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Obituary

Dr. MARGARET JARVEY TROTTER died on May 5, at the age
of 59. She graduated from Glasgow University in 1913, and
until her marriage five years later she held the appointments
of visiting physician to the Dispensary of the Royal Hospital
for Sick Children, Glasgow, house-surgeon of the eye depart-
ment, Glasgow Royal Infirmary, and assistant medical officer,
Glasgow. Education Authority. When there was a shortage
of medical officers for clinics in London during the recent war,
Dr. Trotter took up part-time service in Hackney at the ante-
natal and infant-welfare clinics. She did valuable work for
over 25 years in the St. John Ambulance Brigade. She was a
serving sister of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, and
recently received the long-service medal with bar. For many
years she was on the committee of the Glasgow University
Women's London Club, and was elected president in 1947 and
vice-president in the two following years. Her interest in the
nursing profession was maintained by work on the committee
of the Royal British Nursing Association for over five years.
She is survived by her husband, Dr. G. Clark Trotter, M.O.H.
of Islington for 20 years, and by four daughters.-G. M.

Dr. DOUGLAS REGINALD PIKE died in London on May 6. A few
weeks ago, in his seventy-fourth year, he was attending to his
patients with the same whole-hearted and selfless devotion as
at the beginning of his career forty-five years ago. Educated at
Charterhouse, Oxford, and Guy's Hospital, he graduated M.B.,
B.Ch. in 1940, and since then had spent his life in general
practice-first in London, then in a rural district of Lancashire,
and for the last thirty years at Stevenage. He made it a rule for
himself, and for his partners, that any call for his seivices at any
hour of the day or night must be answered with the least
possible delay. He had a large private and panel practice, and
his failure to discriminate between the payers and the non-
payers was at first alarming to his partners-until they acquired
the same habit themselves. For him there were no short cuts
in treatment and no economies in the prescription of drugs; if
a patient needed something he could not afford, the firm
supplied it without a thought 6f the cost. In obstetrics he had a
reputation extending far beyond his own practice; had he
devoted himself, as he originally intended, solely to this branch
of medicine, his fame and his income would have been greatly
increased. In principle, he was in favour of the State medical
service, but the maintenance, under the new regime, of his
extremely high standards of medical practice is doubtful, and
it is perhaps fortunate for him that he did not live to see either
the frustration of his lifelong objectives or the boredom of
retirement. Like other single-minded men of his profession, he
had few outside interests, and much of his scanty leisure was
spent in keeping in touch with the latest developments in
medicine. He was away from his practice for four years during
the first world war, when he served with the R.A.M.C. in France
and in India. He also found time much later for B.M.A. work.
He was president of the Hertfordshire Division from 1942 to
1945, and during the last year of this period Dr. Pike was also
chairman of the East Herts Division. He was a remarkable com-
pound of Trollope's Doctor Thome and the products of Lord
Nuffield's beneficence a hundred years later. The letters
written to his widow and children have shown that he was
regarded by most of his patients rather as a friend and
counsellor than as a doctor.-C. J. P. G.

Mr. ROBERT DEVEREUX MOTHERSOLE, who died on May 12
in his 85th year, was chairman of the Bolton Division of the
British Medical Association from 1922 to 1926, and again from
1928 to 1934. He was president of the Lancashire and Cheshire
Branch in 1932-3, and he represented his constituency at the
Annual Representative Meetings from 1920 to 1932.

D. G. writes: Dr. Mothersole settled in Bolton in 1892. He
soon joined the staff of the Bolton Infirmary (now the Royal
Infirmary), and to him fell the task of introducing the new
aseptic surgery to the hospital. This he did with tact and

energy. He had an original mind, and his judgments were
invariably sound; in committee work he was a tower of
strength. As a surgeon he built up a high reputation. Later
in life he took an interest in civic affairs at Bolton, and was
a member and alderman of the town council. He will be
remembered for a long time in the district for his professional
work, as a kindly and sympathetic man.

J. M. writes: The sudden death of Dr. B. A. I. Peters
came as a great shock to his many friends (May 27, p. 1274).
From his school days Dr. Peters was immensely interested
in chemistry, and he carried this interest with him throughout
his life. In consequence he applied a wealth of biochemical
knowledge to medical problems and wrote many articles from
a biochemical point of view. His knowledge in this respect
was far and away above the heads of the average medical
man, and often, in his enthusiasm, Dr. Peters assumed know-
ledge in others which did not necessarily exist. For many
years he was a member of the Biochemical Society. Living
during the greatest period of advance in the treatment of
infectious diseases, Dr. Peters approached all the problems with
scientific care and, being always willing to apply experimental
tests, produced many useful additions to the literature on the
subjects of diphtheria, scarlet fever, gastro-enteritis, erysipelas,
and immunization. He was a member of the Medical Research
Council Committee on Cross Infections in Hospital, and, with
his experience, was able to contribute sound, practical views.
As a man, Dr. Peters was consistently upright throughout his
life. He served his country during the 1914-18 war. He was
a friend of children and took the greatest pleasure in their
company; with adults he tended to be shy, but his friendship,
once gained, was something to depend on and to be valued.
Dr. Peters hated the spectacular, and his modesty in itself
made him a great man. He belonged to the race of great
clinical teachers, and his knowledge of humanity, medicine,
biochemistry, birds, and flowers can ill be spared. Dr. Peters
had become an institution, so benevolent and wise, that it is
unbelievable that his advice is no longer available.

