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the original unresolved problem to try to find a solution. The
dream helps us to discover what that problem is. Obviously the
only satisfactory way of preventing a recurrence in this girl is to
find out what that problem was, or is, and for this a really good
medical child-psychologist should be consulted. It is quite usual
for those having subjective problems and anxiety to be free from
objective fear, as of bombs, and also to appear perfectly normal in
behaviour.

Vitamin C and Hay-fever
Q.-I have seen it stated that hay-fever has been cutred or greatly

alleviated by large doses of vitamin C-up to 500 itug. a day. The
authority quioted is Dr. Holmes, president of the American Chemical
Society, 1942. Has this investigation beent followed up, and where
is further information obtainable?

A.-It was claimed by Holmes (Souithernii Med. Stirg., 1943, 105, 56)
and Holmes and Alexander (Science, 1942, 96, 497) that vitamin C
in doses of 200 to 500 mg. daily'is effective in the treatment of
hay-fever. The clinical trials, however, were not adequately con-
trolled, and in Holmes's series conclusions were based on the study
of only 25 patients. Strict control is essential in all studies on
allergy. Other workers have failed to substantiate the claims made
for vitamin C in the treatment of hay-fever (J. Amer. med. Ass.,
1939, 112, 662; J. Allergy, 1944, 15, 236).

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.
"Skiagram"

Dr. H. CLEMENT SIMCHOWITZ (Guildford) writes: With reference
to this matter may I be allowed to correct the quotation of
Roentgen's paper in the letter from your correspondent (Dec. 23,
p. 833), who, rightly, points out that Roentgen's discovery of x rays
was not a " stumble " by " accidentally fogging a plate " but the
result of systematic experimental research while professor of physics
at the University of Wuerzburg, Bavaria. Roentgen's original paper,
"Eine neue Art von Strahlen " (a new kind of rays), a copy of which
is in my possession, was published in the Sitzungsberichte der
Physikalisch-medizinischent Gesellschaft zu Wuerzburg (Proceedings
of the Wuerzburg Physico-medical Society), December, 1895.

Payment of Doctors in Mental Hospitals
"A.M.O." writes: The letter in the Jouirnal of Oct. 28, 1944

(p. 579), raises a matter which should be of paramount import-
ance to medical officers in mental hospitals. A matron in a large
hospital may now receive £600 salary and; in addition, emolu-
ments valued at £200. The average salary of a medical officer is
£400 to £500. The cost of qualifying in medicine is now about
£1,500. Substantial increases in remuneration have been received by
the nursing and clerical staffs. This service may become even less
attractive to medical men unless the scale of salary is raised and the
conditions in general improved.

Headache and " Acute Abdomen"
Mr. D. G. WILSON CLYNE (London, W.1) writes: I was interested

to read the nose from Dr. T. L. Crawhall (Jan. 13, p. 70) on head-
ache in relation to the acute abdomen. The crux of the whole
matter seems to be the exact meaning of the expression " acute
abdomen." If one considers acute salpingitis to be a localized type
of acute abdomen, then I cannot agree with his aphorism, " An
acute abdomen with a headache is never an acute abdomen."
During the first two years of the war I was called upon to perform
all emergency operations in a large county hospital as an E.M.S.
surgeon. This departure from my normal type of work gave me
ample opportunity of noting the incidence of headaches, particularly
in relation to acute appendicitis. I entirely agree with Dr. Crawhall's
aphorism in so far as it applies to this condition, and would even
go further and state that on no occasion in a large series of acute
appendices did I encounter headache as one of the cardinal symptoms.
This cannot be explained by the fact that I omitted to question the
patients as to the presence or absence of this symptom; the contrary
was the case. In gynaecological practice I have often been impressed
by the frequent association of headaches with both salpingitis and
pyelitis, and some time-in the past I think that I must have encountered
another aphorism which runs rather like this, "Abdominal pain
and headache in a woman, of acute onset, suggest that she is suffer-
ing from either pyelitis or salpingitis." I have repeatedly found the
presence of headache of value in the differential diagnosis between
salpingitis and appendicitis, and would even say that there is only
one really common acute abdominal condition with which headache
is often frequently associated-namely, salpingitis. In fact the
presence of headache in a woman with an " acute abdomen " should
make one consider very carefully before performing a laparotomy.

Coarse Tremor in the Elderly
Dr. W. N. LEAK (Winsford) writes: In " Any Questions?"

