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Medico-Legal

STILBOESTROL AS A CAUSE OF CANCER
[FROM OUR MEDICO-LrGAL CORRESPONDENT]

A new form of medical malpractice is alleged in a report from
California' of a suit brought by an ex-patient. The doctor
pleaded that the action was barred by lapse of time. The
trial court dismissed the complaint, but the district court of
appeal held that the State's statute of limitations does not
begin to run until the patient knows, or with ordinary care
should know, the cause of his injury, and therefore allowed
the action to proceed. This is as far as the report goes, but
the allegations are interesting.
The patient says that frorm January, 1942, until June, 1943,

the physician prescribed a substantial quantity of medicine
containing stilboestrol in tablet form, and on June 1 ordered
a hundred more tablets to be taken at the rate of one a day.
After she had taken these tablets she took twenty-six more
on the advice of another physician, whom she is also suing.
She further alleged that stilboestrol is a synthetic oestrogen
containing cancerous properties which may produce or cause
cancer of the breast, especially in a woman with a family
history of cancer of the breast, and that it should not be
administered for prolonged periods, and only after a physical
examination. She says that the physician knew that she had
such a family history, for her mother had died from cancer
of the breast. About Jan. 15, 1945, she says, while she was
under the care and treatment of this physician and another,
a lump developed in her right breast which laboratory tests
disclosed to be cancer. On Feb. 10, 1945, she had an opera-
tion for removal of the breast.
The result of the action will be awaited with interest. The

patient's obvious difficulty is to establish, in the present state
of knowledge of the carcinogenic properties of oestrogen (if
any), the required link of causation between the substance and
the disease, and also that the treatment prescribed showed want
of due skill and care.

1 J. Amer. nmed. Ass., 1948, 136, 712.

Medical Notes in Parliament

Biopsy on Mutton
Answcring Captain CROWDER on May 12, Dr. SUMMERSKILL
said the Regulation in Statutory Instrument No. 886 of 1948
had been made to permit the importatioin of carcasses of mutton
and lamb from which a lymphatic gland had been removed.
British Regulations were now in line with those of the Southern
Dominions, where such meat was ordinarily used for human
consumption. A very careful examination was made. The
prescapular, superficial-inguinal, supra-mammary, and precrural
lymphatic glands were all removed. If a state of emaciation was
found and the glands were affected, as happened much more
often with mutton than with beef, the carcass was destroyed.
She had dxamined some of these carcasses in Australia in 1945
but the Ministry wished to make quite sure that the complaint
was not communicable to human beings. For that reason the
amended Regulation had been delayed. The meat used would
be the same as any other meat which had not had the lymphatic
glands removed from it.

Paying Patients
Mr. MITCHISON on May 14 asked whetlher anyone who was

the paying patient of a general practitioner not undertaking to
provide medical services under the National Health Service
Act would be entitled to use the hospital and specialist services
available under Part II of the Act; what steps should be taken
by or on behalf of such a patient if it was found that he required
those services; and in what respect his use of them would
differ from their use by a patient who had been accepted by a
doctor for general medical services under the Act.

Mr. BEVAN'S answer was that the same hospital and specialist
services under the new Act would be available to any patient
who required them, whether he availed himself of general
medical services under Part IV of the Act or not. Normally he
would be referred to these services by his doctor, but he
was not debarred from getting them otherwise.

The Services
Air Vice-Marshal P. C. Livingston, C.B., C.B.E., A.F.C., has been

appointed Honorary Surgeon to the King in succession to Air
Marshal Sir Andrew Grant, K.B.E., C.B., K.H.S., who has
relinquished the appointment on retirement.
Surgeon Lieutenant-Commander J. L. Holgate, R.N.V.R., has

been awarded the R.N.V.R. Decoration.
Colonel C. H. Budd, M.C., T.D., D.L., has been appointed

Honorary Colonel, No. 6 (E) General Hospital.
Colonel A. H. Whyte, D.S.O., T.D., has been appointed Honorary

Colonel, 50th (N) Infantry Division, R.A.M.C., in succession to
Colonel W. E. Hume, C.M.G.
The following decorations have been conferred by the President of

the U.S.A. in recognition of distinguished services in the cause of
the Allies:

Legion of Merit, Degree of Officer.-Brigadiers (Temporary) H. L.
Garson, O.B.E., M.C., T.D., and Sir Lionel E. H. Whitby, K.C.V.O.,
M.C., R.A.M.C.
Bronze Star.-Major R. Pollock and Major (Temporary) W. R.

