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qualified" dentists, and, if so, how is the general public to
differentiate ? Brigadier Broderick owes it to his juniors
that they enjoy the same professional standing as he has
done during his professional life. It should be known that
it is necessary to acquire the same technical skill to fill both
temporary and permanent teeth, and the extraction of
temporary teeth is by no means always easy.
The dental schools are full of students training (four years

or more) to be fully qualified dental surgeons: are they to
be displaced to make room for these "dental nurses"?
The idea of utilizing dental nurses emanated from New
Zealand, where the conditions for their employment are
peculiarly suitable, but these conditions do not exist in this
country.-I am, etc.,

Newtown, N. Wales E. DAVIES-THOMAS.

SIR,-Brigadier R. A. Broderick (January 3, p. 43) has
mentioned that the British Dental Association is strongly
opposed to ancillary dental workers, but has failed to refute
its case in any way. He has assumed, perhaps quite unwar-
rantably, that the large numbers of children with badly
decayed teeth are owing to lack of skilled attention being
available. He seems to envisage the use of ancillaries in
general hospitals to provide " simple fillings " for those who
attend, probably both out-patients and in-patients being in-
cluded. Brigadier Broderick knows as well as any other
dental surgeon that spasmodic provision of fillings is worse
than useless, and that follow-up inspections and further fill-
ings are essential if further caries is not to destroy teeth
already filled. Without adequate follow-up patients lose
faith in fillings, and when a dental surgeon tries to persuade
'them to save teeth at a later stage they refuse point-blank
because they know fillings are "no good."

Brigadier Broderick has not said how he could define a
"simple filling," nor has he stated what distinguishes a
difficult extraction. Surely he is not suggesting that all
*deciduous teeth are easy to extract. Does he think dental
ancillaries could use hypodermic syringes in the mouth, and
avoid fragments of carious teeth from being inhaled under
general anaesthesia ? It would be interesting to know how
Brigadier Broderick would answer the British Dental Asso-
ciation's point that to train ancillaries would not increase
total dental man-power because the supply of dental
-teachers is limited and the effective life of women trained
in this kind of post is only 10 years; also what objections
he has to the British Dental Association's belief that the
most effective way to deal with the problem is to enlarge
existing dental schools and to turn out more fully qualified
-dental surgeons.-I am, etc.,

Birmingham. C. N. JEFFRIES.

POINTS FROM LETTERS
Puerperal Psychiatric Illness

Dr. ELLIS STUNGO (London, W.1) writes: I cannot agree with
Dr. R. E. Hemphill's emphatic assertion (December 6, 1952,
p. 1232) that pregnancy seems to insulate and protect women
from psychological and social stresses and strains of the greatest
severity." His comprehensive survey of puerperal psychiatric
illness was carried out on women delivered at maternity hospitals
the majority of whom were, no doubt, either enthusiastic potential
mothers, or, alternatively, multiparae who had accepted their preg-
nancies as a matter of course. My experience of pregnant women
has included many who for some reason were unwilling to have
the child, and the psychiatric conditions they exhibited have varied
-from mild reactive depressions to severe schizoid states. I have
seen so many cases of attempted suicide in unwillingly pregnant
women that I am convinced of their special vulnerability, and I
believe that the incidence of suicide in this category of case
-is high. I certainly agree that women who are desirous of having
children appear to enjoy a particular immunity to physical and
psychological ills, and I would suggest that the degree of " insula-
tion" varies directly with enthusiasm for their pregnancies. An
additional survey to that of Dr. Hemphill's valuable investigation,
which I am sure would prove most rewarding, might be con-
.ducted into the incidence of psychiatric illness in unwillingly
,pregnant women before, during, and subsequent to the puer-

perium. It would be interesting to ascertain the psychiatric
history and destiny of women denied a therapeutic abortion.
My experience is that a proportion of them either kill themselves,
become chronically ill, enter into unsatisfactory marriages with
detrimental repercussions on their mental health, or become
prostitutes, alcoholics, or delinquents. While the risk of
psychiatric illness must not be too readily invoked or exaggerated
by doctors sympathetic to the termination of a pregnancy in a
particular case, it must not be too lightly disregarded by those
antagonistic to interference with an otherwise normal pregnancy.
The welfare of the nation is involved either way, and research is
urgently indicated into the incidence of psychiatric illness in (a)
those women whose pregnancies are interrupted on psychiatric
grounds and (b) those compelled to carry on.