(Jan. 13, p. 67) your contributor says: " I cannot suggest any
medicinal treatment which will help these patients "-i.e., elderly
people with a coarse tremor. In 1935 (Journal, 1, 1097) I
mentioned that prominal might "possibly find its most distinctive
use in the control of tremors of various sorts, for many of which
there is at present no effective medication." Experience since then
has confirmed my opinion, and in the coarse tremor of the aged
prominal (phemitone) sometimes produces dramatic improvement.
For example, an aunt of mine, who could barely manage to drink
her tea using both hands, within a week of commencing prominal
was pouring out tea with one, to her great satisfaction.

-Peptic Ulcer
D. . P. K. MUSPRATT (Pleasington) writes: Ther-e appear- to be

many contribufory factors in the aetiology of peptic ulcer, but I
should like to stress one which is often ignored-namely, the inges-
tion of over-hot liquids. Digestive trouble is particularly prevalent
among bus drivers and conductors, and I suggest that this may well
be due to their consuming very hot tea which they have to drink
quickly owing to the short time they have at the terminus. As
the drivers appear to suffer more than the conductors the sedentary
nature of their occupation may play some part. Women probably
have more time and therefore drink their tea when it is cooler,
especially as they take, as a rule, more sugar and milk, which cool
the tea. The discomfort resulting from hot fluids is often not-
associated with its true cause, as it comes on a considerable time
afterwards and is often associated with a feeling of faintness. I do
not, of course, minimize the other contributory causes such as
tobacco, alcohol, and perhaps the fumes from gas-fires witll 'no
chimney outlet, which escape into the room.

Mental Hospitals
Mr. J. P. SPENCER WALKER (Hove) writes: Dr. Otho FitzGerald

(Dec. 2, p. 744) objects to the word " asylum," preferring mental
hospital. He states that such institutions " are no longer merely
places of rest anid detention but provide active and specific forms of
treatment." The word " asylum " is a beautiful word meaning
sanctuary or place of refuge, and the word " hospital " means a place
for the reception of guests, but neither in their original sense had
anything to do with medical treatment-for example, St. Mary's and
St. Bartholomew's Hospitals at Chichester. The former is still -an
almshouse, and so was the latter until recent times. The change
from " asylum " to " hospital " was made owing to the debasing in
the public mind of the former word.

Sensitiveness to Strychnine
Surg. Lieut. CAREY BAKER, R.N.V.R., writes: Dr. D. R. C.

Shepherd's account of his case of sensitiveness to strychnine (Nov. 25,
p. 694) recalled to mind a similar happening in 'my own experience.
A married woman aged 36, a cook by practice, had been under my
care for a week suffering from a heavy cold. On returning to work
she felt rather listless and asked for a tonic. I gave her a mixture
of iron and strychnine containing two minims of liq. strych. hyd. to
the dose. I also was hastily summoned to find the patient collapsed,
cold, pale, and almost pulseless within ten minutes of taking the
first dose. Though I was sceptical about the attack being due to
such a small dose of strychnine I could discover no other cause,
and was not prepared to experiment further. There was no previous
history of sensitivity to the drug, but then, as the patient said, she
seldom had to take any medicine. Fortunately no ill will was felt,
the patient quickly recovered, and was given a strychnine-free
mixture.

Gauze Impregnated with Paraffin
Messrs. JOHNSON AND JOHNSON (Great Britain) LTD. write: We

would draw attention to the article which appeared on page 856 of
the B.M.J. of Dec. 30, 1944, entitled " Curtain Net Impregnated
with Paraffin." This product was manufactured by us for many
years under the name " porowax " gauze, and was demonstrated
extensively on several occasions at the London Medical Exhibition
and on one occasion at the British Medical Exhibition. It was
listed and illustrated for several years in our catalogue, and we
would be grateful if due acknowledgment could be made to these
circumstances in your Journzlal.

Corrigenda
The duration of pregnancy iR three of the cases of "A.I.D."

reported in the Journal of Jan. 13 (p. 43) is given as " 45 weeks."
The sentence should, of course, read " terminated successfully at
35 weeks."
The medico-legal note headed " A Fatal Overdose of Carbachol '

publislhed on Jan. 13 stated, incorrectly, that the report of the inquest
appeared in our issue of July 4, 1944. The date should have been
July 4, 1942 (p. 28).

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.1.4386.140-a on 27 January 1945. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://www.bmj.com/

