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CENTRAL PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORY
MINISTER OPENS NEW BLOCK

The Minister of Health, Mr. Iain Macleod, opened a new
block of laboratories at the Central Public Health Labora-
tory, Colindale, on January 15. Mr. Macleod, who was
introduced by Lord Limerick, Chairman of the Medical
Research Council, paid a tribute to all who worked in the
Public Health Laboratory Service.
He recalled that, before the war, there had been a very

haphazard service in this field. It had needed the whip
and spur of war to start the story, another page of which
was turned on this occasion. It was on the recommenda-
tion of the Committee of Imperial Defence that an emer-
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gency public health service had been set up. Although
fears of bacteriological warfare and widespread epidemics
were falsified, it had been realized that in peace as well
as in war there was an essential need for such a service.
It was a strange, casual, but very English way of meeting
a great need in the ordinary life of the country.
Mr. Macleod spent an hour inspecting the building and

learning about the work which was being carried out. He
said that he was most interested to see the various reference
laboratories. Some were main centres not only for this
country but for Europe, the Commonwealth, and even the
world for example, the Enteric Reference Laboratory.
" It is in such places as this," continued the Minister,
"that the weapons against disease are -to a large extent
fashioned and sharpened. It is strange, when so many new
diseases which used to be the scourge of this and other
countries have yielded their secrets, there are still diseases
like the common cold which defy us."

"A Microbiological Palace
Colonel H. J. Bensted, Director of the Central Labor-

atory, said that the service had first been established, seven
years ago, on the upper floor of a small Edwardian building.
Later it extended to the lower floor, but even so its cramped

conditions for working contrasted remarkably with the
present "microbiological palace."
The new building has been completed in two years. It

has enabled all departments to expand considerably, includ-
ing those which remain in the old building (occupied before
1946 by the Government Lymph Department). Each floor
is provided with sterilizing and wash-up kitchens, prepara-
tion rooms, and hot and cold rooms. There are special
experimental rooms for the investigation of air-hygiene
problems, and there are facilities for sterilizing the air
intake of some of the rooms and the air exhaust from
others where it may be contaminated by pathogenic bac-
teria or viruses. One entire floor is devoted to the study of
virus diseases. This includes a special low-temperature
suite consisting of chambers at 4° C., -30° C., and -70° C.
The following reference laboratories and special depart-

ments are contained in the new block and other buildings:
the Standards Laboratory for Serological Reagents and the
National Collection of Type Cultures (originally established
as M.R.C. units many years ago); the Central Enteric
Reference Laboratory; the Virus Reference Laboratory;
the Salmonella Reference Laboratory; the Food Hygiene
Laboratory; the Streptococcal and Staphylococcal Refer-
ence Laboratory; the Air Hygiene Laboratory; the Dysen-
tery Reference Laboratory; the Epidemiological Research
Laboratory; the Routine Department.

THE TECHNIQUE OF MEDICAL TEACHING
Another highly successful Conference-Course on the Tech-
nique of Medical Teaching was held at the Postgraduate
Medical School, Hammersmith Hospital, London, on
January 9 and 10. At the first session, presided over by
the Dean of the School, Dr. C. E. NEWMAN, methods of
group teaching were discussed in contrast to the formal
lecture.

Group Teaching
Dr. L. J. H. BURTON, medical adviser to the Central

Council for Health Education, offered some criticisms of the
formal lecture. Sir William Hamilton Fyfe had said, for
instance, "The lecture system has survived because it is
cheap and easy. The stimulating effect of the lecturer fades
away as soon as the lecture is over." And Sir John Simon,
75 years ago, declared that education was not something
which one man could receive passively from another, but
something which his own nature must grow forth most
actively to meet. Dr. Burton pictured the lecture-theatre
situation-the 40 minutes' lecture delivered behind the
barrier of a rostrum, the front seats of the theatre empty
and the back seats occupied by some whose interest was
obviously in other things. In contrast with this was the
discussion around the table, with its exchange of experi-
ences and information and with each person in the group
thinking actively in order that he should not disappoint
the others.
Group discussion was partly interpretative and partly

informative. It ensured that facts and opinions were
scrutinized from many different points of view. Each
student could fit his information into his own particular
frame of reference. Everybody learned in a different way,
and unless a teacher saw a problem in two or three different
ways he would miss at least nine-tenths of the audience.
Referring to the technique of group leadership, Dr. Burton
said it would generally be found that questions which
started with " How ? " "Why ? " or " What ? " stimulated
more useful discussion than vague questions which began
with " Do you think ? " The leader's main concern was to
encourage all members of the group to participate and
avoid the discussion being dominated by one aspect or
one personality.
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