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Reviews
MODERN OPERATIVE SURGERY

(Carsqn's) Modern Operative Surgery. Edited by G. Grey Turner, LL.D.,
D.Ch.; M.S., F.R.C.S., F.R.A.C.S., F.A.C.S. Third Edition. Volume I.
(Pp. 1,041; illustrated. 50s.) London: Cassell and Co. 1943.

Prof. Grey Turner is to be congratulated on modernizing
Modern Operative Surgery and proolucing, at the height of the
war, a third edition of this work; congratulations are likewise
due to the publishers on the high quality of their production.
The standard is one of which they might well be proud in
peacetime; in wartime it is really excellent. For long this
textbook of operative surgery has, in our opinion, been the
best work of its kind in English, and the late H. W. Carson
did surgeons a great service when, towards the close of the
year 1924, he first launched it. The present edition is dedicated
to the late Rutherford Morison of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, to
whom the editor refers as a "great clinician, master surgeon,
and inspiring teacher"-and many readers would describe the
present editor in the same terms.

Vol. I deals with anaesthetics, surgical tuberculosis, malignant
disease, orthopaedics, operations on joints and tendons and
bones, amputations, and the surgery of the breast and thorax
and gastro-intestinal tract; also the surgery of nerves, blood
vessels, and the spinal cord. Twenty-six well-known authors
have contributed to the third edition, but the bulk of the work
has been done by Prof. Grey Turner himself, and he is
responsible for the greater part of the text. The new con-
tributors to this edition are Messrs. A. J. Gardham, V. E. Negus,
L. Carnac Rivett, W. E. M. Wardill, and Lambert Rogers:
the last, who has written the section on the spinal cord, has
by an oversight on the part of the editor beep overlooked in
his prefatorial reference to his new associates. As before, the
indications for operation are stressed, and the details given
are those of procedures which in the experience of the particu-
lar contributor have been found by him to meet best the
special indications for the operation. Illustrations are good
and helpful, and the text clear and in large type-in fact, the
whole format is both atttactive and inviting. We find little
to criticize; but Lord Moynihan, who was such a great
advocate of isoperistaltic anastomoses, would have been dis-
turbed by the legend to diagram D of Fig. 378-on page 706,
which incorrectly describes his Type II operation (" Moynihan I,`'
by the way, is called "Roux ") as "retroperistaltic" and
Balfour's "anastomosis" as " isoperistaltic." (Reference to
vol. I of Moynihan's A bdominal Operations, pp. 398 and 403,
shows the Moynihan II operation as isoperistaltic.)

Perhaps the keynote of this book is best indicated by the
editor's comment that a considerable period must always elapse
before it can be said that a given modification, however striking
or spectacular, is a real improvement rather than a mere change
in technique, and that in surgery there can be no finality. Here
we find presentations of methods which have stood the test
of time and which have, in the experienced hands of the dis-
tinguished contributors, proved their value. For these reasons
this work will be an invaluable guide to the young surgeon
who has to decide whether to operate, when to operate, and
what to do, especially if in such a predicament he is far
removed from the advice and help of colleagues. It will be
equally important to candidates for the higher examinations,
while as a work of reference for practitioners it should find
an honoured place on their bookshelves.

MEDICAL PROBLEMS IN SOCIAL WORK
Proceedings of the National Conference of Social Work. Selected Papers.
68th Annual Conference, Atlantic City, June, 1941. (Pp. 787. $5 or
33s. 6d.) New York:. Columbia University Press; London: Oxford
University Press.

'Social work nowadays has a vast scope. The report of the
American Conference held in. 1941 contained 64 papers,
selected from more l,than 150, and is a thick crown octavo
volume. Many of the contributions are linked with national
defence and social security; but, as might be expected,
perennial problems of health and disease were prominent.
James S. Plant's paper on personality adjustment in older

children states clearly some of the major problems of the
adolescent-such as the conflict between responsibility and
dependence, the relation between the adolescent and the adult,
his adjustment of his various autonomous personalities, and
his search for a loyalty-and offers useful hints on their
solution. Grace L. Coyle outlines the contribution of group
experience and the development of older children, and points
out the significance of the present tendency to form closely
knit groups of contemporaries during early and middle
adolescence. Hyman Lippman, writing on case work with
adolescents in conflict with authority, declares that there is no
place for punishment in this work but that its success depends
on the choice of workers with suitable temperament and ex-
perience., In a paper on foster parents and the agency in the
adoption process Elizabeth Harral examines the relation
between the applicant and the agency and its significance. The
place of the specialized consultant in child welfare services
is examined by Mildred Arnold. In his prescription for
breakirng the delinquency-crime chain James V. Bennett some-
what depreciates the institution, but William J. Ellis is con-
vinced that it is a full partner in the chain of agencies for
preventive and external treatment, and describes the variety
of the services performed by American institutions for the
reformation of delinquents. Winfred Overholser points out
some of the means by which mental disorder in the older age
groups has been successfully treated.
A vital topic of these days, health service centres in industrial

