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Obituary

R. P. RANKEN LYLE, M.D., D.Ch., F.R.C.O.G.

Professor Ranken Lyle, who was professor of midwifery at

the University of Durham for over twenty-five years, died
on February 1 at the age of 79.

Robert Patton Ranken Lyle was born in 1870 in Cole-
raine. He was a student at Trinity College, Dublin, where
he graduated in 1894, proceeding M.D. two years later. He
was an assistant master at the Rotunda Hospital before
coming to Newcastle in 1899 as a lecturer in midwifery and
diseases of women. He was appointed professor in these
subjects in 1908. At that time gynaecological cases were

dealt with by the physicians and by the general surgeons.

Professor Lyle bought a house at the gates of the Infirmary,
which he equipped and ran as the Samaritan Free Dispen-
sary for Women. There he per.formed al large number of
operations, including many abdominal operations, and this
led to his being appointed gynaecologist to the Royal

Victoria Infirmary. The very small maternity hospital,
which had only fifteen beds, was quite inadequate for the

needs of such a large centre, so Lyle took over a large indus-
trial school and equipped it as a modern maternity hospital
with over ninety beds, which was opened in 1923 by the

Princess Royal. A public appeal for support met with a

very poor response. In spite of this he bought another large

house in the city and converted it into a maternity home for
women of moderate means. Both of these projects were

financially backed by Professor Lyle in the first instance
and were ultimately self-supporting.

In all his dealings Lyle was good-humoured and the
soul of generosity. As a chief he was kindness personified
in all his contacts with his subordinates. He was a most

careful and skilled operator and he abhorred fancy gadgets;

he seldom used a retractor even in the most difficult pelvic
operations. Professor Lyle was in advance of his early
contemporaries in deprecating the many operations for the
treatment of displacements of the uterus. He ridiculed, too,

the all too prevalent idea that backache was due to uterine
retroversion. He was always blunt and forthright in his
teaching. For example, he would say that the uterine sound
had only three uses; to procure abortion, to perforate the
uterus, and to introduce sepsis. An interesting feature of

his teaching was his insistence on examining a gynaeco-

logical case from above downwards, and not, as so many

tended to do, from below upwards. He emphasized the
importance of making a thorough general examination
before attempting a detailed examination of the pelvic
organs. p

Professor Lyle was popular with his students and with
his colleagues, and a prize in clinical midwifery is now asso-

ciated with his name. In 1921 at the annual meeting of
the British Medical Association he was president of the
Section of Obstetrics and Gynaecology. His main hobbies
were stamp-collecting and shooting. On his retirement from
the chair in 1935 he was appointed emeritus professor in
midwifery and gynaecology. The University also conferred
on him the honorary degree of doctor of surgery. For a

number of years he was a J.P. for the City of Newcastle,
and he was president of the Tyneside Irish Fellowship.
A fracture of the femur due to a fall some years ago con-

tributed much to the ill-health which marred his declining
years. The University of Durham owes much to his force-
ful personality and character, and there is no doubt that he
will be greatly missed. He leaves a wife and a daughter.

JOAN DURHAM TRETHOWAN, who died on December 1 at the
age of 53, was the daughter of Godfrey and Ellen Hickson.
Her grandfather was Arthur Edward Durham, surgeon to Guy's
Hospital. In 1916 she married Mr. William Henry Trethowan,
orthopaedic surgeon to Guy's Hospital. She had two sons,
both of whom qualified from Guy's. After her first husband's
death in 1934, Joan Trethowan herself studied medicine at the
Royal Free Hospital, and she qualified in 1943. She then held
a number of house appointments, including posts at the Royal
Devon and Exeter Hospital, the Brompton Hospital, and
Benenden Sanatorium, where her chiefs found her outstand-
ingly dependable and popular with both patients and nursing
staff. In 1945 she married Dr. Leslie Norman Trethowan, her
nephew by marriage, who is also an old Guy's man. These
facts give the mere outline of an exceptional life. Joan
Trethowan had the elegant education of a young lady born
at the end of the last century. She married at the early age
of 20, and lived a very full life as wife, parent, and close
assistant in every way to her brilliant husband. It is remark-
able that, when over 40, she should have had the courage and
determination to start a new career, learning elementary algebra
and science in order to pass-the special entrance examination
to London University. She was held in great affection by her
fellow students, most of whom were of the same age as her
own sons. Her vitality and youthful spirit carried her through
the ardours of medical study during the early years of the
recent war. Her first grandchild was born just a week before
she took her finals. Joan Trethowan delighted in living in the
country, and the last year of her life was extremely happy.
With her husband she made a new home near Dartmoor, where
she enjoyed from time to time the company of her sons, grand-
children, and friends. Her untimely death is a great grief to
her many friends-and because of her outstanding integrity,
wisdom, and sympathy her friends are very numerous, and
widely scattered in age and mode of life. She will be remem-
bered with admiration and affection by "Treth's". colleagues,
students, and patients at Guy's Hospital and the Royal National
Orthopaedic Hospital, as well as by all those who had the
privilege of being associated with her in medicine and friendship.
-M.K.

