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more than twenty-five years had opportunity to study the effects
of ultra-violet irradiation, utter a serious warning: anyone who
would accept the- findings of this report at their face value and
would draw the necessary practical conclusion from it (which
ought to be tantamount to a negation of any value of the arti-
ficial sunlight treatment) would be running a grave risk and
may easily cause grievotus harm to a national cause of great
importance-to the health and well-being of the industrial
worker.-I am, etc.,

L. SCHMIDT,
Consulting Physician and Medical Supervisor
to the Rheumatism clinics of the Butterley

Ollerton Hall, Newark. Collieries and Ironworks.

*** A leading article on Dr. Colebrook's report appears on
page 882.-ED., B.M.J.

Drugs and the National Health Service
SIR,-The high cost of new drugs and apparatus is defended

by the manufacturers as a necessary part of research costs.
Before the war the Government provided a limited sort of
protection to the public against unfair or prohibitive prices
for a few very important drugs like insulin; but the early costs
of the more effective sulphonamides were only to be met, for
working people, through the hospitals, and for several years
one of the most effective-sulphadiazine-was sold at a price
which made the research which had gone to produce it benefit
only the well-to-do. Now folic acid, which, if claims are
justified, will replace liver injections in the treatment of per-
nicious anaemia and sprue, and which will cure certain hither-
to refractory anaemias, is to be marketed at 3s. a tablet, the
effective daily dose being about four tablets. During the war
Fleming's discovery of penicillin as a remedy was exploited
exclusively by the Government for the people as a whole and
was supplied free-i.e., the whole cost falling on taxation; it
is now to be sold at a controlled but not negligible price.
You will agree that the health service must not run the

risk of incurring the criticism levelled at panel practice, of
limiting the cost of drugs and apparatus prescribed, and sur-
charging the "extravagant" doctor. But neither must it be
possible for fortunes to be made out of drugs at the public
expense. I believe there are no advantages accruing to the
commercial exploitation of pharmacy and instrument manu-
facture in the direction of independent research and cheapness
of manufacture which are not outweighed by permitting the
advertisement of doubtful, inferior, or unproved remedies. The
solution of this problem, as has been magnificently demon-
strated in the case of penicillin, is the-endowment of research
laboratories in the universities and in association with a
nationalized drug industry, experimental work being encour-
aged in the health service whenever conditions allow of reliable
results. The field of commercial " private enterprise " should
be limited to cosmetics and the simpler kinds of home remedies.
-I am, etc.,

Inverness. D. G. LEYs.

The Health Service Bill
SIR,-Those of us who believe that the passing of the

National Health Service Bill will result in a better medical
service for the country must make it our chief concern to
ensure that bureaucracy will have no place in it. Mr. Bevan,
in the Second Reading of the Bill, described democracy as
active participation in administration and policy; this can only
be attained by the medical profession and those in the ancillary
services by the recognition of staff committees in all spheres
of activity and with adequate representation of the professions
at all levels of the administration.
The active participation of the consumer-the general public

-will take place through the representation of the local authori-
ties, but many feel this is too remote and indirect, especially
with the regionalization of the hospitals. Many of the hospitals
at the present time have inspired a devoted body of voluntary
workers who take a local pride and a personal interest in the
hospital situated in their area. I suggest that a voluntary
workers committee, drawn from the various organizations in
the locality of a hospital or group of hospitals, should be
formed with representation on the Hospital Management

Committee. This would stimulate local interest and local feel-
ing of responsibility and provide a direct link between the
hospital and the people in the area.-I am, etc.,
Birmingham. M. BARROW.

SIR,-It seems probable that all doctors come up against
samples of "the shape of things to come" under a State-
directed medical service, and it might be of use to collect
such samples and publish them. It should not be less helpful
than the publication of a great many letters which contain
only generalizations and hypotheses.

This small town, which serves a large rural area, is blessed
in the possession of a very well built, well-equipped modern
hospital, but the profession in the area has recently been in-
formed that the local education authority will accept financial
responsibility only for children who are sent to designated
hospitals in Plymouth (25 miles), Exeter (42 miles), and Truro
(47 miles). For my own part I am prepared to agree that
major surgery should not be conducted in any hospital when
no resident is employed, but to find oneself eliminated from
all part in the treatment of one's child patients who need hos-
pitalization is more than a little startling.-I am, etc.,

Launceston. DONALD M. O'CONNOR.

Hospital Survey of East Anglia
SIR,-Your brief note on the hospital survey in East Anglia

(May 18, p. 771) calls for a little comment, which I venture to
make, and I hope you will accept, because the report is not at
all fair to Peterborough Memorial Hospital. The visitation
to the district took place in October, 1942, and the Ministry
of Health survey was based upon that visit. Since 1942 Peter-
borough Memorial Hospital has made the following advances
among others: (1) Installation of the medical superintendent
with clearly defined powers and responsibilities. (2) Arrange-
ments for full-time salaried specialists. (3) Enlargements of
the theatre, x-ray department, and pathological department,
with new building in all three. (4) Foundation of a maternity
wing. (5) Establishment of a rehabilitation department.
(6) New and enlarged programmes of consultation clinics.
(7) A doubling of the general work of the hospital.-I am, etc.,

G. F. WALKER,
Medical Superintendent and Physician.

Peterborough and District Memorial Hospital.

In the Words of Eliza Doolittle
SIR,-Some months ago I formed a " local " Spens Committee

under the inexpert chairmanship of myself. It consisted of a
butcher, a baker, a candlestick-maker, a banker, a school teacher,
a bricklayer, a bookmaker's "runner." The question put to
each of them was this: " What remuneration would you expect
if you were offered a job on the following terms ? Your hour°s
will be from 9 a.m. till 9 p.m. daily with two half-hours off for
meals. Your meals may be undisturbed, but you are quite
likely to be interrupted on several occasions just to sign a
small piece of paper or to give a word of advice. From 9 p.m.
till 9 a.m. you are free, but must be prepared to go to your
place of work if called upon. You may be away for only half
an hour at a time, and with luck may not be called on at all,
but you must be prepared at all times to come if asked. On
one half-day a week you will be free about 2 or 3 or 4 p.m.
under the same conditions as your 9 p.m. freedom of other days.
On Sundays you need not appear at your place of work, but
must be ready to come if called upon, probably on at least
half a dozen occasions. You can go on a holiday if you like
or be ill if you dare, but only if you arrange for a fellow-worker
to take your place-and be responsible for his wages, board and
lodging, and means of transport. On public holidays you are
very likely to be required, as all fellow-workers in Government
and municipal employment will be on holiday, and even if they
have skeleton staffs at work these will not be as available as
you. You may be single if you choose, but it is to be hoped
that you are married, as your wife or someone must be pre-
pared to answer all 'calls made at your home, and no single
woman outside of Bedlam is likely to be willing to shoulder
that responsibility. You are never likely to reach the age of
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