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HEARD AT HEADQUARTERS

The Country's Money
Abuse of the Health Service by some patients seems to be
worrying the Treasury. It annoys doctors too, for it tends to
break up the relationship of trust that all agree should exist
between doctor and patient. A doctor tells us that the wife of
a diabetic patient on his list asked a few weeks ago for a pre-
scription to replace a broken Record syringe for her husband.
She produced the broken syringe and the doctor gave his
prescription. A week later she returned with another broken
syringe and asked for another prescription. The doctor pointed
out that he had supplied one only a week before, but neverthe-
less gave it. When the same thing happened a week later he
declined to give yet another prescription. A few days later he
received the following letter from the patient: " Dear Doctor,
In future please note if I send over to you for anything which
I am entitled to I do not want you to tell my. wife that I should
buy a syringe, when I want to buy anything I1 dont want your
advise or your complaints as I pay 9s. -8d. per week-for your
services and everything that goes with it, and I intend to have
every ounce of flesh this is the second time you grumbled at
my wife and please dont try and save the country money hoping
you will keep this in mind."

Trend
A doctor sent us the following letter he has received from a

patient " to show," as he says, " the trend of general practice ":
"Gauze (large roll), powder for my foot, lint, tablets for
reducing, have you anything to take a quicker effect than the
tablets I am now taking. I have a skin rash of small pimples
mostly on the fingers round the nails, they itch very much also
on my face, please could I have something for it, also a note
for glasses, my old ones are broken, one of the lens have come
out, I need them urgently. Thanking you. Please could my
daughter have a large bottle of Blaud's Pills."

Health Service Tax
We have recently heard suggested another scheme for saving

money spent on the Health Service and commend it also to the
Chancellor of the Exchequer, whose hints in the Budget speech
about a special tax are unlikely to deter any Englishman from
altering his accustomed ways until disaster, in this case financial,
is upon him. The patient would be taxed; 6d. when he visited
the doctor, or the doctor visited him, by making him buy a 6d.
postage stamp from the doctor. Doctors would buy sheets of
them from the post office and stick one on their patients' cards
on each occasion. There are some drawbacks: the scheme
would make more work for already harassed doctors, and the
patients might forget to bring their cards. Again, the Govern-
ment might think it' rather unsocialistic-but many Labour
members thought that of Sir Stafford's Budget.

Branss Plates
The brass plate, although there is a certain flourish about it,

is not always the most legible means of conveying information.
In a doctors' quarter in a provincial town the other day we had
occasion to look at a number of brass plates, and on some of
them the name could only with difficulty be made out, and the
surgery hours were quite indecipherable. Small wooden panels
such as have come into vogue in Harley Street, and on which
the name can be painted and repainted, although they may
have a certain temporary look, can at least be read,. as a good
many names " writ in brass " cannot.

TRADE UNION MEMBERSHIP
The following is a list of local authorities which are under-
stood to require employees to be members of a trade union
or other organization:
Metropolitan Borough Coioncils.-Fulham, Hackney, Poplar.
Non-County Borough Counlcils.- Dartford, Wallsend.
Urban District Coiincils.-Denton, Droylsden, Houghton-le-

Spring, Huyton-with-Roby, Redditch (restricted to new appoint-
ments), Tyldesley.

Questions Answered

Medicines for Private Patients
Q.- l "Medical Notes in Parliament" (Journal, Nov. 20,

1948, p. 921) Mr. Bevan, inl reply to a question on the above
subject by Sir Wavell Wakefield on Nov. 11, is reported to
have stated that "he would not feel justified in supplying [to
private patients] medicines or appliances ordered by doctors
who were not taking part in the Service.... May it be
understood from this that doctors who are takintg part in the
Service may order medicines and appliances on Form E.C.10
for such private patients as may remain to them?

If the answer to the above is in the negative, what is the
position with regard to the supply of medicines and appliances
by a doctor (who is taking part in the Service) to a patient who
wishes to be his private patient and has previouisly registered
ott the list of another practitioner?
A.-The reply given by th-e Minister to Sir Wavell Wakefield

on Nov. 11, 1948, is o'ne of many. which.have been given on
the subject of medicines for private patients. In other replies
the Minister has made it clear that he is not prepared to admit
the right of private patients to receive drugs, medicines, and
appliances under the public Service, irrespective of whether or
not the practitioner concerned is taking part in the public
Service. Under the present regulations a practitioner cannot
issue a prescription on E.C.10 to a patient who is consulting
him privately, even though that patient may be registered with
another practitioner.

Call from Police
Q.-Is it in order for the police to question a doctor oni

whether he is going to attend a patient on his list ? 1 recently
received a telephone call to visit a patient-no statement
whether it was urgent or not. I replied that cases requiring
visiting should be sent before 10 a.m. An hour later the police
ranig up to say they understood I had had a call to visit the case
and was I going to attend ? Thinking it was urgent I went at
great inconvenience, to find the man had been in bed for four
days with influenza. His chief anxiety was that he wanted a
niote to say he was unable to attend before the Regional Medical
Officer the next day.
A.-No statutory duty is vested with the police to question

a doctor on whether he is going to attend a National Health
Service patient. In this case it is presumed the patient got on
to the police and asked them to find out whether the doctor
intended to visit him, and the police, not knowing whether the
case was urgent or not, thought it right to get in touch with
the doctor. The onus of deciding when a patient is visited must
rest with the doctor, and the patient has his remedy if he con-
siders his request to the doctor has not been reasonably dealt
with.

Eanings and Superannuation
Q.-I amn employed by a regional board as a part-time

consultant. My work includes hospital sessions and domiciliary
consultations as a surgeon. Does the amount I earn from
domiciliary consultations counlt for penision in the same way
as the salary for hospital sessions?
A.-Yes. Superannuation deductions and benefits are related

to remuneration, and the Superannuation Regulations define
the term " remuneration " to include all salary, wages, fees,
and other payments paid or made to an officer as such for his
own use, and also the money value of any apartments, rations,
or other allowances in kind appertaining to his employment.
It does not include payments for overtime or any allowances
paid to him to cover the cost of providing office or laboratory
accommodation or clerical or other assistance, or any travelling
or subsistence allowance or other moneys to be spent, or to
cover expenses incurred by him, for the purposes of his
employment.

Correction.-Under the heading " Salary for Trainee Assistant "
in the Supplement of April 23 (p. 239) the figure £750 should have
been £700 as the maximum sum payable to a trainee assistant to pro-
vide for salary and boarding expenses. The figures tabulated in the
example are correct.
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