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Reviews

BRITISH OBSTETRICS
Operative Obstetrics. By J. M. Munro Kerr, LL.D.,
F.R.C.O.G., and J. Chassar Moir, F.R.C.S.Ed., F.R.C.O.G.
Fifth edition. (Pp. 948; 390 illustrations. £3 3s.) London
Bailliere, Tindall and Cox. 1949.

Rumours of a new edition of this justly famous book have
been circulating among obstetricians for several years, and
anticipation has been so prolonged and eager that there was
some fear the work might not prove equal to it. Such fears
were needless, and the new production can survive this and
even sterner tests, although delay in publication makes it
not absolutely up to date in a few places.

Professor Chassar Moir now collaborates with Professor
Munro Kerr, and the combination of a modern obstetrician
of original outlook with one who practised when midwifery
was an art (yet preserves an ever-youthful spirit and an
awareness of new developments) is a happy one. If the
character of the book is vastly changed, it is only in accord
with the changing character of midwifery, and clearly every
effort has been made to preserve the best of the past and
to make it take its rightful place among modern methods.
The minutiae of obstetric manceuvres, well known to older
generations but in danger of being forgotten, are particu-
larly well described, and the chapter on anaesthesia and
analgesia deserves special mention. Both authors also con-
tribute a wide knowledge of the literature, and the result is
not only a connoisseur's bibliography (up to 1947) but a
scholarly and practical guide.
The carefully argued and wise assessment of the place of

various treatments, whether Caesarean sectiQn or a particu-
lar antiseptic, is admirable. Yet there is no lack of courage
and conviction. As in all former editions the overriding
impression left on the mind of the reader is an authoritative
and honest exposition based on experience, knowledge, and
wisdom.
As might be expected, the value of antenatal and intra-

natal radiography is emphasized, but the danger of over-
emphasis has been largely avoided. After the modern
outlook of the introductory chapters covering general
principles it is at first surprising to find later full accounts
of many instruments and procedures which are generally
regarded as obsolete, but the authors take care to provide
explanations which are both attractive and disarming.
Bozzi's dilator, for instance, is described " if for no other
reason than to prevent future operators inventing similar
instruments"; others are included to provide an historical
background and sometimes " because there are few pro-
cedures, recommended by reputable obstetricians, which
have not a place in exceptional circumstances." It is indeed
a book for those who specialize in obstetrics and who take
delight in the art of choosing exactly the right line of
treatment for any given circumstances-as necessary to
them in their work as a pair of obstetric forceps or as a
pint of cross-matched blood.
The last chapter on the factors influencing maternal and

foetal death rates is by Mr. C. Scott Russell, and Mr. J. H.
Peel contributes a note on caudal analgesia. The authors
and publishers deserve thanks for producing what will be
regarded as a comprehensive account of modern British
intranatal technique. As such it will have a world-wide
circulation, and British obstetricians could not wish to have
a better ambassador.

T. N. A. JEFFCOATE.

THE WORKER'S EYES
Occupational Eye Diseases and Inijuries. By Joseph Minton,
F.R.C.S. (Pp. 184; illustrated. £1 Is.) London: William
Heinemann Medical Books. 1949.

In this country, no book had previously appeared on occu-
pational eye diseases and injuries, although French and
American literature is more richly supplied. Mr. Minton's
small treatise on this subject is therefore welcome, for
this is undoubtedly a problem of considerable magnitude
which is only just beginning to receive the attention it
warrants.
Most of the book is concerned with injuries sustained in

industrial processes-contusions of the eye, chemical
injuries and burns, foreign bodies, occupational keratitis
and conjunctivitis, and the effects of radiant energy (such'
as radiational cataract). Other subjects touched upon are
the problem of the one-eyed worker, the employment of
the blind and partially blind, the value of visual tests
in the selection of personnel for industry, the import-
ance of illumination, and the scientific employment of
colour schemes in factories. Finally, the methods of pro-
tection of the eye in dangerous trades and the prevention
of eye injuries are stressed. The book is simply written
and should be readily followed by factory medical officers
and many others who are interested in the welfare of
workers, even although their ophthalmological knowledge
is small.

STEWART DUKE-ELDER.

GUIDE TO Rh IMMUNIZATION
Haemolytic Disease of the Newborn. By M. M. Pickles,
D.M. (Pp. 181. 15s.) Oxford: Blackwell Scientific
Publications.

This book aims at providing a working knowledge of the
aetiology, natural history, and treatment of haemolytic
disease of the newborn. The author has made wide use
of the literature and drawn from her own extensive experi-
ence at Oxford to produce an account in which the points
of practical importance are emphasized, while academic
discussion is kept to the minimum.
The book starts with a short history of the discovery of

the Rh factor, maternal immunization, and the different
antibodies which revealed the existence of the various Rh
antigens and genotypes. Dr. Pickles gives a lucid account
of Rh antigens and antibodies, in which the notation of
Fisher and Race is wisely adopted, and Wiener's 1943
nomenclature is also given to antigens. An important chap-
ter on the relation between the Rh factor and haemolytic
disease includes an assessment of the facts needed for the
prognosis of present and future pregnancies. The indica-
tions and technique for treatment of the newborn infant
by simple and exchange transfusion are fully discussed.
The danger of transfusing women and girls without pre-
vious Rh typing is rightly stressed, for it is a potent method
of producing antibodies and reducing the chances of an
Rh-negative woman having even one or two healthy
infants.

