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Correspondence
Homoeopathy

SIR,-The Royal London Homoeopathic Hospital has been
established, I understand, for a hundred years. Presumably
it is well equipped with laboratories and x-ray apparatus
for the investigation of disease. It seems a pity that some
physician or surgeon on its staff does not publish figures and
statistics for some disease treated solely by homoeopathy.
Scientific investigation requires exact figures. Without them
discussion is waste of time.-I am, etc.,

Eastbourne. S. A. MCSWINEY.

SIR,-May I add a few notes on this subject ?
The homoeopathic principle is made use of, although the

therapist seldom realizes it, and may even deny it, when
x rays are used for the treatment of carcinoma; vaccines
for microbial infections; spectacles for headaches; artificial
sunlight for dermati:is, classified or unclassified; and in a
large number of presctiptions which are just regarded as
good tips." The discovery that carcinomatous cells are

more vulnerable than normal ones, or any other " rational "

or "scientific" explanation, does not alter the fact that
the thing which is being used as a remedy is capable of
causing a lesion similar to the. one for which it is being
used as a cure. The minute dose is not an essential part
of homoeopathy.
Homoeopathy is not suitable for all types of minds. What

proportion of your readers would spend time inquiring if
the rheumatism is better or worse or uninfluenced by move-
ment, time of day, wind or rain, and what the patient's
reactions are to company, noise, sympathy, and similar
sti.nuli ? Yet all these, and more, may be necessary to
select the correct remedy. It is much simpler to give
salicylates. I have spent as much as two hours selecting
the remedy, chosen the wrong one, and repeated the pro-
cess twice before getting the correct one, in my younger
days, but when the right one was found the results were
worth the trouble. It is not true that homoeopathy cannot
make the patient feel worse. -The remedies are similar to
vaccines in some ways, when used in the highest dilutions,
and the occurrence of a negative phase in the local symp-
toms, provided it does not extend to the constitutional ones,
is a good sign in a chronic case.-I am, etc.,

Wilpshire, near Blackburn. A. HERBERT GREGSON.

SIR,-I was for 50 years an allopath. I have known
the broad principle of homoeopathy since my earliest days
of medical studentship. I have known that homoeopathy
does not make any specific claim to treatment of diseased
conditions of the human body. Similia similibus curan-
tur means similars are cured by similars. This is observed
in the "cure" of inflamed parts by the application of heat,
as in poulticing, or indeed by many forms of counter-
irritation.
Sidney Ringer, in his fine book Materia Medica and

Therapeutics, advocates the exhibition of vin. ipecac. in
minimum doses of one drop, say, every half-hour to stop
vomiting; half-drachm doses to cause vomiting. I think
it is now 60 years since I read in Lionel Beale's fine
book Minor Ailments that 8 gr. of hyd. subchlor. placed
on the tongue of the sufferer every hour for 24 hours
would abort an acute tonsillitis. More recently I read some-
where, perhaps in the columns of our own Journal, of the
treatment of seasicknes3 by doses of vin. ipecac. and pure
chloroform, one drop of each in some si -rple vehicle. I
myself sent to the Journal a note on a hitherto inveterate case
of " rheumatism " whose subsequent freedom was obtained
free, gratis, and for nothing from the bi:es of white or red
ants. The patient was a woman who fell asleep on a hot
day at a picnic resort, the name of which I cannot for
the moment recall. My note was published. Most of our
modern treatments, even down or up to the smallest doses,
are examples of the homoeopathic claim: Similia similibus

curatutiir. I have exhaustively tried all the remedies men-
tioned here for many years, with anything from 75 to 90"'>
of "cures."

In one of Professor Greenfield's. (Edinburgh in the
'nineties) papers I read of the observed facts of the
calcification of tuberculous glands in cows. I always
gave my tuberculosis cases small doses of calcium. It
occurred to me that the same treatment might secure the
drying up of eczema and ulcus cruris, and I put my cases
under the calcium regimen-this may not be homoeopathy
nor yet allopathy, but it paid me and my patients handsome
dividends !-I am. etc.,
Chelsea. S.W.3. A. R. EATES.

SIR,-Professor Lambert Rogers's somewhat explosive
reply (February 10, p. 298) to Dr. Oliver's simple question
tells us little about' homoeopathy, but, incidentally, quite a
good deal about Professor Larnbert Rogers. It matters not
at all what was said about homoeopathy in 1861 by Oliver
Wendell Holmes, who was much more interested in pungent
literary expression than in the patient investigation of
scientific truth. A little study of elementary logic would
reveal to Professor Rogers that the arguMenturm ad
verecunidiam1 is no argument at all.

It is quite irrelevant to refer to certain erroneous ideas
on pathology held by Hahnemann; many of the patho-
logical conceptions held by his distinguished contemporaries
make amusing reading to-day. The principle of similars is
not affected by any ideas on pathology, old or new, any
more than Newton's contributions to science are affected
by the rather fantastic notions he held on other subjects.

I,t is easy to say that infinitesimal doses do not act. T-he
appeal of homoeopathy is to experiment, and both experi-
ment and experience prove and confirm that they do act.
As to whether homoeopathic physicians are knaves or fools.

I suggest that the incidence of knavery in the Faculty is no
higher than in the profession as a whole, but would concede
that, if homoeopathy is the stupid nonsense- which Professor
Lambert Rogers says it is, then the charge of foolishness
can fairly be maintained. Finally, who but a fool would
spend time and trouble working out and individualizing
cases when there is always phenobarbitone ?-I am, etc.,

Liverpool. F. B. JULIAN.

SIR,-One of the chief stumbling-blocks to the ready
acceptance of homoeopathic therapeutics is the common
idea that its basis is merely giving small, or infini:esimal.
doses Jof ordinary drugs or remedies. It is not the crude
pharmnacological action that is used, but the peculiar form
of biophysical energy which is liberated from any substance
when its material content is attenuated by the special
process of " potentization," which, involves step-by-step
succussion and "dilution." This is quite different from
dilution in the ordinary sense. By this process, drug-energy
is liberated and stored in the " diluent" as a specific form
of energy which retains certain characteristics of the original
crude substance, just as a radio wavelength will reproduce
the original effects of its specific transmritter. High poten-
cie--that is, extreme attenuations-are beyond the range of
chemical analysis, yet they are effective clinically, and can
be detected physically by means of the emanometer; much
recent research on this fascinating subject has been carried
out by Dr. W. E. Boyd, of Glasgow, and others.

Potency energy, if correctly applied by the physician, will
stimulate the patient and restore his disturbed balance, which
has shown itself by symptoms or signs of "disease." The
selection of the remedy is done according to the law of
sixilars (known to Hippocrates and Paracelsus) by match-
ing as closely as possible a drug-picture obtained by
" provings" -on healthy humnan beings with the disease-
picture in the patient. The homoeopathic approach is
essentially an individual one: the sick person is treated
in a specially detailed way, and is not given a routine
remedy based on the name of his disease.-I am, etc.,

Harrogate. B. CLIVE NICHOLSON.

*** This correspondence is now closed.-ED., B.M.J.
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