birmingham. The hospital is best approached from A452
between Castle Bromwich and Stonebridge.

Meetings of Branches and Divisions
CHELSSEA AND FULHAM DIVISION

The annual B.M.A. lecture was held at St. Stephen's Hospital,
London, S.W.10, on January 28. Colonel Harnett took the chair
and 40 members were present. The lecture was delivered by
Dr. K. Shirley Smith, who spoke on "Some Clinical and Thera-
peutic Aspects of Hypertensive Heart Disease."

Correclion.-The member of Council for Branches in the
Republic of Ireland for 1955-8 is J. C. McFeely, not J. C.
McFreely as printed in the Supplement "Association Notices"
(February 12, p. 50).
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