In the description of the effects of the antigen-antibody
reaction in the foetus, the disease is classified into two
main groups: (1) the necessarily fatal forms-hydrops and
macerated foetus; (2) those cases which may survive-
icterus gravis' and anaemia neonatorum. In the former
group, emphasis is laid upon differential diagnosis from
other conditions, in order that a prognosis may be formed
on future pregnancies. In the latter, the emphasis is upon
the clinical, haematological, and serological observations
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which must guide treatment. The estimation of reticulo-
cytes in affected infants is shown to be a more useful
procedure than has been generally appreciated. An
appendix gives the technique of Rh grouping, genotype
determination, and the detection and titration of anti-
bodies.
Of the very few typographical errors, the following are

of some importance. In Table XVI, the genotype Ror is
represented by CDe/cDe instead of cDe/cde; on page 162,
R'r is represented by CDe/cde instead of Cde/cde, while
on page 157 a reference to Table XVI should be to
Table XVIII. It is stated on page 158 that cells containing
Du may give a false positive reaction with some anti-D sera.
The danger of the Du component is that it gives a false
negative reaction with some antisera and may in conse-
quence be mistaken for d, although it can act antigenically
as D.

This book can be recommended to all whose work
includes practice in obstetrics, paediatrics, and blood trans-
fusion therapy. It provides all the information necessary
to apply the recently acquired knowledge on phenomena
associated with Rh immunization, and gives the reader an
understanding of the subject which could otherwise be
obtained only by diligent reading of the extensive literature
of the past decade.

J. R. ANDERSON.

A FRENCH SYMPOSIUM
Les A cquisitions Medicales Recentes. By several authors.
(Pp. 297; 78 figures. 1,100 francs.) Paris: Editions
Medicales Flammarion. 1948.

It has often been thought that the liaison between the
medicine of the English-speaking and the French-speaking
countries is not as close as it should be. Each has
much to contribute to the other. This collection of
20 reviews by experts is therefore to be welcomed, as it
goes far to span the gap. Its value will be much greater
to French than English readers, as good reviews already
exist in English of most of the subjects discussed. But
special mention should be made of an excellent and
authoritative account of the synthetic antihistamine drugs,
with special reference to their pharmacology, by Dr.
Halpern, whose school has contributed so much to the
development of these substances. This review contains
a full bibliography of 126 references.

Professor Hamburger writes on the treatment of asthma,
and suggests that the over-enthusiastic use of ephedrine
and other sympathomimetics leads to progressive aggrava-
tion of the disease; he produces clinical and experimental
evidence in support of his view. He points out that in a
severe case difficulty in expectorating is dangerous, as it
is likely to lead to death from bronchial obstruction.
The maintenance of a loose sputum is important, for which
the restoration of body. fluids and the administration of
sodium benzoate are advocated. The same author reviews
modern renal function tests and recommends the simul-
taneous intravenous injection of mannitol and sodium
para-amino hippurate for assessing glomerular and tubular
function.

Recent developments in the aetiology and therapy of
liver disease and of adrenal disorders are well reviewed,
but no references are given; a survey is made of the uses
to which radioactive isotopes are being put in medicine
(references are given here). Other subjects which are well
described are the use of refrigeration in therapy (with a
full bibliography) and the radiology of the vertebral column,
which is illustrated with plates. Also reviewed are the

present status of B.C.G. ; the treatment of chronic rheu-
matism; the Libman-Sachs syndrome; modern cancer
therapy; progress in immunology; and the treatment of
menstrual disorders.
A criticism of some of the reviews is that they refer

freely to the findings of other workers who are named,
but no references are given through which these can be
traced. Such a work as this should not only stimulate
interest but facilitate further reading in the original litera-
ture. By this criterion some of the contributions succeed
well, but others are disappointingly deficient. The book
should nevertheless be 'of value to the French readers for
whom it is written.

C. L. COPE.

HISTORY OF PHYSIOLOGY
A Short History of Physiology. By Kenneth J. Franklin,
D.M., F.R.C.P. Second edition. (Pp. 147; illustrated.
10s. 6d.) London: Staples Press. 1949.

The new edition of the Short History of Physiology by the
professor of the subject at the Medical College of St.
Bartholomew's Hospital should be in the hands of every
medical student in his preclinical years. Those who are
more advanced in their studies will find it an admirable
reference book to which to turn.

All writers of histories of science and medicine find it
difficult, as Professor Franklin has, to give adequate space
to the modern period. Up to the eighteenth century the
sailing is clear enough, but the vast and rapid accumulation
of new knowledge during the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries and the opening of innumerable new lines of
thought bewilder us all. The historian to whom we look
for help usually succumbs himself. Instead of providing
us with an Ariadne thread to lead us through the labyrinth,
he is liable to get lost in it himself or, at best, to get his
thread into a hopeless tangle. Thus his long and chaotic
terminal chapter-is only too likely to become a list of names
and dates to which are tagged the labels of " discoveries."
Professor Franklin has largely avoided this by subdividing
his final chapter into a series of topics which have from
time to time been investigated with special intensity. If
he has perhaps unleashed rather too many of these topics
on the student, he has produced a text that glows with his
own generous enthusiasms and displays his science as a
living and-growing organism. The student of physiology
can have no pleasanter entry into the history of his subject,
which can unite its ever-increasing number of special
developments, than that here offered him at a notably low
price.

CHARLES SINGER.

RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGERY

Atlas of Plastic Surgery. By M. I. Berson, M.D. (Pp. 304;
1,207 illustrations. £3 15s.) London: William Heinemann.
1948.

This atlas illustrates many of the standard procedures of
plastic surgery, starting with the method of suture of a
simple wound and including the complicated repairs made
necessary by the loss of any of the facial organs. The
illustrations and line drawings leave little to be desired
for clarity. As illustrations they are ideal: as methods of
teaching they would seem to be but a small adjuvant to
practical work. The choice of the various procedures to
be illustrated is naturally influenced by the practice of the
author, and it would be a mistake to assume that British
plastic surgery could be adequately represented by an atlas
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