Dr. WILLIAM EDLUND LAWRENCE ALLEN died at his home in
Hawkshead on January 9 at the age of 84. Born at Carham
on the Tweed, he was the fourth son of the Rev. J. Allen, and
went to live in Hawkshead in 1876 when his father was
appointed vicar there. He was educated at Hawkshead Grammar
School, where Wordsworth had been a pupil, and at Glasgow
University. He graduated M.B., C.M. in 1888. After a period
as house-surgeon at the North Lonsdale Hospital, Barrow-in-
Furness, and as an assistant in Manchester, he returned to
Hawkshead in 1891. He moved to Ambleside five years later,
but retained his interest in Hawkshead and finally returned
there in 1929, retiring from practice only in 1945. While at
Ambleside Dr. Allen was divisional surgeon and founder of the
St. John Ambulance Brigade there, and for his services was
appointed a Serving Brother of the Order of St. John in 1927.
He was also chairman of the Ambleside Urban District Council
for a time. He was police surgeon for the Hawkshead area,
and during the war was medical officer for No. 1 Prisoner of
War Camp at Grizedale Hall. In 1893 he married Annie
Beatrice Henshaw, of Liverpool, who survives him with one
son and three daughters, one of them following her father's
profession.-A. D. G.

Dr. EDWARD REGINALD STANISLAS SWEENEY, who died on
January 16 in St. Mary's Hospital, Paddington, after only a
few days' illness, was 54. He had been in practice for over
twenty-five years in Notting Hill, where he was one of the
best-known and best-liked practitioners in the district. He
devoted himself to the care of his many patients, and children
in particular liked him and would do anything for him. Dr.
Sweeney was a student at St. Mary's Hospital, where he quali-
fied in 1923. He was captain of the St. Mary's hockey team
and was also a keen football player. During the 1914-18 war
he had served in Mesopotamia, and in the 1939-45 war he was
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in charge of a civil defence mobile unit in North Kensington.
Dr. Sweeney, who will be sadly missed by his patients, his
colleagues, and his many friends, was a well-known freemason.
He is survived by one son and two daughters.

Medico- Legal

FITNESS TO PLEAD
NORFOLK MURDER TRIAL

There were several unusual features in a case heard before
Mr. Justice Stable at Norwich Assizes on January 27.
James Frank Rivett, a bricklayer's labourer aged 21, was

found guilty of the murder of a 17-year-old schoolgirl,
Christine Ruth Cuddon, of Beccles, Suffolk.' The girl, who
was said to have distinguished herself in her studies at the
Sir John Leman School, was found strangled with her own scarf
in a cycle shed at the school.
A week previously a jury at Suffolk Assizes had found Rivett

sane and fit to plead. The issue of Rivett's sanity was raised
again, however, as soon as he appeared in the dock. Mr. Justice
Stable asked the jury to consider whether he was unfit to plead.
Two prison medical officers then gave evidence.

Dr. J. C. M. Matheson, of Brixton Prison, said he had fre-
quently spoken to Rivett, and he expressed the opinion that he
was certifiably insane. " Although he can recount events, he can-
not apply his mind to his present position, and he is careless and
apathetic." Dr. Matheson went on to say that Rivett would
not be able to understand fully the proceedings, nor to instr'ct
his counsel properly. He did not think Rivett would be able
to challenge a juror. In his view Rivett was suffering from
schizophrenia. He would have done what he did even if a
policeman had been standing by his side. Rivett, in conversa-
tion with him, had given no motive, and all he would say was
that the idea came to him suddenly. Dr. Matheson concluded
his evidence by saying: " In my opinion there was a disease of
the brain on November 5. I am prepared to certify him now."

Dr. Basil Tracey, who had seen Rivett at Norwich Prison,
said that he, too, was quite prepared to certify Rivett as insane.
He told the court : " I think he knew he was killing the girl, but
he did not realize the seriousness of it." Dr. Tracey also said:
"He has told me that he does not mind if he does die or is
executed. He says in a light-hearted way that he does not want
to serve a long sentence, and he says he would do somebody
else in to make sure."
The jury then retired for seven minutes and returned to

announce Rivett " sane and fit to plead." Mr. Justice Stable
described their verdict as a sensible one.
A new jury was then sworn in, and Mr. Granville Sharp,

for the Crown, outlined the prosecution's case. Christine
Cuddon had associated with Rivett for about four years, and
her parents had asked her to choose whether she would carry
on her training as a teacher or continue this undesirable asso-
ciation. She promised to carry on with her scholastic career.
On November 5 she went to a cinema and apparently met
Rivett by arrangement. Later that evening Rivett went to the
Beccles Police Station, where he was alleged to have said:
"You had better lock me up. I have just killed a girl. It
is right. I am not kidding. I strangled her." A police officer
would tell the jury that at that time Rivett seemed composed,
sober, and unexcited. A long statement alleged to have been
made by Rivett was then produced. It described how he had
tied the girl's scarf round her neck and pulled it tight. Then
to make sure he twisted the scarf round her neck again and tied
it again.
A cousin of the accuised said that three years ago he had

told her he would never be married because he would commit
murder and be hanged for it. He had said on two other occa-
sions that he would commit murder, but she did not think he
was serious.

