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The following resignations are announced: Dr. J. H. Moseley,
lecturer and first assistant in the Department of Paediatrics and
Child Health, on appointment as consultant paediatrician, Ports-
mouth and the Isle of Wight, and Dr. k. G. Britt, assistant lecturer
in radiological anatomy, on appointment as senior registrar in
radiology for the Peterborough area.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND
The following lectures will be delivered at the C(ollege (Lincoln's
Inn Fields, London, W.C.), at 5 p.m. each day: March 2, Otolaryn-
gology Lecture by Professor B. Windeyer, with Mr. C. P. Wilson,
"The Treatment of Malignant Disease of the Paranasal Sinuses";
March 7, Hunterian Lecture by Professor R. S. Murley, " Post-
operative Venous Thrombosis and Embolism "; March 8, Hunterian
Lecture by Professor Milroy Paul, "The Blood and Lymph Path-
ways in the Spermnatic Cord "; March 9, Hunterian Lecture by
Professor J. B. Oldham, " Renal Denervation "; March 14,
Hunterian Lecture by Professor M. R. Ewing, "Villous Tumours
of the Rectum "; March 16, Hunterian Lecture by Professor E. M.
Nanson, " Respiratory Responses to Operative Trauma "; March 20,
Urology Lecture by Professor C. A. Wells, "The Varieties and
Modes of Renal Failure "; March 24, Urology Lecture by Dr. V. E.
Lloyd, " Syphilis in the Oral Cavity "; March 27, Hunterian Lecture
by Professor R. T. Johnson, " Carotid Ligation for Intracranial
Aneurysms-Review of 100 Cases "; March 29, Joseph Clover
Lecture by Dr. John Gillies, " Anaesthetic Factors in the Causation
and Prevention of Excessive Bleeding during Surgical Operations."
The lectures are open to those attending courses in the College and
to all other medical practitioners, dental surgeons, and advanced
students.

Medical Notes in Parliament

CONFIDENTIAL DISTINCTION AWARDS

Management Committees Not Informed

The distribution of distinction awards to consultants in
Northern Ireland was discussed in an annotation under the
heading "Confidential Awards" published in the Journal of
February 4 (p. 295). Attention was drawn to this comment
at question time in the Northern Ireland Parliament on
February 14.

Dr. EILEEN M. HICKEY asked the Minister of Health whether
her attention had been drawn to the statement in a recent issue
of the British Medical Journal on the confidential awards to
consultants in Northern Ireland, to the effect that, as public
money was being used to provide pensionable increments to
income, the public had a right to know the names of the
recipients; whether she had considered the comment that the
Jouirnal knew of no other award of public money that was
being kept secret, except the presumed payments to members
of the Secret Service; and whether she had any statement to
make to the House on this matter.
The Minister, Dame DEHRA PARKER, said she had seen the

statement, but she did not accept the implication that, since
public money was being used to provide personal increments
to income, it was necessary to the public interest that the names
of the recipients of distinction awards should be made public.
The arrangement not to publish the names of the recipients of
such awards was thought to be in accord with the wishes of,
and in the best interests of, the old and honourable pro ession
of medicine, of which the questioner was a distinguished mem-
ber, and was intended to avoid any appearance of advertising
what might have been interpreted as invidious comparisons
between the individual members of the profession. The awards
were not secret in the sense of the comparison which the writer
of the article in the British Medical Journal had sought to draw,
and the expenditure would be subject to audit in due course by
the Comptroller and Auditor-General, who would be in a posi-
tion to report to the Public Accounts Committee as he might
consider desirable.

Mrs. CALVERT then asked if the Minister was aware that the
management committees of hospitals had not been informed
about these awards.
The Minister said yes. she was aware of this.

The Services

Major-General Thomas Young, O.B.E., late R.A.M.C., has been
appointed Director of Army Health.

