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The annual general meeting of the Food Education Society will
be held at Gordon House, 29, Gordon Square, W.C.1, on Tuesday
next, June 23, at 2.30 p.m. with the new president, Lord Horder, in
the chair. A manifesto will be submitted to the meeting for its
approval on a campaign for growing better food.

Dr. William Evans will deliver the Strickland Goodall Memorial
Lecture on " Triple Rhythm " at the Society of Apothecaries of
London, Black Friars Lane, Queen Victoria Street, E.C., on
Wednesday, June 24, at 5 p.m.
At the next meeting of the Medical Society for the Study of

Venereal Diseases to be held at 11, Chandos Street, W.I, on
Saturday, June 27, at 2 p.m., Captain H. C. Hair, R.C.A.M.C., will
read a paper on " Some Experiences with the Rapid Massive
Arsenotherapy in the Treatment of Syphilis." The annual general
meeting will be held on July 25 at 2 p.m., and Mr. Aleck Bourne
will give an address on " Non-gonococcal Vaginal Discharges."
At a public inquiry held in Glasgow before Sheriff-Substitute

Wellwood Johnston a formal verdict was returned on eleven men
and three women belonging to Glasgow, Clydebank, and Renton,
that they all died from irritant poisoning by methyl alcohol. A
police sergeant said that three drums of methyl alcohol, each con-
taining 54 gallons, were lying for some time at Rothesay Dock.
When these were removed from the quayside a number of holes
were found in one drum, which was only half full * another was
two-thirds full, and the last was intact. The spirit, of American
origin, was used in the manufacture of paint, varnish, and rubber
products. The Glasgow city analyst said that the ordinary industrial
methylated spirit contained 95% ordinary alcohol and 5% methyl
alcohol. A sample of the American spirit examined by him con-
tained 99% methyl alcohol.
A meeting has taken place to discuss the question of advice to be

given to local authorities as to whether they should lay orders with
British manufacturers for mass radiology units. After discussion, in
which Lord Dawson, Brigadier McGrigor, L. Cochrane Shanks, and
officers of the Ministry of Supply and Ministry of Health took part,
it was decided to recommend that, in view of the shortage of per-
sonnel and material, apparatus for mass radiography for the civilian
population should be placed for the time being under the direction
of the Ministry of Health. The highest priority in British manu-
facture should be given to provide, as soon as possible, sufficient sets
of apparatus, according to the specification of the Technical Sub-
committee of the Tuberculosis Committee (M.R.C.), for investigation
among the civilian population in conjunction with the Services wiich
are concerned in the examination of their personnel. The committee
considered that within the next twelve months a minimum of 50 sets
of apparatus would be required for these purposes.
The William Osler Medal of the American Association of the

History of Medicine has been' awarded to John T. Barrett' of the
School of Medicine of Boston- University.
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QUERIES AND ANSWERS
Circulatory Symptoms after Vitamin B

"ZYME " writes: Mention of the effects of hypervitaminosis
in a recent discussion by the B.B.C. " Brains Trust " prompts
me to write about a case seen by me a few months ago. An
elderly patient, who had a chronic eczema, was told to take a
teaspoonful of pure yeast twice a day. This appeared to cause
tachycardia and a moderate elevationo of blood pressure; both

symptoms disappeared on leaving off the yeast. Perhaps some of
your readers may have had a similar case, which may be worth
recording. We frequently read about avitaminosis in the medical
press, but seldom about hypervitaminosis. Is an increase in pulse
rate a recognized effect of administration of vitamin B?

Income Tax
Additional Appoinztimient

W. H. held a full-time appointment throughout 1939-40, the salary
being £600. During. 1940-1 he accepted a second appointment
at £360 a year, the salary of the first being reduced to £400 a year.
For the income-tax year 1940-1 he is being assessed on £600
(previous year's basis) plus £220, the amount received in that year
from the second appointment. A similar basis is being applied
to 1941-2, with the result that for each year W. H. is asked to pay
on more than he received.

*** This result is obviously unfair. We suggest that W. H.
should ask the inspector of taxes to treat the old appointment as
having ceased and recommenced on the new basis. If he is unable
to agree we suggest that a request for further consideration of the
facts should be sent to the Chief Inspector of Taxes, Imperial
Hotel, Llandudno.

Fees hanided over to Mutnzicipal Authlority
R.M.S." is a whole-time M.O. to a municipal authoritv. He has to
see patients outside the hospital; fees have to be charged for such
visits, but are required to be handed over to the authority. Must
such fees be returned by " R.M.S." as income liable to tax?

* No-undcr the conditions set up by the terms of his engage-
ment " R.M.S." is merely a conduit for passing the fees to the
author-ity, and they are not chargeable to tax as his income.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.
Chest Radiography

Dr. E. N. RAMSBOTTOM (Salford) writes: I am sorry to read the
note from Dr. Bernard Leggett (May 16, p. 630) referring to a
letter of mine on the standard of chest radiography (April 25),
as his views, in my opinion, are decidedly retrograde. I should
have thought that for the highest quality chest films the technique
using 40 inches distance was dead and buried. There is no doubt
that at this distance shadows on the chest film are distorted, and I
went through this stage of using 60 to 80 mA some 10 years ago,
having gradually worked up during the past 18 years from gas
tubes through the whole gamut of improvements in x-ray engineer-
ing, I quite agree that for some portion of routine chest work such
a technique is quite adequate where lesions are of a gross. character,
but this correspondence arose out of a pamphlet issued by the
N.A.P.T., and my letter was mainly concerned with the need for
films of the finest technique in the diagnosis of early cases of
pulmonary tuberculosis. I long since abandoned the 40 inches
distance and experimented for a considerable time with the full
2 metres distance, but I found that there was no appreciable differ-
ence between 5 feet and 6 feet, and as the shorter distance entailed
rmuch less strain on the x-ray apparatus it was finally adopted.
Dr. Leggett questions whether such an apparatus as mine shotuld
be operated by an intelligent nurse, but I can assure him that with
shock-proof plant and delayed action switch so that the anode
can attain its full number of revolutions before exposure, an
intelligent nurse can produce excellent results free from risk with,
of course, the medical officer in charge being in attendance at
each session in order to supervise the work generally. My plant
is never usea more than " half out," and our x-ray tubes have all
died a natural death from being worn out, never from being
overloaded. Perhaps forty years as an enthusiastic amateur
photographer and two years' study of electrical engineering before
entering the study of medicine has helped me in my work.

Paraffin Molle for Burns
Dr. D. L. HEMMINGWAY (Richhill, Co. Armagh) writes: It appears

that large quantities of paraff. molle are now being supplied to
first-aid posts for the treatment of burns. Surely there is nothing
worse as a burn dressing than a greasy or oily substance. I should
be most interested to know what virtue has been found in paraff.
inolle to justify its appearance as even a first-aid burn dressing.

Corrigenda
In the article by Wing-Commander R. D. Gillespie entitled
" German Psychological Warfare " (Journal, April 4, p. 445)
General Haushofer is referred to as head of the Military Academy
at Munich. This was a mistake. Haushofer was professor of
geopolitics at the University of Munich, and editor of the
German periodical entitled Zeitschrift fur Geopolitik. We may
take the opportunity of correcting two other minor errors.
" Clausewitz in 1916 " should, of course, have read " Clausewitz
in 1816," ~and we must apologize to Mr. Harold Nicolson for
wrongly spelling his surname with an " h."
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