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Prof. B. A. McSwiney, Sc.D., M.B., will deliver the Oliver-Sharpey
Lectures before the Royal College of Physicians of London on
Thursdays, March 2 and 9, at 4 p.m., at the College, Pall Mall East.
His subject is " Afferent Fibres of the Abdominal Viscera."
At the meeting of the Medical Society for the Study of Venereal

Diseases to be held at 11, Chandos Street, Cavendish Square, W.,
to-day (Saturday, Jan. 29) at 2.30 p.m.,. a general discussion on
" The Intensive Treatment of Early Syphilis " will be opened by
Lieut.-Col. D. M. Pillsbury, senior consultant in dermatology, U.S.
Army, in association with other American medical officers. At the
meeting on Feb. 26 Col. J. E. Gordon of the U.S. Army Medical
Corps will give an address on " The Prophylaxis of Venereal
Disease."
The Friday evening discourses to be given at 5 o'clock at the

Royal Institution, 21, Albemarle Street, W.1, include one on Brain
Rhythms by Prof. E. D. Adrian, M.D., F.R.S., on Feb. 4; one on
the Medical and Surgical Achievement of Soviet Russia in War by
Mr. E. Rock Carling, F.R.C.S.; on Feb. 25; and one on Habit and
Evolution by Prof. D. M. S. Watson, D.Sc., F,R.S., on March 10.
The following courses of lectures have been announced: Modern
Developments in Dairy Science by Prof. H. D. Kay, D.Sc., on
eb. 1 and 8, at 5.15 p.m.; on Fungi and Modern Affairs by
Ramsbottom, D.Sc., on Feb. 1-5, 22, and 29, at 5.15 p.m.; on

he Mode of Action of Some Vitamins by Prof. A. R. Todd, D.Sc.,.
F.R.S., on March 7 and 14, at 5.15 p.m.; on Chemical Factors
in Nervous Effects by Sir Henry Dale, M.D., P.R.S., on March 21
and 28, at 5.15 p.m.; and on Food Fads and Food Fallacies by
Sir Jack Drummond, D.Sc., on Feb. 24, March 2 and 9, at 2.30 p.m.
On Wednesday, Feb. 9, at 2.30 p.m., the Nutrition Panel of the

Society of Chemical Industry will hold a meeting in the rooms of
the Chemical Society, 56, Victoria Street, Westminster, London,
S.W.1, when Mr. F. A. Robinson, M.Sc., F.I.C., will read a paper
on the vitamin B2 complex. The speaker will discuss not only the
properties and distribution of these vitamins, but also their
biological functions so far as they are understood.
On Feb. 10 at 7 p.m. at the House of the Pharmaceutical Society

of Great Britain, 17, Bloomsbury Square, London, W.C.1, the
Harrison Lectureship Medal will be presented to Mr. Arthur James
Ewins, D.Sc., F.R.S. Following the presentation, Dr. Ewins will
deliver the Harrison Memorial Lecture on " Progress and Problems
of Chemotherapy." The development of chemotherapy in relation
to pharmacy will be reviewed and attention drawn to some of the
problems in the field of chemotherapy which still await solution.
It is hoped that there will be a large attendance of members and
friends. Refreshments will be served after the meeting.

Imperial Chemical (Pharmaceuticals) Ltd. ask us to print the follow-
ing statement: It has recently been brought to our notice that toxic
symptoms have occurred following anaesthesia in which trilene has
been used with a closed circuit. Pending a full investigation of
this matter, which is now being conducted, we would suggest that
trilene should not be used with a closed circuit.
The Therapeutic Research Corporation of Great Britain Ltd. has

elected the following officers for the year 1944: Chairman, Board
of Directors, Mr. H. Jephcott (Glaxo Laboratories Ltd.); Deputy
Chairman, Dr. F. H. Carr (British Drug Houses Ltd.). Chairman,
Research Panel, Dr. A. J. Ewins (May and Baker Ltd.); Deputy
Chairman, Mr. F. A. Robinson (Glaxo Laboratories, -Ltd.). The
Corporation has appointed Dr. Frank Hartley as secretary to take
up duties early in 1944. The new offices of the Corporation are
at General Buildings, 99, Aldwych, W.C.2.
Mr. Henry Berry, chairman of the Metropolitan Water Board, in

, a lecture on London's water supply problems before the Royal
Society of Arts on Jan. 19, said that the use of larger quantities of
chlorine for purification enabled the capital to escape any typhoid
epidemic during the heavy air-raid period. At present all the Board's
water supplies, whether from river or well, were chlorinated, but

,^ he would not be surprised if after the war the Board and other
water authorities gave more consideration to the use of ozone as a
purifying agent.