Brigadier (Temporary Major-General) J. M. Macfie, C.B.E., M.C.,
late R.A.M.C., has been appointed Commandant and Director of
Studies, R.A.M. College, retaining the temporary rank of Major-
General, in succession to Major-General J. C. A. Dowse, C.B.,
C.B.E., M.C., K.H.P., late R.A.M.C., who has relinquished the
appointment.

Surgeon Captain A. W. McRorie, R.N., has been appointed an
Honorary Physician to the King in succession to Surgeon Captain
J. F. M. Campbell, R.N., who has been placed on the Retired List.

Surgeon Lieutenant-Commanders P. C. Lewis and J. L. M. Wood,
R.N.V.R., and Surgeon Lieutenant-Commander D. K. McKenzie,
R.A.N.V.R., have been awarded the R.N.V.R. Decoration.
The King has conferred two Clasps to the Efficiency Decoration

upon Colonel T. F. Briggs, T.D., R.A.M.C., T.A., and the first
Clasp to the Efficiency Decoration upon Lieutenant-Colonel G. E.
O'Riordan, T.D., and Majors J. Smith, O.B.T.D., and J. L.
Warner, T.D., R.A.M.C., T.A.
The King has conferred the Efficiency Decoration and first Clasp

upon Major R. H. B. McCrae, R.A.M.C., T.A.

EPIDEMIOLOGICAL NOTES
Discussion of Table

In England and Wales there were decreases in the notifica-
tions of whooping-cough 176, scarlet fever 42, acute polio-
myelitis 22, and diphtheria 13, with increases in the incidence
of measles 998, acute pneumonia 285, and dysentery 68.
During recent years the epidemic curve of measles has begun

at this season, and a large increase in the notifications was
recorded during the week. The largest rises were: Suffolk 216,
Staffordshire 179, Kent 127, Lancashire 118, and Norfolk 105.
The returns for scarlet fever showed very little change.

There were only small changes in the local incidence of
whooping-cough, the largest being a decrease of 44 in Lanca-
shire. The chief features of the notifications of diphtheria
were decreases of 7 in Durham and 5 in Stafford.

Notifications of acute poliomyelitis were the lowest for 33
weeks, but they are still above the corresponding figures for the
same period in recent years. An increase in the incidence of
acute pneumonia was recorded in every area of the country;
the largest rises were in the south-west and the northern counties.
The largest numbers of cases of dysentery were notified in

Lancashire 59 (Wigan R.D. 28, St. Helens C.B. 13, Manchester
C.B. 7); Yorkshire West Riding 46 (Leeds C.B. 25, Sheffield
C.B. 9); Nottinghamshire 23 (Nottingham C.B. 22); Northum-
berland 19 (Newcastle-upon-Tyne C.B. 15); and London 10.

In Scotland there were decreases in the notifications of
whooping-cough 78, scarlet fever 10, and diphtheria 10, with
increases in the incidence of acute primary pneumonia 25 and
dysentery 10. A rise in the incidence of pneumonia was
recorded in every region except the eastern area, where there
was a fall of 29. The largest returns for dysentery were
Glasgow 27, Stirling county 13, and Dundee 7.

In Eire there were decreases of 10 in the notifications of
whooping-cough and of diarrhoea and enteritis. Notifications
of scarlet fever in Dublin C.B. fell by 19, but a rise was
recorded in the remainder of the country.

In Northern Ireland there were increases in the notifications
of measles 28, scarlet fever 27, and whooping-cough 18. The
rise in the incidence of measles was contributed by the two
county boroughs Belfast C.B. 54 and Londonderry C.B. 20,
while in all the other areas a fall was reported. The increase
in the notifications of scarlet fever was due to the experience
of the counties of Down and Tyrone.

Week Ending February 11
Notifications of infectious diseases in England and Wales

during the week included scarlet fever 1,897, whooping-cough
1,657, diphtheria 71, measles 4,251, acute pneumonia 1,228,
acute poliomyelitis 37, dysentery 325, paratyphoid fever 6,
typhoid fever 3. In the great towns 80 deaths were attributed
to influenza.
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