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DEVASTATED MEDICAL LIBRARIES

The Minister of Health attended at the Royal Society of
Medicine on May 17 to give his blessing to a project for
sending microfilm reproductions of medical literature pub-
lished during the war years, of sufficient continuity to be
instructive in the subjects with which they deal, to replenish
the devastated medical libraries of Europe. Mr. Bevan spoke
appreciatively of the natural apprehensions of publi-shers in
this connexion, but he thought it would be easy to obtain
assurances from the recipients of the microfilms that they
would not be used for piratical purposes in the countries con-
cerned. Medical learning in these countries, he said, was
suffering not only from the loss of libraries representing the
accumulations of the past, but also from the fact that for six
years it had been impossible to keep abreast of medical publi-
cations elsewhere, and he thought the project must appeal to
every civilized intelligence.

Dr. N. M. Goodman, medical director of U.N.R.R.A., said
that in his contacts with medical men on the Continent during
the last twelve months, when he asked them what was their
greatest need, their almost invariable reply was " To be brought
up to date." These doctors had been cut off from Western
medicine, and many of their libraries had been destroyed. He
remarked to the director of the university dermatological clinic
in Warsaw: "At least you have got your records and text-
books," and the reply was: "Yes, but I had to take seven
trips through the German lines to preserve them." In country
after country there had been most serious deprivation. Medical
schools complained that their libraries were not up-to-date, no
books or periodicals having been received since 1939. Educa-
tional rehabilitation was not within the province of U.N.R.R.A.
All it could do in this direction was to supply what he called
"ad hoc literature "-directions, for example, on the use of
penicillin or D.D.T. or whatever was supplied. Some 21
journals were needed, two-thirds of them American and one-
third British, but there was no possibility of filling the British
quota owing to shortage here, and it was obviously undesirable
that the vacuum should be made up solely by the publications
of one country.
A number of representatives of other countries then spoke

briefly. The Yugoslav Ambassador, M. Leontitch, declared that
in the University of Belgrade " not one book remains." Count
Reventlow, the Danish Minister, said that his country had not
suffered nearly as much as others, but it welcomed the oppor-
tunity of renewed contact with British and American culture.
The Polish Charge d'Affaires, M. Winiewicz, described the great
destruction in Warsaw, where, before the war, the medical
libraries contained half a million volumes. One of them, in
the Ministry of Health, was now being reassembled, book by
book, from second-hand shops. The First Secretary of the
Netherlands Embassy said that not only had the libraries of
Holland suffered from bombing and fire, but many doctors
who had had to go into hiding had been deprived by a spiteful
enemy of their library as well as of their other possessions.
Prof. Soloviev, head of the Soviet Red Cross in London, repre-
senting the U.S.S.R. Embassy, and a representative of the
Czechoslovak Embassy spoke in similar terms. A representa-
tive of the French Embassy said that in France the medical
libraries, with one exception, had escaped major destruction
in the war, and France would be quite ready to do what it
could to fill gaps in other countries. Dr. Lynne A. Fullerton,
representing the United States Embassy, was sure that the
remarks of the Minister of Health, which he would transmit
to the Surgeon-General, would be received sympathetically in
America.

Sir Stanley Unwin said on behalf of his fellow publishers
that there was not the slightest need for any personal appeal
to them to do what was necessary. On the other hand, the
question of copyright did arise, and the matter must be done
in proper form. He was uncertain of the attitude of the Royal
Society of Medicine on this question of copyright, but obviously
the Publishers Association could not give away the property
of its members to anyone; it was not theirs to give. If properly
approached he was sure that those concerned would take the
same attitude as they had done when approached by societies
representing the blind, in which case permission was at once

given. He reminded the meeting that literary property was
just the same as .any other property, and permission was
required for its use. The hon. librarian of the Royal Society
of Medicine gave the assurance that everything required would
be done to secure the necessary permissions before microfilming
took place, and the meeting closed with expressions of general
approval of the scheme.

HEALTH SERVICE FORESHADOWED IN NORTHERN
IRELAND

The Minister of Health of Northern Ireland (Mr. William
Grant) has announced that the Government will accept financial
responsibility for providing a site for a new hospital to serve
Londonderry and the north-west area. The Parliamentary
Select Committee on Health Services recommended extension
and improvement of the hospital arrangements in the north-
west, and the question has been discussed with representatives
of the few hospitals and local authorities concerned. The
advice tendered to the Ministry is that the hospital needs of
Londonderry and the north-west are urgent and can best be
met by setting up a new provincial hospital of between 400
and 500 beds on the outskirts of Londonderry. It is con-
sidered that no further building work should be undertaken at
the city and county hospital in the town and also that the
Waterside Hospital should not continue indefinitely as a general
hospital. The most immediate need is for maternity accom-
modation, and as soon as the site of the new hospital is chosen
and the general plan agreed, work will be started on a maternity
wing or block.
The scheme will eventually form part of the framework of

the Government's plan for a comprehensive health service for
Northern Ireland. The Minister, in a speech at Londonderry,
stated that the time was approaching when there would neces-
sarily be a substantial alteration in the scope, and perhaps the
administration, of health services. He could give no indicatioti
of the Government's policy in the matter, but the Government
was, of course, examining the proposals for England and Wales,
and was determined that Northern Ireland should have a suit-
able health service no less efficient than the corresponding
service in Great Britain. He could not say what authority or
authorities would in future be responsible for the provision and
administration of the hospital service, but in the meantime the
Government would take financial responsibility for initiating
this development at Londonderry. He made it clear that this
assistance was not necessarily the only help which the Govern-
ment would give towards meeting the cost of the new hospital.
That cost would fall to be met under the general arrangements
for the National Health Service when these were formulated.
The most urgent need in Northern Ireland to-day was housing,
and it would be some years before the hospital could be com-
pleted, but it would be so planned that the maternity section
could proceed without delay.
The north-west of Ireland is poorly supplied with hospitals.

The city and county hospital, Londonderry, has about 100 beds,
the Tyrone county hospital, Omagh, is of about the same size,
and there are district hospitals at Limavady and Strabane and
a cottage hospital at Coleraine.

MATERNITY PROVISION IN N.E. ENGLAND
The fourth annual report of the North-Eastern Regional Hos-
pitals Advisory Council, which promotes surveys of hospital
facilities and ancillary needs in the counties of Northumber-
land and Durham and part of the North Riding, contains a
memorandum on maternity service provision in this region.
The standard of institutional maternity provision suggested by the

Ministry of Health is understood to be 50% of births, but there is
a general feeling that the standard is too low, and that the desirable
provision is more nearly 70%. But even by the lower standard,
and reckoning one bed to serve 20 births in a year, six of the eight
county boroughs in the region have too few beds, another-Tyne-
mouth-has a small surplus, and Newcastle has a surplus of 170
beds, but many of these are temporary, cannot be kept open
indefinitely, and may be closed quite soon. County Durham shows
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