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Medical News

The annual session for 1942 of the American Medical Association
will be held at Atlantic City in the week June 8-12. In an editorial
discussing the plans for this meeting the Journal of the Amlericani
Medical Association says that long before the United States entered
the war the authorities of the A.M.A. had agreed to endeavour to
make it an inter-American meeting, as an indication of the close
relationship in medicine prevailing among all the American nations.
The Brazilian Government has offered exhibits dealing particularly
with yellow fever and malaria, and, subject to the difficulties of travel
in wartime, there is promise of the attendance of some cf the leading
figures in medicine in South America, Canada, the West Indies,
Mexico, and Central America. Several events of special interest in
relation to the war are being scheduled, and official representatives of
Governmental agencies concerned witlh medical participation in the
war have undertaken to be present and to contribute to the
pr-ogramme.

In connexion with the Manchester nursing recruitment campaign
an exhibition was held from May 4 to 16 to illustrate the develop-
ment of nursing and the training and work of the nurse. The
Minister of Health opened the exhibition under tlle chairmanship of
the Lord Mayor of Manchester. Practical nursing demonstrations
were given daily at the Royal Infirmary and other hospitals. The
campaign was organized by the Manchester Public Health Depart-
ment two months ago.
The American Association of Public Health, at its recent meeting

in Atlantic City, awarded the Sedgwick Memorial Medal for dis-
tinguished service in public health to Dr. Charles Armstrong of the
Public Health Service of the United States, and in particular for his
studies on encephalitis, psittacosis, and poliomyelitis.

Tributes to the work of Dr. Robert Douglas, who has retired from
the post of medical officer of health for Moray and Nairn after
31 years' service, were paid at a recent meeting of the Joint County
Council.
A malaria survey of the Island of Trinidad has recently been

undertaken by Drs. Mark F. Boyd and W. G. Davis of the
Rockefeller Foundation.
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QUERIES AND ANSWERS
Sharpening Blades

Mr. E. G. POWER writes in reply to P. -K.: Procure a piece of
aluminium, say, 1 in. wide and 6 in. long (not foil), and fasten it to
a piece of wood. The surface can be made perfectly smooth and
bright. The razor or knife after being sharpened in the ordinary
way may then be finished off on the aluminium. A rotary motion
may be used in the same way as upon a hone.

Income Tax
Residence in Colony

"M.D." inquires (1) whether a ship surgeon travelling,between South
Africa and England who elected to have his salary paid in South
Africa would be liable to United Kingdom income tax, and
(2) what would be the position, if he were appointed to the Imperial
service ,while residing in South Africa, as regards a colonial pension
and private incometfrom this country.

*** It is assumed that there would be no residential connexion
with the United Kingdom. (1) He would be liable only in respect

of that portion of the income earned while in the United Kingdom
-probably assumed to be nil by the authorities. (2) The colonial
pension would not be liable to United Kingdom incorme tax as it
was earned during service abroad, but the income from private
investments would be liable. If tax thereon were also charged by
the South African Government, Dominion income-tax relief would,
however, be due.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.
Scabies

Dr. J. STAVELEY DICK (Manchester) writes: May I repeat that, while
finding the Acarus scabiei is often of decisive importance in making
a positive diagnosis, failure to find the acarus, on the other hand,
cannot be taken as decisive of its absence from a doubtful lesion,
nor can it be taken as decisive evidence of cure. The decisive
value of a positive and comparatively small value of a negative
finding would, I think, be accepted by competent observers in
other infective diseases also. That is, at all events, my position.
Dr. H. Lyndhurst Duke, however, says (April 18, p. 510) that my
position in this matter is " manifestly absurd." But if so, why
take the trouble to point it out? If it is *' manifestly "-that is to
say, clearly, self-evidently-absurd, that is the end of it.
Judging by his letter Dr. Duke has a tendency to extravagant
language. He saw parasites which were " fat and feebly protesting
mites." The Acarus scabiei is, according to some textbooks,
" barely visible to the naked eye." How he came to recognize
that they were fat and that their feeble movements indicated
protest is not manifest from the context. However, scientific dis-
cussions are sometimes a little dull owing to the extreme precision
of language usually aimed at. I do not, therefore, seriously
complain of an occasional lapse into the melodramatic. But I
think one must draw the line when Dr. Duke proposes to widen
the connotation of that useful technical term " carrier." He asks,
" Are carriers not just cases of scabies? " If we have " carriers "

in scabies; as seems not improbable, then the answer is that they
are niot just cases of scabies. May I in conclusion say that I had
not the remotest intention of depreciating in any way the very
valuable work, by all reports, which is being done by Dr. Mellanby
at Sheffield. I may also add that I did not feel in the least
annoyed by Dr. Duke's vigorous criticism, and I hope he will
regard mine as a reasonably fair rejoinder.

Treatment of Fractured Ribs
Dr. J. V. REUBEN (Bradford) writes: The point raised by Dr.
G. Llewellyn Davies on the strapping of fractured ribs (April 18,
p. 509) is one which has caused me some concern for a number of
years. Every first-aider is taught that there are two types of rib
fracture-the first by indirect violence, where the ends of bone
point outwards; the second by direct violence, where the ends of
the bone are pushed in and where there may be the complication
of a damaged lung. The first type he is recommended to bandage
tightly. In the second type tight bandaging is forbidden. Yet
I find that every case of fractured rib treated at hospitals is
strapped. In some cases I have had to remove this strapping
because of the extra pain. Perhaps a perusal of the manual of
first aid issued by the St. John Ambulance Association might be
of value to casualty surgeons. I have found it an extremely
valuable little book.

What is a " Truby King Baby " ?
Dr. BARBARA R. A. DEMAINE (Rotherham) writes: I was pleased to

read the letter of Dr. John Thwaites on the Truby King methods
(May 9, p. 595). Twenty years ago I was privileged to work at the
London Training Centre, and the principles learnt there have been
invaluable in carrying out child welfare work. It gives a definite
plan to work on, and one which appeals to most mothers because
they can understand it and can co-operate with the medical adviser.
I think we should go even further in training in mothercraft, and
urge for its inclusion in the education of senior girls during their
last year at school.

Argyll Robertson's Pupils
Dr. Alexander W. Stirling, reminiscing about European ophthalmo-

logists of the last century (Arch. Ophthal., Chicago, 1941, 26, 727)
and referring to the handsome and striking appearance of Douglas
Argyll Robertson, vsrites: " It is related of a cousin of mine that
she paid her 2 guineas not so much that Argyll Robertson should
examine her eyes as that she might gaze into his."

Corrigendum
Drs. Neil MacLeod and L. A. Schnipelsky wish to correct an obvious

error which appeared in their memorandum on ",Cardiac Massage
for Heart Failure under Spinal Anaesthesia," (Journal, May 16,
p. 610). At line 19 of the case report the sentence should con-
tinue: ". . . while the anaesthetist kept the airway clear and
administered CO2 end oxygen intratracheally "-not intrathecally.
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