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Medical News
A week-end course for medical practitioners on factory medical

services and industrial diseases will be held at the London School
of Hygiene on June 27 and 28. The proceedings will be opened
by Sir David Munro, Chief Medical Officer, Ministry of Supply,
at 2 p.m. on June 27; at 2.15 p.m. Mr. R. R. Hyde will speak on
"The Development of Health and Welfare Services in Industry";
and at 4.15 p.m. Mr. W. Gissane will give an address on " The
Scope of the Industrial Medical Officei in the Rehabilitation of the
Injured Workman." The programme for June 28 is as follows:
10.15 a.m., Dr. E. R. A. Merewether, "Dust and the Lungs";
11.45 a.m., Miss May Smith, D.Sc., " Fatigue and Boredom in
Industry "; 2.15 p.m., Dr. P. Pringle, " Treatment in the Works
Ambulance Room "; 3.45 p.m., Dr. D. C. Norris, " The Efi 'cts of
Physical Handicap on Working Capacity." The fee for the course
is £1 ls. (plus 2s. 6d. if lunch is required), and applications should
reach the secretary of the school (Keppel Street, London, W.C.1)
by June 22.
A memorandum on " Hospital Treatment of Burns " is published

in pamphlet form by H.M. Stationery Office for the Department
of Health for Scotland. This marks the final stage of the task set
by the Department to a committee of medical experts in Scotland.
The first stage was the production of " The First-aid Treatment
of Burns," a memorandum which reached a second edition soon
after its original publication some months ago. The new memor-
andum deals with the subject in greater detail. Sir John Fraser,
consultant adviser in surgery to the Department of Health, who
was chairman of the committee, states in an introduction that a
natural desire to explore alternative methods of treatment and to
comment on the results has created a position which is confusing
to the general reader. Among such a variety *of methods of
treatment, each so ably presented and sponsored, the general reader
finds it difficult to make a choice when faced with the practical
issue. A " community " opinion is likely to be welcomed under
such circumstances, and it was reasoning of this kind which induced
the Department of Health to appoint the committee. The memo-
randum is on sale at 9d. a copy.
The issue of the Journal of the American Medical Association

for March 28, which is a hospital number, contains an article by
Surgeon-General Thomas Parran on wartime problems of the
public health service.
The issue of the Schweizerische Medizinische Wochenischrift for

February 14 is dedicated to the co-editor, Dr. Eugen Bircher, on the
occasion of his sixtieth birthday.

The Greek Medical Association has requested the ecclesiastical
authorities to allow cremation in the case of members of the Greek
Orthodox Church, for hygienic reasons and also owing to the
scarcity of wood for coffins.
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QUERIES AND ANSWERS
Effects of Mustard Gas on the Skin

"J. L." inquires whether solutions of hypochlorous acid would prove
effective and convenient applications to counteract the effects of
mustard gas on the skin.

*** After full consultation with their experts, the Ministry of
Health and the Ministry of HoYihe Security have recommended
the use of Anti-gas Ointment No. 2 to counteract the effect of
liquid mustard gas on the skin. If no ointment is immediatelyavailable and one happens to be near a chemist's shop then the
Bleach Cream provided there should be used. This local treat-

ment of the contaminated skin should be followed as soon as
possible by a good wash down of the entire body with soap and
water (preferably warm water) in your own or in your neigh-
bour's home. A Ministry of Health leaflet entitled " If Hitler uses
Blister Gas " deals with this point. It has been very recently
circulated to all concerned in the more vulnerable areas. Many
proprietary preparations h-ave been tested but have proved less
effective than the treatment recommended above, which is the
considered view of both Ministries.

Sharpening Scalpels, etc.
Dr. W. REGINALD WILSON (Doncaster) writes in reply to P. K.:

Quite good results can be obtained with an ordinary carpenter's
oilstone or hone. First see that it is free of old oil and grease by
wiping with ether or spirit, and put new thin (bicycle) oil on. If
the edge of the scalpel is very thick, jagged, or turned, the cure
will involve a lot of work, and it had probably better be sent to the
professional grinders. Otherwise lay the blade almost flat on the
stone and move it along with the edge in advance, and the heel of
the blade 45 degrees or so in advance of the point. Contact must
always be light, and at each stroke it should begin at the base and
finish at the very point. Test the cutting edge from time to time
on a piece of cotton-wool, and when it shows any sign of getting
sharp take only single strokes each way. Turn the scalpel over on
its back, not on its edge, or you will spoil your work. Straight
scissors also can be sharpened on a flat stone, if applied with care
at the proper angle. This sho'uld be just less than 90 degrees from
the flat face which makes contact with the other blade. Take
nothing off this latter except odd accidental unevenness-most
important. For hypodermic needles, scissors curved on the flat,
and Syme blades, a convex cylindrical surfaced stone is needed.
Many needles are very soft, and sharpening may easily be over-
done. Examine with a lens if in doubt, and take care to preserve
the original shape of the point. Lay on the stone at right angles
to the long axis of the stone, and rub the point crosswise with
short strokes.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.
Scabies

The Ministry of Health has reason to believe that observations on
scabies made by medical practitioners in this country are not
always made available to the profession from causes connected
with the paper shortage, the hesitation of practitioners to publish
isolated observations, or the difficulty in finding time for recording
such observations. In view, however, of the importance of this
disease, especially in wartime, the Ministry will be grateful for any
such information, the value of which may be greater than is appar-
ent to the observer. Communications should be addressed to the
Deputy Chief Medical Officer, Ministry of Health, Whitehall,
'S.W. 1.

Truby King Babies
Dr. BERNARD SPENCER writes: Your correspondent Dr. A. G. Watkins

asks (April 4, p. 454), " What is a Truby King baby? " As the
father of four Truby King babies I may perhaps throw some light
on the mystery. The artificially fed type is a baby fed on the
closest practicable approximation to natural breast milk. My
eldest child was breast-fed on Truby King principles, and is
generally considered a thoroughly sound specimen of boyhood.
His triplet sisters were artificially fed from birth by Truby King
methods. In spite of the fact that they were,considerably under
weight at birth (3 lb. 8 oz., 3 lb. 9 oz., 4 lb. 5 oz.) they compare
very favourably with any healthy child of their own age. During
their first 9 years they had no illness whatsoever, even evading
scarlet fever, to which my wife and I fell victims when they
were 2{. At 9 they demonstrated how easily an attack of mumps
can be dealt with, for beyond the parotid enlargement there was
no evidence of illness or even malaise to be detected. For
purposes of comparison one of the girls may be set beside her
brother, who is 20 months older than she. There is a very strong
resemblance in physical type between the two; both are of a good
colour, alert, strong, and active, and holding themselves excep-
tionally well. If either is a more athletic type than the other
I would say the girl is the more so. I have compared these two
because they are of similar physical type: the other two are equally
healthy. All have perfect teeth. My wife performed all the work
involved in feeding and supervising the four children after the
triplets were 3 months old, at which age they left Cromwell House,
Highgate. There was no " maternaJ dietetic anxiety," nor was
there any " negativism." There was and still is considerable
maternal anxiety as to what devilry will arise next.

Hazards of Transfusion: Corrigenda
We regret that three errors slipped into the summary of Brigadier

Lionel Whitby's Harveian Lecture on " The Hazards of Trans-
fusion," published last week at p. 698. The lecturer's first
Christian name and rank were incorrectly given, and " Compton "
tube should be " Kimpton " tube.
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