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Medical News
We have much pleasure in recording an event which, to the best

of our knowledge, is unique in the annals of the B.M.A.-namely,
the completion by both a husband and wife of fifty years' member-
ship of the Association. Dr. Andrew Maitland Ramsay of
St. Andrews joined the B.M.A. in 1888 and his wife, Dr. Elizabeth
Margaret Ramsay, in 1893.
A meeting of the Therapy Section of the Faculty of Radiologists

will be held at 32, Welbeck Street, W., on Saturday, Jan. 16, at
10.15 a.m., when there will be a discussion on " The Treatment of
Carcinoma of the Prostate," to be opened by Mr. E. W. Riches, Mr.
I. G. Williams, and Dr. A. Haddow.
A series of talks under the heading " Reshaping Man's Heritage

will be broadcast on Fridays from 7.40 to 8 p.m., beginning Jan. 15.
These talks form a counterpart to those broadcast during the autumn
under the title of " Man's Place in Nature," and are intended
primarily for discussion groups. The following is the full schedule
as at present arranged: Jan. 15: Man's Heritage, by H. G. Wells;
Jan. 22: Man's Food, by W. F. Crick and J. C. Drummond;
Jan. 29: The Good Earth, by W. G. Ogg; Feb. 12: Fighting
Man's Competitors, by J. W. Murro and James Fisher; Feb. 19:
The Future of Food, by Sir Edward V. Appleton; Feb. 26:
The Conquest of the Germ, by L. J. Witts; March 5: The
Conquest of the Tropics, by H. W. Kauntze; March 12: The
Banishment of Pain, by L. J. Witts; March 19: Preventive Medicine,
by James M. Mackintosh; April 2: Reshaping Man's Heritage:
Biology and Human Welfare; the Future, by Julian S. Huxley. The
B.B.C. has also arranged a series of discussions on education under
the title " Living and Learning," which will begin in the Home
Service programme on Jan. 18 at 7.35 p.m. Among the issues to be
discussed will be the education of young people between 14 and 20,
the educational opportunities open to adults, the common school,
and the place of religion in education. It is understood that medical
men will take part in the discussion.
The Middlesex County Medical Society has formed a committee

to initiate, encourage, and facilitate medical research. Seven big
general hospitals (7,064 beds), two sanatoria (1,408 beds), one mental
hospital (1,997 beds), as well as the tuberculosis and school
medical officers and the central administrative staff, are represented
on the committee. It is hoped to arrange teams to study especially
the common and yet controversial problems of hospital medicine.
The immense wealth of clinical material in the Middlesex County
Service, and the excellent facilities of their pathological departments,
should enable useful information to be collected.

Dr. Ronald Henry Tasker of the Burmah Oil Company is reported
missing through enemy action at sea in November.
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QUERIES AND ANSWERS
Income Tax

Employment of Wife
PHI'S " family live in the upper part of their house, the lower part
being devoted to the practice. A caretaker lives downstairs but is
away two half-days each week and is not responsible for night
calls. He pays his wife £1 a week for the following duties: (a)
taking messages, etc., ort two half-days a week, (b) taking night
calls in his own absence, (c) advising urgent callers, etc., as to his
probable whereabouts, and (d) engaging and supervising staff and
their work in the rooms used professionally. Is he entitled to
deduct the £1 a week as expenses of the practice?

*** " Phi " does not mention whether and to what extent his
wife receives " pin-money "; if the £1 a week is additional to a

normal allowance his claim will be strengthened. Apart from
this the case seems a marginal one. Professional men generally
receive some assistance from their wives-solicitors and accoun-
tants have some professional and 'phone calls at their private
residences-and the point at which this sort of arrangement
amounts to an employment of the wife in the practice is difficult
to fix, and may well vary according to the views of the persons
attempting to do so. In this case the inspector of taxes takes the
view that the payment does not comply with the statutory require-
ment that it shall be made " wholly and exclusively . . . for the
purposes of the profession." There is a chance that Com-
missioners might take a different view on an appeal being made,
but we should not regard the chance as a good one.

Allowance for Wife
M. R. asks: "As a doctor's wife with a 168-hour week am I

entitled to a rebate on income tax to the value of £80? "
*** A married man is entitled to a " personal allowance " of

£140, as compared with the bachelor's allowance of £80. The
section (Finance Act, 1920, Sec. 18, as subsequently amended)
provides also that " if the total income of the claimant [i.e., the
husband] includes any earned income of his wife, the deduction
. . . shall be increased by an amount equal to nine-tenths of that
earned income but not exceeding in any case eighty pounds."
M. R. does not mention any " earned income " of her own
against which the claim can be made. By way of illustration,
however, we may poinr out that if her husband pays her a salary
of £2 a week as fair remuneration for assistance in his professional
work her liability for 1942-3 would be as follows:

Amount of remuneration .£10400
Deduct-Earned income relief (1/10th) . . . £10 10 0

Special allowance. £80 0 0
£90 10 0

£13 10 0

Tax at lOs. in the £: £6 15s.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.
First Aid for Fractured Spine

Dr. N. PINES writes: The vital importance of correct handling of
a fractured spine by first-aiders prompts me to send the following
note. (1) Diagnosis. I usually recommend members of my class
to ask the injured man, if he is conscious enough for that, to
move his fingers or his toes, but not his limbs. The reason is
simple: if there is no movement and no pain with this attempt
at movement the spine is fractured; in fracture of any other part
of the body movements and pain occur. (2) Transportation. The
greatest danger is at the moment of turning the injured man into
the desired position. Once he is already turned the possibility
of further injury is lessened. That is why two years ago I con-
structed a special stretcher, a description and drawing of which
you published on March 30, 1940 (p. 546). It consists in principle
of an ordinary board, with cross-pieces, which can be folded up
or fixed across at any height, thus allowing the stretcher to be fixed
to the patient in the same position as that in which he is found.
Only after that is the patient turned round and carried away.
When fixing the stretcher one can of course arrange for the
patient to be carried in the prone or the supine position.

Diphtheria with Perforation of Larynx
Dr. R. W. STEPHENSON senior medical inspector, Sudan Medical

Service, writes: A child aged about 2 years was admitted to
hospital with a history of two days' fever. Careful examination
failed to elicit any physical signs, and as the temperature was
fluctuating between 990 and 102' F. it was presumed to be a case
of malaria, though blood slides were negative. Treatment with
quinine was instituted and the temperature settled. On the fourth
day after admission the child developed a slight cough, and later
the same day emphysema of the neck. Each time the child
coughed the tissues of the neck became distended with air. There
was little distress or difficulty in breathing. Examination of the
throat failed to reveal any abnormality and no membrane could
be seen. A swab was taken and was found to contain Klebs-
Loeffler bacilli. Anti-diphtheritic serum was given in full doses
and the patient made an uneventful recovery.

Corrigendum
In the article entitled " Work of the Medical Corps in the U.S.S.R.,"

published in the Journal of Dec. 19, 1942, p. 734, under the cross-
heading " Non-medical Personnel," faulty translation rendered
incorrectly " the Red Cross and Red Serpent organizations." The
name should have been " the Red Cross and Crescent organiza-
tions."
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