Henderson, O.B.E., R.A.M.C.
The following decorations have been conferred by the Pr-ince

Regent of Belgium in recognition of distinguished services in the
cause of the Allies:

Officer of the Order of the Crown.-Lieutenant-Colonel A.
Harrison-Hall and Lieutenant-Colonel (acting) H. V. Brennan,
O.B.E., R.A.M.C.

Officer of the Order of Leopold.-Colonel C. D. M. Buckley,
M.C., late R.A.M.C.

Officer of the Order of Leopold II.-Major (Temporary) C. E.
Gallagher, O.B.E., R.A.M.C.

Croix Militaire 2nd Class.-Captain (Temporary) E. A. Harris,
R.A.M.C.
The King of the Hellenes has conferred the decoration of Com-

mander of the Royal Order of the Phoenix upon Colonel (Tem-
porary) M. R. Burke, O.B.E., R.A.M.C., in recognition of distin-
guished services in the cause of the Allies.
The Queen of the Netherlands has conferred the decoration of

Grand Officer of the Order of Orange Nassau with Swords upon
Lieutenant-General Sir Alexander Hood, G.B.E., K.C.B., K.H.P.,late R.A.M.C., in recognftion of distinguished services in the cause
of the Allies.
The King of the Hellenes has conferred the Distinguished Service

Medal upon Colonel J. P. LaPlante, O.B.E., E.D., R.C.A.M.C., in
recognition of distinguished services in the cause of the Allies.

In a Supplement to the London Gazette dated March 19, and in
the Journal of April 10 (p. 712) an announcement appeared stating
that the King of Norway had conferred the King IHaakon VII
Liberty Cross upon Major (Temporary) J. N. MacArtney, M.B.E.,
R.A.M.C., in recognition of distinguished services in the cause of
the Allies. This name should have read Major J. E. McCartney,
R.A.M.C.

DEATHS IN THE SERVICES
Lieut.-Col. G. H. GODDARD, D.S.O., died on April 20 after a brief
illness. Born in London in 1873, he was the son of Lieut.-Col.
Thomas Goddard, of the Indian Army. He was edutcated at
University College School and University College Hospital, and
took the conjoint diploma in 1895. He spent two years as surgeon
to the British India Steam Navigation Company, followed by two
years in resident posts at the Sheffield Royal Infirmary. He joined
the R.A.M.C. in 1899 and served through the Boer War, gaining
the Queen's Medal with three clasps, and the King's Medal With
two clasps. He also served in France with the rank of lieutenant-
colonel during the first world war, was awarded the D.S.O. and
was four times mentioned in dispatches; he was gassed in 1916.
Goddard acted as D.D.M.S. at Gibraltar in 1919, being invalided
on pension in 1923. He was then given command of the Military
Hospital at Norton Barracks, Worcester, and finally retired in 1943,
though he still remained active as chairman of the local pensions
board. He became a member of the British Medical Association in
1901, was chairman of the Worcester and Bromsgrove Division in
1936-7, and a representative at the Annual Representative Meeting at
Plymouth in 1938; and he was appointed Local Emergency Officer
in the same year. During his twenty-five years in Worcester Goddard
took part in many social and semi-public activities. He was made
a Knight of Grace of the Venerable Order of St. John of Jerusalem
in 1923, and for many years examined in first aid. He was also
vice-chairman of the Worcestershire Joint Committee of the Red
Cross and Order of St. John. He was a prominent Freemason,
being a Past Grand Deacon of the United Grand Lodge of England,
and Past Deputy District Grand Master of Gibraltar; he held high
office in some of the higher degrees of Freemasonry. He was twice
married, and leaves two sons by his first marriage, and a wvidow and
one son of hisk secorid marriage. Colonel Goddard had a charming
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