Dr. Bernard Myers writes: Although it was known that the
health of Dr. Porritt had not been satisfactory for some time
the news of the passing of an old friend, whom I had known
for over fifty years, came as a shock (May 20, p. 1208). 1 can
speak from personal knowledge of the fine service rendered
by him as registrar and later as chief medical officer in the
New Zealand hospital ship Maheno during the first world war.
Of his many interests, he performed a great service to New
Zealand in his indefatigable work in the cause of the preser-
vation of the forests and birds of the Dominion. He foresaw
how easily erosion occurs when a forest is ruthlessly destroyed,
and the subsequent loss of crops and bird-life, and effect on
the rainfall. He tried hard to prevent the introduction into
New Zealand of animal pests which did such great damage
in destroying the fauna and flora wherever the pests were most
unwisely let loose. Ernest Porritt will be remembered by those
who had the good fortune to know him as a good friend with
charm of manner. Of him it could be said that he was a
great gentleman.

Medical Notes in Parliament

Certificates from Unregistered Practitioners
Mr. READER HARRIS asked the Minister of National Insurance
on May 23 about a directive to branch offices instructing them
that a claim might be made for sickness benefit by furnishing
certificates signed by a person other than a registered medical
practitioner, such as an osteopath, Christian Science healer, or
dentist. He asked how many sickness claims had been paid on
the evidence of certificates issued by persons other than
registered medical practitioners.

Dr. EDITH SUMMERSKILL replied that the National Insurance
(Medical Certification) Regulations, 1948, required all claimants
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for sickness benefit to submit evidence of their incapacity, and
that, while this evidence normally included a medical certificate,
the statutory adjudicating authorities could take into considera-
tion alternative evidence of incapacity if they thought fit. She
said that the information asked for in the last part of the
question was not available, but that the numbers were believed
to be very small.

Mr. HARRIS then asked whether the Minister was satisfied that
certificates should be accepted from faith-healers, herbalists, and
other persons over whom control might necessarily be very
vague, and whether she herself, as a registered medical practi-
tioner, was satisfied with a state of affairs whereby the Willesden
Institute of Natural Healing could tout for business by issuing
circulars which stated that certificates were available for
National Insurance purposes.

Dr. SUMMERSKILL pointed out that this method of determin-
ing incapacity had been operating for nearly forty years, and
added that if Mr. Harris were a little older he would remember
the sect called the " Peculiar People " who had a religious
objection to doctors, and who had, in fact, formed their own
approved society. She was quite aware of the fact that this
right which people had of exercising conscientious objection,
and which they all believed it was right for them to have, might
be abused, but she assured Mr. Harris that the Government
were keeping a careful eye on the matter and that they
had certain safeguards such as sick visitors and regional
medical officers who could be called in for further medical
examinations.

Mr. HARRIS then asked whether the Minister drew some
distinction between public funds and the funds of an approved
society which had not before been public funds.

Dr. SUMMERSKILL said that Mr. Harris was displaying appall-
ing ignorance and asked whether he did not know that, before
1948, these approved societies had used both public funds and
private funds.

Mr. EWART then asked whether Dr. Summerskill was aware
that her reply would give great satisfaction to thousands of
people in this country who had for many years exercised this
right of freedom of choice in determining what type of treat-
ment they should take when sick.

Architects.-Dr. CHARLES HILL asked the Minister of Health on
May 18 the number of architects and architectural staff employed by
the North West Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board. Mr. BEVAN
replied that the architect's department for the board included 47 pro-
fessional and technical officers, of whom 24 were architects and
architectural staff.

Inventories.-Dr. CHARLES HILL also asked the Minister of Health
the total estimated annual cost of putting into effect his circulars
R.H.B. (50) 17, H.M.C. (50) 17, B.G. (50) 15, requiring hospital
authorities to prepare inventories in a prescribed form; and the total
estimated annual saving in public money as a result of taking such
inventories. Mr. BEVAN answered that he did not think any useful
estimate was possible under either heading.