- A meeting of the Court of Directors of the Society for Relief of
v Widows and Orphans of Medical Men was held on Jan. 5, with
- the president, Dr. R. A. Young, in the chair. A sum of £1,965
was voted to pay the half-yearly grants to the fifty-six widows in
receipt of relief. Relief is granted only to the necessitous widows
of deceased members, or their orphans if under the age of 16.

-'Membership is open to any registered medical man who at the
time of his election is residing within a twenty-mile radius of
Charing Cross. Application forms for membership may be obtained

.,from the secretary of the Society, 11, Chandos Street, Cavendish
Square, WI.

On Jan. 1 the Bristol Hospitals Fund (Inc.) and the Bristol Aero-
plane Company Employees' Hospital Fund amalgamated and
merged their funds and interests. As soon as legal formalities can
be completed the Fund will be reconstituted as Bristol Hospitals
Amalgamated Fund (Inc.), but meantime the Bristol Hospitals Fund
(Inc.) will be legally responsible for the affairs of both the existing
funds. Address for all communications: Royal London House,
Queen Charlotte Street, Bristol, 1.
The latest Order on the control of liver, the Liver,Extract (Regu-

lation of Use) Order, 1944, which came into force on Jan. 8, permits
the use of proteolysed extract as well as the injectable extract. The
general effect of the Order is that liver extract, including desiccated
liver, must not be used except in the treatment of pernicious or

other megalocytic anaemias, and then only in the form of the inject-
able and proteolysed liver extract.

The Leverhulme Trustees invite applications for fellowships and
grants in aid of research from British-born senior workers prevented
by routine duties or pressure of other work from carrying out
research. Forms may be had from the secretary, Dr. L. Haden
Guest, M.P., Leverhulme Research Fellowships, Unilever House,
Blackfriars, E.C.4. They must be returned by March 1.
The following resolution was adopted by the Council of the

Malthusian League on Dec. 18, 1943: " Whereas there is an agita-
tion for increasing the annual number of births in Great Britain;
and whereas 'the Government has issued a White Paper (Cmd. 6358)
which states that 700,000 births per annum, being the number
annually born at the outbreak of the war, would maintain the
present population for ever; and whereas no responsible person has
advocated an increase of our present population: therefore the
Malthusian League earnestly requests the Government to take no

steps whatever which might lead to the increase of the annual
number of births, especially among the poorer sections of the com-

munity, which are already multiplying very rapidly."
The British Homoeopathic Society has lately become incorporated

into the Faculty of Homoeopathy, and an inauguration conference
was held in London on Jan. 21 and 22, with the president, Sir John

Weir, in the chair.
The issue of the Indian Medical Gazette for October, 1943, is a

special tuberculosis number.

On Tuesday, Jan. 24, at the London Hospital, Whitechapel,
in the presence of Sir John Mann, Capt. H. Brierley, and
many distinguished physicians and surgeons, a tablet was

unveiled to the memory of four radiographers-Ernest Harnack,
Reginald Blackhall, Ernest Wilson, and Harold Suggars-who,
to quote the inscription on the tablet, " devoted their lives to

healing. Their work in the development of the science of
x rays cost them their health. This they gladly gave in the
service of the London Hospital." Dr. J. H. Sequeira, in a

memorial speech, briefly traced the history of x-ray develop-
ment from the time of Roentgen. He then paid tribute to

the four pioneers, whose "first thought was of their work and
their last of themselves." Ernest Harnack joined the hospital
staff as a clerk and later had the advantage of being trained
by Dr. (now Viscount) Dawson. He started taking radiographs
in 1896 with a primitive apparatus, and later he and
Dr. Sequeira were able to use a more elaborate apparatus
in the post-mortem room, where films were made to determine
the value of the rays in diagnosing chest and abdominal
diseases. Harnack was the first member of the hospital staff
to suffer from x-ray dermatitis, and in 1909 he had to relinquish
his work. Despite grave mutilation he lived until 1943, dying
at the age of 72. Ernest Wilson, who joined the staff in 1899,
contracted dermatitis of the fingers after only one year. He
continued at work until 1904, but died of rapid cancer in the
following year at the age of 39. Reginald Blackhall, who
joined the staff when only 18, was particularly successful in
stamping out ringworm among the children of the district.
With Dr. Sequeira he carried out experiments with x-ray filters.
In 1925 he succumbed to cancer at the age of 44. By the
time Harold Suggars joined the staff in 1903 some of the risks
of x-ray exposure were known, and he was the first worker
to wear lead-lined gloves and body protection. Nevertheless
he developed cancers on the body, face, and eyelid. He
became almost totally blind from double cataract and died in
1943, showing amazingly cheerful patience and courage in his
misfortune. " While we all admire courage," Dr. Sequeira said,
"perhaps the most precious possession of all is that secret
strength which shows the human spirit to be indestructible in
the face of disaster."
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