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the 200 cases treated thus, 50% showed entire cessation of
seizures, both grand mal and petit mal, and 80% of these also
showed entire cessation of epileptic equivalents. Another 45%
of those treated showed marked reduction in the seizures and
epileptic equivalents. Only 5% showed no marked change.

It was further found that to get the best results the pheno-
barbitone sodium and phenytoin sodium need to be given in the
one tablet. The optimum dosage was found to be 4 gr. (50 mg.)
of phenobarbitone sodium and 1 gr. (0.1 g.) of phenytoin
sodium. Apart from that, the ease of administering the drugs
is to be considered. The usual dosage was one tablet three
times a day, but the dosage can be increased up to two tablets
three times a day if needed. During the whole period not one
of the patients manifested any toxic reactions at all, nor in any
case did the treatment have to be suspended for any reason.-
I am, etc.,
Birmingham. ARTHUR HUSE.

REPERENCES
1 British Medical Journal, 1947, 2, 171.
2 J. Amer. med. Ass., 1940, 114 1334.

The Institute of Psycho-analysis
SIR,-There have recently appeared in the press statements

which may lead to some embarrassment regarding the work of
this Institute. The present building is too small for its teaching
and clinical activities and its lease is near its end. Accordingly
a new building has recently been purchased, but this cannot be
ready for occupation for about a year, and therefore any
expansion of the work of the Institute is not at the moment
possible.-I am, etc.,
The Institute of Psycho-analysis, JOHN RICKMAN,

London, W.I. President.

POINTS FROM LUTERS
Treatment of Obesity

Dr. JOSIAH OLDFIELD (London, W. 1) writes: Dr. A. Lewis (if I
understand his letter correctly) has discovered a safe and sure method
for the rapid reduction of obesity (May 20, p. 1204). Without any
drugs, without any reduction of fluid, without abstinence from salt,
and without any rigid dieting, fDr. Lewis claims the ability to
reduce patients pleasantly and safely at the rate of about 20 lb. in
two or three months. May we be directed to Dr. Lewis's writings
on this subject, or wouid he give a short synopsis of his methods ?

Sulphonamides and Measles
Dr. C. DYSART (Bromley, Kent) writes: The following observations

may not be original, but I should like to record my experiences in
the use of a preparation containing sulphadiazine, sulphathiazole,
and sulphamerazine in the treatment of measles. Over the past
eighteen months I have treated 46 cases of measles with appropriate
doses of this preparation. In two to four days both rash and
bronchitis had cleared up remarkably. ...

Unfair to Rabbits
Dr. R. S. SAXrON (Brighton) writes: Many innocent (and unlikely)

methods of venereal infection have been thought out to explain
V.D. in persons of irreproachable morals, but a new one of startling
unlikelihood-not to say impossibility-is presented to readers of a
popular weekly magazine. . Referring to health risks of con-
suming food that has not been subject to inspection by food officers,
the article states, " That rabbit the motorist killed with his car may
be full of V.D." The article in question, which is said to be by a
" Public Health Officer," must surely have caused consternation
among many' of the magazine's more gullible readers. I should
be glad to hear of a plausible explanation of how one blames the
rabbit.

Names of New Drugs
Dr. ROBERT DORMER (London, E.4) writes: I wish to indicate an

important, but quite unnecessary, source of trouble to the profession.
I refer to the similarity of names of new drugs. A representative
list (of seven new drugs) contains 37 consonants. Thus, theoretically,
each consonant in the alphabet could have been used 1.7 times.
What has happened is as follows: L is used five times, P six times,
and N twelve times, while the following consonants have not been
used at all-B, F, J, K, Q, T, V, W, X, Y, Z. Is it not advisable
that the makers of new words should look for their derivations to
numerous languages besides ancient Creek ?

Obituary

Dr. JOHN WATSON LITTLE, a well-known figure in West of
Scotland medical circles, died suddenly on March 12 at his
home in Newmains at the age of 74. He had been in practice
in this busy industrial area of mid-Lanark for 47 years. A
native of Glasgow, he graduated M.B., Ch.B. at the University
there in 1897. After serving as a junior assistant at the Royal
London Ophthalmic Hospital, he went into general practice.
For over 40 years he was an active member of the British
Medical Association, and he had acted as president of the
Lanarkshire Branch. He was chairman of the Lanarkshire
Division in 1934-5, and he served for many years on the
Scottish Subcommittee and on the Insurance Acts Subcommittee
for Scotland. He was also a justice of the peace for Lanark-
shire. When the National Health Insurance Act was passed,
Dr. Little was appointed a member of the Lanarkshire Panel
Committee, and remained in office until the passing of the
N.H.S. Act; for many years he was secretary of this com-
mittee. In 1912 the doctors of Lanarkshire formed the Lanark-
shire Medical Practitioners Union, which in its time played an
active part in medical politics in Scotland. Dr. Little was a
member of the executive committee until its dissolution in
1949, and president for three years. At a dinner, held only
two days before Dr. Little's death, Sir William Marshall spoke
of the important work carried out by this group and made
reference to Dr. Little's long and valuable service. Dr. Little
was also one of the original members of the Colliery and
Works Surgeons' Committee for Scotland, formed after the
N.H.I. Act was passed to negotiate' new terms of service with
the Scottish Branch of the British Miners Federation. In all
these organizations, he proved a sound counsellor and gave
valuable service. For nearly 50 years he was keenly interested
in first-aid work, and he was an honorary life member of the
St. Andrews Ambulance Association. Dr. Little was a staunch
and faithful member of the Church of Scotland and for many
years an elder and manager of Coltness Memorial Church. He-
was active, too, in promoting good fellowship among doctors,
and the Newmains area, with Little as secretary, was an object-
lesson to other districts, the doctors there working in a close
and amicable relationship, giving each a month's holiday a
year and doing each other's work in illness and whenever neces-
sary. Dr. Little was a fine type of kindly, capable, and experi-
enced family doctor, who was regarded by his patients with
the greatest respect and affection. He is survived by his.
widow, a married daughter, and a son who succeeds him in
practice.-D. D. L.

Dr. JAMES PATRICK O'HEA, who died in Croydon on April 17
at the age of 82, was born in Cork, the elder son of the late
Patrick O'Hea. He was a grandson of Dr. Woodforde and the
great-grandson of the illustrious Dr. Henry Clutterbuck, who
was seven times president of the London Medical Society.
O'Hea was educated at private schools, at Cardiff University,.
and at St. Bartholomew's Hospital. He graduated M.B. in
1895, taking the F.R.C.S. a year later. He held resident appoint--
ments as a house-surgeon at the London Temperance Hospital
and house-surgeon and later registrar at the Royal Eye Hospital.
He became clinical assistant to the out-patient department of
St. Bartholomew's Hospital, and much later he was one of the
consulting neurologists to the Ministry of Pensions. During
the 1914-18 war he joined the R.A.M.C. and served in hospital
ships, in the Gallipoli campaign, and subsequently in prisoner-
of-war camps. For a time after the war O'Hea was with the
White Star Line as ship surgeon on the Australian and
American routes before settling in private practice in Brixton.
At the outbreak of the recent war he joined the Mercantile
Marine as one of the medical officers of the Ellerman Line and
he saw active service in the Mediterranean and other theatres
of war, making his final trip to India when nearly 80 years old.
James O'Hea was highly esteemed by his colleagues, not only
for his tact and efficiency, but for his kindly nature and his.
sense of humour. He was charitable to a degree and very fondi
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