Second Attack of Chicken-pox
Dr. N. H. H. GOLLEDGE (Horam, Sussex) writes: I have had

the impression that genuine second cases of chicken-pox were
comparatively rare. I have just encountered an example in which
the interval between the two attacks was only six months. Both
attacks occurred in time of minor epidemic. On the first occasion
there was a moderate typical rash, but in the second attack there
was a severe eruption preceded by general constitutional upset
and headache for three days. The rash was again absolutely
typical in appearance and distribution. I should be interested to
know whether any of your correspondents have had a similar
experience.

Et all., etcc."
Dr. R. E. M. COKE-HARVEY (Berkhamsted) writes: Dr. A. J.

Jex-Blake (December 6, p. 1259) is baying down the scent of an
illusory " space-saving abbreviation for the printer." Whereas
" et al." for the singular " and another " is a real abbreviation
confirmed by time and use, the plural " and others " (" et alii ")
is more elegant and correct, and takes up no more space than
" et all." Moreover, if Dr. Jex-Blake wishes to write the neuter
form " and other things " (" et alia ") does he flee the Scylla
of the full form for the same old Charybdis of " et all.," thereby
causing a possible confusion ?

Remedy for Drunkenness
Dr. A. H. BARTLEY (Tumatumari, British Guiana) writes: I

wonder if any of your readers have ever used any of the intra-
venous barbiturates when confronted with a wildly excited,
abusive, and sometimes dangerous drunkard. As an orderly
medical officer in a British colonial hospital in 1948, I was fre-
quently called to deal with such types. They were somehow
more quarrelsome, noisy, and dangerous than those met with in
the United Kingdom. This of course may be due to the cheap
and poor quality liquor consumed. Since all forms of remon-
strance and sedation failed to quieten these cases, it occurred to
me that an intravenous barbiturate would be effective. I used
pentothal sodium I g. in 10 ml. distilled water given slowly, as
apnoea may occur if given quickly. Immobilization was easily
obtained with the assistance of the usually numerous onlookers.
The sudden change from bedlam to peace and quietness is so
marked that it makes one feel one has really done mankind a
service. . No dangers or side-effects have been met with in
the dozen or so cases I have dealt with.

Any Answers ?
Dr. JoHN C. GILLIES (Selby, Yorks) writes: Whoever has had

the good fortune to peruse the leading article entitled " The
Patient Tells His Story " (December 6, p. 1246) must have
observed with regard to the C.M.I. that it trespasses a trifle on-
the orthodox magnitude of such systems of interrogation. Scorn-
ing what we may designate as the customary O.P. investigation,
it positively swells into somal and psychical territories far and
away beyond the accepted frontiers. Picture to yourself the
harassed G.P., ill-tempered, short of time, his attention perforce
attracted by the dazzling phantoms of universal benevolence. All
other considerations drop from his mind what time he struggles
to grasp the collective interests of the species. No 195 questions
for such wretches as he who toil behind the testimonial curtain.
Only one question, essential, overriding, and universal, waits for
an answer, " Do you want a certificate ? "

Correction
It is regretted that the word " Foley " was wrongly inserted

in the last sentence of a letter from Mr. B. H. Page on " The
Catheter and the Prostate" (see Journal, December 27, 1952,
p. 1415), and this resulted in restricting the meaning of the
sentence. Mr. Page wished to draw attention to a complication
caused by various types of rubber catheter and probably least of
all by the Foley type.
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