areas mainly engaged on war production, is ably dealt with
by Kingsley Roberts; and John C. Leukhardt, advocating better
housing as a health resource, declares that it will be attained
only if the housing, health, and welfare agencies co-ordinate
their attack. Another phase of the medical problem created
by mass migration of workers is stated by Karl L. Schaupp
in describing his experiences with the Farm Security Adminis-
,tration in California, which had to deal with a quarter of a
million migrant labourers in 1938. Naturally the volume deals
mainly with American conditions, but it will be of great help
to directors of socal work in this country.

CINEPLASTIC AMPUTATION STUMPS
Cineplastic Operations on Stumps of the Upper Extremity. By Rudolf
Nissen, M.D., and Ernst Bergmann, M.D. (Pp. 88; illustrated. 17s. 6d.)
London: William Heinemann. 194d.

Cineplastic amputation stumps were introduced as early as 1898
by Van Ghetti. Attention was drawn to the procedure by
Putti and Sauerbruch towards the end of the last war. English
surgeons tried out the Italian method and came to the conclu-
sion that the cineplastic arm stump had little practical value.
This adverse conclusion was based mainly on the poor wearing
qualities of the motor provided by the method employed
and the relatively weak control of the artificial limb which is
furnished.
The volume under review is interesting in that the authors

put forward a strong case for the contrary view. In a small
well-illustrated monograph they give the history and theory
of the subject and outline the development of their owIi practice,
which has been based on the muscle-tunnel technique of
Sauerbruch. They define cin1ematization as a plastic operation
on the muscles of a stump, thereby creating new sources and
directions of muscular energy which, by the use of additional
mechanical apparatus, will permit the artificial hand to perform
movements approaching the normal. The authors are satisfied
that the method can be usefully applied to the upper arm and
forearm but not to the lower limb.

Sections of the book deal first with physiological and
anatomical aspects of the question. The complexity of muscular
action necessary to attain automatic balance in any movement
is made clear. The practical bearing of the degree of shortening
which a muscle undergoes on contraction is considered at
length. In the chapter on the selection of suitable cases
emphasis is laid on the importance of the mental attitude of
the patient. The authors point out that the method is best
adapted to double arm amputations, or to single arm amputa-
tions when the right limb has been lost. They point out, too, that
a suitable stump should be free of scar tissue and painless,
and, further, that the muscle should firmly adhere to the end
of the bone and not overhang it. It is recognized that the
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power given by the motor provided is at best about 25 /o
of the normal, and that therefore the procedure is unsuited
for men doin he"avy labour though well adapted to those
involved- in ight hand-work.
The chapter on operative technique is clear and well

illustrated. Various methods by which a muscle tunnel may
be covered by skin are given in detail. The artificial limb
suited for use with a motor is figured and some details are
given. Drs. Nissen and Bergmann have employed the Huefner
artificial hand for the purpose. No figures indicating the success
or failure in their own cases are given. They state that
according to the literature success has been achieved in from
68% to 10%. Their own work has been mainly carried out
on civil injuries between 1927 and 1933, and on this account
the quality of the stumps available was probably unusually
good. Short chapters, on the phalangization of forearm stumps
and of the second metacarpal are given. A good bibliography
of the subject is included, and this completes the practical value
of a work which cannot fail to interest surgeons at the
present time.

Notes on Books
The 1942 Year Book of Obstetrics and Gynecology is dedicated to
Dr. Joseph B. deLee, whose recent death removed one of the world's
outstanding physicians. From 1903 to 1941 he was associated with
the yearbook series, being editor of the Year Book of Obstetrics until
1917 and then editor of the obstetrical division of the present series
until this last year. He was largely responsible for the success of
this annual publication, in which his wise comments became such
an outstanding feature. His co-editor of recent years, Dr. J. P.
GREENHILL, has now become sole editor, and has ably maintained
the running commentary. There is much to be said, however, for
a joint editorial staff. It would lighten the burden, and its com-
ments could not be interpreted as the pronouncements of a dictator,
however benign. The 1942 edition is arranged like its predecessor
in two sections of approximately equal size, and each is subdivided
in such a way that the latest papers on any given subject can be
easily and rapidly discovered. A double index of papers and authors
adds greatly to the value of the edition. The practitionrer who wishes
to find in the shortest time the latest views on the management of
a posterior position, the treatment of abortion, toxaemia of pregnancy,
the use of endocrine preparations in obstetrics and gynaecology, or
any one of the other thousand and one problems of general or special
practice will continue to find this yearbook his useful guide. It is
published in England by H. K. Lewis and Co. at 19s.

