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Speransky, whose book, A Basis for the Theory of Medicine,
is largely concerned with a study of the role of the C.N.S.
in infective diseases, quotes many experiments in line with
those referred to by Dr. Ritchie Russell. For example, he
shows that after freezing an area of cerebral cortex there is a
critical time within which the traumatized area must be excised
in order to prevent the subsequent development of epilepsy.
After this interval a process is generated in the C.N.S. which is
independent of the original stimulus and which has its own
dynamism. He shows that an intramuscular injection of tetanus
toxin will be ineffective in causing local tetanus if the nerves
supplying the muscle are first cocainized, even though potent
toxin can be demonstrated in the nerve trunks about the block.
Apparently the specific stimulus of tetanus toxin requires to
reach the C.N.S. through the nerve endings.

In a case of recovered tetanus he was able, months later,
to provoke a recurrence of the spasms by a " second blow,"
such as a non-specific injury to a nerve. It was as though the
pattern of tetanus had been implanted in the C.N.S. and the
specificity of response to subsequent trauma resided more in
the C.N.S. than in the nature of the traumatizing agent.

It may be that this approach will throw light on the nature
of "susceptibility" and give a deeper meaning to Osler's
dictum that there are no illnesses-only ill people. No doubt
much of Speransky's work will need to be checked and revised,
but, having assimilated its basic concept, it istscarcely possible
to spend a day in clinical work without receiving a hint-
however tenuous-that the role of the C.N.S. in integrating
pathological processes and in organizing their peripheral
manifestations is of profound importance to the understanding
of medicine.-I am, etc.,
Birmingham. J. S. HORN.

Haematemesis
SIR,-Drs. D. C. Lewin and Sidney Truelove (March 5,

p. 383) make the interesting suggestion that in haemorrhage
from peptic ulcer the fatality rate is influenced much more
by the age of the patient than by the chronicity of the ulcer.
I believe that there may be a fallacy in their argument, which
involves deducing the pathological state of the ulcer mainly
from the duration of the dyspepsia. In his Goulstonian
Lectures on the subject of haematemesis and melaena (Sept. 20,
1947, p. 442, and Sept. 27, 1947, p. 478) Avery Jones showed,
concerning bleeding from gastric ulceration, that the total
history of dyspepsia was no longer in the case of the chronic
than in that of the acute lesion. Experience suggests that this
may also be true of duodenal cases. Indeed, Drs. Lewin and
Truelove recognize this difficulty when they say, "A certain
number of patients in the 'unknown ' or 'acute ulcer groups'
were later found to be suffering from chronic peptic ulcers."

While acknowledging that the authors have done valuable
service in re-emphasizing the lowered resistance to haemorrhage
of the older patient, I feel that nothing should be allowed to
obscure the fact that death is almost always due to bleeding
from a chronic ulcer with which arteriosclerosis is often
associated.-I am, etc.,

Liverpool. NORMAN GIBBON.

Artificial Inse'mination
SIR,-The attack launched upon the Medical Defence Union

by the Archbishop of Canterbury and by Lord Merriman
during the House of Lords debate on artificial insemination
(reported in the Journal of March 26, p. 550) appears to
be misdirected and perhaps due to a failure by each of
them to appreciate the function and services of that body.
It is possible that they may labour under the conviction that
the Union sponsors or advocates a particular line of treatment
such as artificial insemination. This is not so. The decision
whether artificial insemination will constitute appropriate
treatment for any given patient rests within the judgment of
the doctor in attendance. He and he alone can determine
whether or not it is fitting and proper to recommend that line
of treatment to remedy a sterile marriage.
The Union, fulfilling a primary function defined in its Memo-

randum, has consistently warned its members in a suitable
manner of the medico-legal dangers associated with artificial

insemination. It has pointed out that they may be accused of
negligence, of adultery, or of conspiracy. It has shown to those
who desire to undertake this form of therapy the precautions
that they should adopt, and it has published two documents
which it has been advised by its solicitors are suitable for
completion by the parties concerned. It holds no brief for
any person who knowingly commits perjury at the time of the
registration of the child that is the result of A.I.D.

If the Archbishop's commission had afforded the Union an
opportunity of appearing before it when it was in session it
is just possible that the persons appointed to give evidence on
its behalf would have removed some of the unfortunate mis-
apprehensions that appear to have arisen in their minds.
The law may require alteration, but this should only be

effected, if necessary, after t1* matter of artificial insemination
has been fully explored by a Royal Commission or a depart-
mental committee. It would be unfortunate if the Church
were once more to align itself with the opponents of a new
form of therapy before that therapy has been properly examined
by competent authorities and either condemned or confirmed.-
I am, etc.,

ROBERT FORBES,
London, W.C. 1. Secretary. The Medical Defence Union.

The Arab Refugees
SIR,-The Jewish Society for Human Service is concerned

for the Arab refugees, victims of the fighting in the Middle
East and now said to number three-quarters of a million.
"Their state," wrote The Times correspondent in Jericho on
Feb. 21, " beggars description." In particular, there is a
disastrous shortage of drugs. Of the larger donations promised
by governments only the British million pounds has been paid-
a pound or so per head of refugees who must be fed, clothed,
housed, cured. I have it on the authority of a Minister of
the Crown that drugs are so short simply because food is the
priority and there is not nearly enough money for everything.
May I beg your readers to send a contribution for this pur-

pose to the Jewish Society for Human Service, 14, Henrietta
Street, London, W.C.2 ? As the Society is collecting for many
other needs of these refugees, contributions should be ear-
marked "Drugs for Arab Relief."-I am, etc.,

London, W.C.2. VICTOR GOLLANCZ.

Psychiatric Indications for Abortion
SIR,-The annotation on psychiatric indications for abortion

(March 19, p. 489) supports the view that with the advent
of family allowances, maternity benefit, and a comprehensive
health service there is less indication for abortion on " social
grounds." From your observation that " nevertheless the over-
prolific family will continue to suffer hardship" it is clear
that the term "economic" should have been substituted for
" social." You go on to say that in Switzerland, where
changes in the law relating to abortion have been introduced,
the remedy of sterilization is provided for the over-prolific
family. You conclude your annotation by suggesting that the
wider use of sterilization in women who are unfitted to bear
and to rear children would reduce the number of occasions
when difficult decisions have to be taken about the therapeutic
termination of pregnancy.

In the first place, I venture to suggest that economic factors
alone neither justify termination of pregnancy nor sterilization,
and in practice it is extremely rare for a request for either
to be made on such grounds. When economic factors are
advanced it is usually by parents, who sometimes cannot do
justice to their existing children. They are invariably quite
comfortably off, have planned a small family, and budgeted
accordingly. Really badly off parents, who sometimes cannot
even afford a contraceptive appliance, never seem to worry
very much over the threat to their economy constituted by an
unexpected pregnancy. The anxiety reaction on the part of
the moderately well-off planning parent is always much greater
than that of her hard-up and haphazard contemporary.

Is it seriously suggested that the payment of family allowance
or the provision of a free maternity service is going to make
all the difference between affording and wanting another child
and requesting an abortion or sterilization ? To what extent
is it considered that the comprehensive health service will
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