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manifestations, and in its reactions to various methods of treat-
ment. Is it therefore surprising that the different strains should
differ in their susceptibility to suppression or true causal prophy-
laxis by proguanil ? Is it not rather more surprising that
manufacturers of antimalarial drugs should confidently draw
conclusions and issue instructions which they apparently intend
to be of world-wide application when these are so often based
on experiences in limited parts of the globe ? At a time when
many are leaving the home country to seek new lives abroad,
your columns can help to teach the valuable lesson that advice
on matters of protection against endemic diseases is best
obtained from those with local experience, and that gener-
alized advice may be misleading or inadequate.-I am, etc.,

Li Rangu, Sudan. P. H. ABBOTT.

POINTS FROM LETERS
Treatment of Simple Ganglion
Mr. H. J. NIGHTINGALE (Milford-on-Sea, Hants) writes: The

correspondence on the treatment of ganglion reminds me of a
method, not so far advocated in your columns which I found in a
surgical textbook some years ago. The author, whose name I have
forgotten, prided himself on writing a book on surgery for the first
time in English instead of Latin; he flourished in the reign of
William and Mary. His methods for emergency surgery such as
strangulated hernia were often excellent, and he even anticipated
Lister by his repeated advice to wash the wound during the operation
with spirits of wine. But when he came to the treatment of ganglion
his surgical instinct was overcome by the older principles of magic.
He advised first of all the family-Bible method (thus confirming
your correspondent's idea that this technique dates from the days of
Queen Anne), wisely suggesting that the force used should not be
enough to break the bone. If this failed, he recommended binding
on with plaster a piece of one of the heavy metals, "best of all
a lead bullet that has killed one of the larger animals, such as a stag."
But magic had its limitations even for him, and he mentions only
to condemn in his more scientific days "such barbarous ideas as
bringing the sufferer in contact with the hand of a corpse."

Penicillin Sensitivity
Dr. H. H. MARGULIES (Lcndon, N.W.2) writes: With reference to

the recent frequent correspondence on the subject of penicillin sensi-
tivity, I think that the following case may be of general interest.
A boy aged 11 years, slightly plethoric, developed acute tonsillitis
with a temperature of 102' F. (38.9' C.). I gave him 500,000 i.u. of
oral penicillin daily for four days, and the condition has cleared
completely. The boy was never given pe-iicillin before. ltourteen
days later the boy started to complain of pains in his wrists and
ankles, and again shot up a temperature of 100° F. (37.8' C.). I
could find nothing abnormal on examination till two days later, when
he developed a severe urticaria over the whole body coupled with
considerable, very painful swellings in the joints of both elbows,
hands, knees, and feet. He was giveni large doses of " benadryl " and
aspirin, but the condition did not start subsiding till nine days later.
It took over three weeks to clear completely, and the boy has still
shown after seven weeks a tendency to urticarial weals on the
slightest injury.

Clasical Caesarean Section
Dr. C. UHMA (London, W.3) writes: In his letter (Feb. 5, p. 242)

on the interesting problem of caesarean section Dr.,Tim Boland does
not state the type of case under his treatment. To .judge whether
the classical caesarean operation was rightly chosen it is very essential
to know which followed-hysterectomy or myomectomy. In the first
case it makes no difference if the lower-segment operation or the
classical one was performed.. In the second case it would be prefer-.
able, in my opinion, to perform the lower-segment operation after
removing the fibroid as a whole than to make another incision for the
classical section and so to extend the injuries to the uterus which was
left.

Causes of Rib Fracture
Dr. A. H. MICHAEL-PHILLIPS (Littleborough, Lancs) writes: I am

prompted by recent articles in the Journal to record the following.
About two years ago It was called to visit a young woman of about
35 Years of age who had severe pain in the left side. She had been
out earlier that day with her young man, and on rising from the
bank on which they had been sitting she felt something snap, " like
a twig." She experienced a sudden sharp pain in her left chest and
got home with difficulty. It seemed too slight a degree of traumna,
but x-ray examination confirmed the diagnosis of a fracture of the
left 7th rib.

Obituary
SIR WILLIAM HALE-WHITE, K.B.E., M.D., F.R.C.P.

Sir Williatn Hale-White, who died at his home in Oxford on
Feb. 26 at the age of 91, was well known as a clinician and
teacher and as the author of a famous textbook. He was on
the staff of Guy's Hospital for thirty-four years.
William Hale-White was born on Nov. 7, 1857, in London.

His father, William Hale White, was a distinguished nineteenth-
century writer who used the pseudonym " Mark Rutherford."
Hale-White entered Guy's Hospital Medical School in 1875.
He graduated M.B. with honours in medicine in 1879, and
proceeded M.D. a year later. After qualifying, he was
resident in Guy's Hospital as
a house-physician, and was
subsequently resident medical _
officer at the Evelina Hospital
for Children. In 1881 he be-
came demonstrator in anatomy
at Guy's, and continued this
work until 1885, when he was
appointed assistant physician.
He then took over the lecture-
ship in materia medica, pharma-
cology, and therapeutics, and
continued to hold this post until i
1899, when he became lecturer
in medicine.

It was in 1892 that the first
edition of Materia Medica,
Pharmacy, Pharmacology, and
Therapeutics appeared. Its suc-
cess was deserved, and it is [Press 1or1rait Bureau
still in demand. The twenty-

[

sixth edition was published in 1944. A more elaborate work
was the Textbook of Pharmacology and Therapeutics which
Hale-White edited in 1901. Another book, Common Affec-
tions of the Liver, published in 1908, embodied his con-
siderable experience of this subject as a clinician and as a
teacher.
Hale-White was elected F.R.C.P. in 1888, and he was one of

the examiners for the College for eight years. He was also
censor, councillor, Croonian lecturer in 1897, and Harveian
orator in 1927, His four Croonian lectures were concernid
with the means by which the temperature of the body is m~in-
tained in health and disease. This was a subject to wlhich
Hale-White had for many years paid special attention. 'He
had taken part in a discussion on pyrexia and its treatment at
the Bristol Meeting of the British Medical Association in 1894,
and had previously published papers in the Journal of Physio-
logy " on a method of obtaining the specific heat of certain
warm-blooded animals." The Harveian oration, " Bacon,
Gilbert, and Harvey," was a consideration of the influence
which men around Harvey might have had in encouraging
him to investigate by experimental observation rather than by
deduction from the opinions of previous workers.

During the 1914-18 war Hale-White was a brevet-colonel
and consulting physician to a number of war hospitals and a
member of the Final Medical Appeal Board. He was also
chairman of Queen Mary's Royal Naval Hospital, Southend.
In 1919, after twenty-nine years as physician to Guy's Hospital,
he retired and was made consulting physician. In the same
year he was created K.B.E. He was president of the Medical
Society of London in the following year, and president of the
Royal Society of Medicine in 1922-3. For many years he was
treasurer of the Association of Physicians of Great Britain and
Ireland, apd much of the success of the Society, of which he
was president in 1930-1, was due to his work for it.

Hale-White was much sought after by universities as an
examiner first in materia medica and subsequently in medicine.
He wrote many papers for Guy's Hospital Reports and for
other medical journals. He was responsible for several articles
in Allbutt's System of Medicine and in French's Index of
Differential Diagnosis. After his retirement from practice
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