No introduction is necessary to the eighth edition of Prof. SYDNEY
SMITH'S classic on medical jurisprudence. The popularity of
Forensic Medicine: A Textbook for Students and Practitioners is
shown by the demand for a new editi4Yn in wartime less than three
years after the appearance of the last. The text has been revised
generally, and the various changes in the law governing poisons have
been noted, as have also the additions to the lists of industrial
diseases for which' workimen's compensation is payable and which
must be notified under the Factories Act. The publishers are J. and
A. Churchill, and the price is 28s.

Dr. J. VERNON BRAITHWAITE's little book on Infant Feeding in
General Practice (Bristol: John Wright and Sons; 7s. 6d.) appeared
first in 1930, and it had the great merit that its author was himself
in those days a general practitioner, fully aware of the peculiar
difficulties of the work. Now in a second edition Dr. Braithwaite
reveals that he has changed to the ranks of the specialist, but his
book remains a most useful and thoroughly practical volume, with
an account of the feeding of the premature infant added; and a
new chapter on deficiency diseases and their treatment has also been
found necessary. The section on vitamins has required some expan-
sion in the light of new discoveries. This book can be thoroughly
recommended to all who have the responsibility of supervising the
feeding of infants.

Home Guard casualties are bound to occur, even if invasion does
not happen. Guide to First-aid Treatment of Home Guard Casualties,
by Dr. T. H. MEEK (H. K. Lewis; 4s.), is chiefly designed to show
how the contents of the first-aid haversack for the Home Guard can
best be employe4. It is a pity that when omnopon-a dangerous drug

is mentioned its dose, except in one instance, is given as " grs."
instead of " gr." The illustrations are peculiarly good throughout.
The pneumatic tourniquet is pictured as being the one found in the
haversack. It would be interesting to learn how this rather com-
plicated type stands the rough wear of actual practice. For those
for whom it has been prepared this booklet should be usefuil, but
there is no index.

Preparations and Appliances

TRANSPARENT WRAPPING MATERIAL
FOR DRESSING OPEN WOUNDS AND ULCERS

Dr. M. ELLIS (Colonial Medical Service, Lagos, Nigeria)
writes:

Transparent wood-pulp tissue of the type used for wrapping
cigarettes has been used in brain surgery as a non-irritant, inert
substance to prevent adhesions between brain and dura. It was
considered that the non-irritant property might be of value if
this material was used as a dresting for open wounds and ulcers.
Thanks to the co-operation of our local Forces canteen, we
obtained a supply of undamaged wrappings removed with care
from packets of cigarettes sold there. We found that these
pieces of tissue could be sterilized without damage by boiling
in the standard ward sterilizer.
Routine of Dressing.-The wound or ulcer is cleaned or prepared

in the usual manner as if a gauze or lint dressing were to be applied.
We use either sulphanilamide powder or urea crystals actually in
the wound. The wound is then covered directly with a piece of
transparent tissue of appropriate size and this is secured at the edges
by a bandage or strapping. The wound can be inspected at any time
through the transparent wrapping and not uncovered until it is
desired to change it. We have found that the wrapping can remain
in place without tearing for about one week, and in the normal case
we change dressings weekly. We have also found that the discharge
from ulcers and wounds is very much less than with ordinary gauze
dressings; in most cases the sealing of the wound by the transparent
tissue contains this diminished discharge without trouble until the
dressing is renewed at the end of a week. Some sloughing ulcers,
however, still have enough discharge to exude beyond the wrapping.
In these cases wool is placed round the edge of the wrapping to
absorb this discharge. If this discharge is very plentiful, the
dressing may be done twice a week at first, but very soon weekly
dressings are sufficient.

In the photograph the wrapping material is seen covering an ulcer
after having been in place two days-the retaining bandage has been

removed. It will be observed that the transparent tissue has become
slightly adherent to the skin around. I am indebted to Mr. Bird of
the British American Tobacco Company for the following informa-
tion. The transparent wrapping, in use in the factory of the B.A.T.
in Nigeria has the trad-e name of rayoplhane and possesses the
property of sealing by the application of heat: the wrappings around
the cigarette packets are sealed by heat. Although body temperature
does not approach the temperature used for sealing in the factory,
the constant warmth of the body is apparently enough to seal the
tissue lightly to the skin and assist in keepihg it in place. If the
pressure of the discharge becomes excessive, it has no difficulty in
breaking the seal and escaping into the wool. Through the courtesy
of the B.A.T. we have now ample supplies of " rayophane," which
they give to us from the scrap obtained from the factory, and this
dressing is used as a routine both in the in-patient and out-patient
departments.
To summIarize the advantages: (1) The dressing is non-irritant and

simple to apply; (2) the wound can be inspected without uncovering
at any time; (3) the ainount of discharge is much reduced-a possible
corollary to this is that the smell in the ulcer wards is very muchNIgeria, fr p o to p
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