Dr. Matheson and Dr. Tracey aaain gave evidence for the
defence. They were followed by Dr. Louis Rose, who said

'Manchester Guardian, Daily Telegraph, January 28, 1950.

that Rivett had been preoccupied with an ill-formed fantasy
of murder and his own self-destruction before this case.

Rivett had at first answered the charge before the new jury
with a plea of " guilty." Sir Charles Doughty, for the defence.
said: "You have heard this man plead guilty to the charge.
He does not want to get off." He was pleading against the
capital sentence against the will and the instructions of Rivett
himself. The jury then retired and reached its verdict after
nearly two hours.

In his summing up Mr. Justice Stable had referred to "that
mysterious and incomprehensible machine of the mind." He
asked the jury to remember the difference between " mad " and
" bad." He said that apart from the evidence of the cousin
there was no evidence of any family history of mental abnor-
mality. After donning the black cap and pronouncing the death
sentence. at all of which Rivett smiled, the judge went on to
say: "I am satisfied that the contribution the jury system makes
to the administration of criminal law is invaluable."

Universities and Colleges

UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD
In a Congregation held on January 19 the following degrees were
conferred:
B.M.-R. 0. H. Heape, J. P. Johnston.

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE
In Congregation on January 28 the degree of M.A. was conferred on
Arthur Leslie Banks, M.D., F.R.C.P., D.P.H., Professor of Human
Ecology in the University.
The following medical degrees were conferred in Congregation on

January 28:
M.D.-J. P. D. Mounsey, 0. Clarke, D. G. Abrahams, P. H. Nash.

R. A. Murray Scott.
M.B., B.CHIR.-*M. Rayne, *G. C. Hoffman, *A. C. Gibson,

*M. J. Hunter, *A. K. Knowles, *J. P. Lythgoe, *P. R. Thomson.
K. M. McFadyean, A. McGregor, *J. P. Lester, J. G. Elliott, *P. W.
Sole, R. G. Beard, *R. E. Eban, *G. H. Bond, *T. M. D. Gimlotte,
*P. J. Roffey, *R. C. Shepherd, *V. H. Smith, *J. T. B. Stewart, S. J.
Crews, G. H. J. Dickinson, M. P. Goodson, A. S. Law, *D. B.
Cathcart, *J W. H. Elder, *D. C. H. Garrod, *G. F. Hargreaves,
*D. Hilson, *J. C. A. Raison, E. J. C. Wynne, *H. M. C. Corfield.
*J. G. B. Myles, *J. L. R. Barlow, *J. 0. Seville, *G. F. Jolly, *H.
Wainstead, *D. J. D. Perrins,* K. F. Robinson, J. D. J. Havard.
*M. Marshall, *1. H. Seppelt, *M. J. Smith. *J. F. Trunchion, D. S.
Eastwood, *A. G. Ackerley, *M. J. Ball, *G. R. C. Fisher, *D. D.
La Touche, *P. D. S. Thomas, *J. D. W. Tomlinson, *R. H. R.
White, *M. B. S. Cooper, *J. C. Turner, *D. F. Richards, *Olwyn
K. Thomas, *P. Elliott, *D. H. Nixseaman.

*By proxy.

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON
A course of three lectures on " Statistical Problems Connected with
Medical Diagnosis " will be delivered by Professor Jerzy Neyman,
Professor of Mathematics and Director of the Statistical Laboratory
in the University of California, at University College (Eugenics
Theatre), Gower Street, W.C., on Mondays, February 27 and March
6 and 13, at 5.30 p.m. Thelectures are addressed to students of
the University and to others interested in the subject. Admission
is free, without ticket.

UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER
The title of Professof W. F. Gaisford will in future be that of
"Professor of Child Health and Paediatrics and Director of the
Department of Child Health."
The following appointments are announced: Honorary Special

Lectutrer in Patholoezy, Janmes Davson, M.B., B.S.; Lectuirer in Neuro-
surgery, G. K. Tutton, F.R.C.S.; Lectuirer in Venereal Diseases,
Robert Lees, M.D., F.R.C.P Ed.; Clinical Lecturer in Prosthetics,
Harry McIntyre. M.B, Ch.B., B.D.S., L.D.S.; Assistant Lecturer in
Radiology, G. B. Locke, M.B., Ch.B., D.M.R.D.; Assistant Lecturer
in Gvnaecological tathology. A. S. Woodcock, M.B., Ch.B.; Reader
in Rheumatic Disease and Clinical Director of Chronic Rheumatism
Centre, J. H. Kellgren, F.R.C.S.; Reader in Obstetrics and Gynac-
coloey. C. Scott Russell. F R.C.S.Ed., M.R.C.O.G.; Lerturer in
Surgery, R. P. Jepson, F.R.C.S.; Assistant Lecturer in Orthopaedic
Suirgery, J. K. Wright, M.B., Ch.B.

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.1.4649.379 on 11 F
ebruary 1950. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://www.bmj.com/