Medico-Legal

AN INJUSTICE RIGHTED
[FROM OUR MEDICO-LEGAL CORRESPONDENT]

In passing the Matrimonial Causes Act, 1937, often referred to
as Herbert's Act, the legislature made some far-reaching
reforms in the law of nullity. A degree of nullity may now be
pronounced,. inter alia, on proof that, at the time of the
marriage and unknown to the petitioner, the respondent was
insane or suffering from venereal disease. Hence for the first
time there was a distinct possibility that there might be a child
of the marriage conceived after the ceremony. In order to avoid
bastardizing such a child Parliament enacted that, where a
marriage was annulled on these grounds, a child of the marriage

'Dredge v. Dredge (1947), 63, T.L.R. 113.
2R. E. L. v. E. L., British Medical Journal, 1948, 2, 1086.
3Law Notes, 1950, 69, 39.

should remain legitimate. It did not protect a child conceived
before the marriage, nor (for the possibility did not then arise)
one conceived after the marriage by artificial insemination. A
few years ago the courts decided that in either of these cases' 2
the child became illegitimate on the issue of the decree, which
operated retrospectively.

This result was obviously unfair to the child, and so last
year Parliament passed the Law Reform (Miscellaneous Pro-
visions) Act, 1949, which provided among other things that,
where a decree of nullity is granted in respect of a voidable
marriage (one otherwise valid), any child who would have been
a legitimate child of the parties to the marriage if it had been
dissolved (by divorce) instead of being annulled shall on the
date of the decree be deemed to be their legitimate child not-
withstanding the annulment. The effect of this is that the child
will now remain legitimate if the marriage is voidable.
A learned commentator3 suggests in Law Notes that a similar

result will follow if the child has been legitimated by the subse-
quent marriage of its parents, which, under Section 1 of the
Legitimacy Act, 1926, makes the child legitimate as from the
date of the marriage. In any case the disadvantage of
illegitimacy, which the legislature could not have intended to
inflict, will not now attach to a child conceived before an
annulled marriage, or during it as a result of artificial
insemination, at any rate by the husband's semen.

Universities and Colleges

UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH
Dr. Daniel Bovet, D.Sc., director of the Istituto Superiore di Sanita,
Rome, who was awarded the Cameron Prize of 1949, will deliver
a lecture on " The Discovery of Antihistamines " in the anatomy
lecture theatre, University New Buildings, Edinburgh, on Tuesday,
June 6, at 5 p.m. Students and graduates are invited to attend the
lecture.
A lecture on " The Hormones of the Anterior Hypophysis " will

be delivered by Dr. Herbert M. Evans, director of the Institute of
Experimental Biology, University of California, in the anatomy
lecture theatre, University New Buildings, Edinburgh, on Wednesday,
June 7, at 5 p.m. Senior students and graduates in medicine are
invited to attend the lecture.

UNIVERSITY OF DURHAM
Dr. G. M. Trevelyan, O.M., F.R.S., was installed as Chancellor of
the University of Durham on May 24, when he conferred a number
of honorary degrees, including that of D.Sc., on Professor E. D.
Adrian, O.M., M.D., F.R.C.P., F.R.S., Professor of Physiology in
the University of Cambridge.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF OBSTETRICIANS AND
GYNAECOLOGISTS

At the annual general meeting of the College, held on May 20, with
the President, Professor Hilda Lloyd, in the chair, the following
were elected to the Council to fill statutory and other vacancies:
As representatives of the Fellows, D. lBaird, W. E. Barnie-Adshead,
A. M. Claye, V. Lack, G. I. Strachan, R. C. Thomas. As representa-
tives of the Members, A. M. Sutherland, S. A. Way. In addition to
those elected the following were co-opted for the ensuing year:
W. A. G. Bauld, Sir William Gilliatt, C. D. Read, B. H. Swift,
L. Williams.
The President was appointed to represent the College at the 150th

anniversary celebrations of the Royal College of Surgeons of England.
The following were admitted to the Fellowship: H. G. E. Arthure,

Elinor F. E. Black, J. H. Boyd, R. Everett, P. J. Ganner, Kathleen
M. D. Harding, F. J. Hayden, K. A. K. Hudson, T. I. Hughes,
B. L. Jeaffreson. R. W. Knowlton, Joyce Morgan, J. S. Quin,
D. A. O'C. Quinlan, L. M. Snaith, G. R. Stoneham, Margaret M.
White.
The following were admitted to the Membership: J. A. Bentham

D. W.'Briggs, H. McK. Carey, Florence J. G. Chouler, R. Crawford,
R. Cutts, M. S. Ellensweig, H. J. Fisher, Elizabeth M. Harper,
W. F. Harper, J. S. Hesketh, P. Kalyanikutty, J. A. Love, Sarah
Macaskill, A. S. Majury, A. T. Marshall, J. D. Martin, J. G. Napier,
F. P. Pigott, J. H. McK. Pinkerton, C. C. Pretorius, S. Rajanayagam,
T. M. Roulston, J. H. Routledge, A. C. Sinha, Z. H. Y. Sobani,
W. A. Souter, A. Starritt, G. Winchester.
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