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witness. His duty is done. He is an expert witness on disease,
not on tool grinding.

This may all sound like trying to make the matter too simple,
but I sincerely believe it is not. It is simply a question of
seeing a point and sticking to it. Moreover, all questions of
certification can be resolved into the same general terms. The
doctor can certify facts and opinions about health. He can
certify their implications for the guidance of the laity just as
he does for the guidance of the Bench in court. But how far
these implications operate in regions outside his knowledge is
no concern of his, and certainly no responsibility in law. For-
give me, Sir, for having been a little tedious in hammering my
points, but I feel that if they were more widely grasped there
would be less trouble with certification, at all events on the
practitioner's side.-I am, etc.,

Liverpool. C. H. Ross CARMICHAEL, M.B., Ch.B.

SIR,-I have read with interest the article by Dr. A. Kefalas
on medical certification in industry (April 25, p. 531). He
wvrites; " The mere fact' that the patient is ill, or even claims
to be ill, makes it incumbent upon the general practitioner to
neglect no possible precaution whatever, for if he does so
neglect any precaution he is plainly guilty of culpable negli-
gence. He has perforce to take the view that the process might
be dangerous, and therefore has to cover the contingency, for
the simple reason that if it were not so covered and the patient
came to any harm, or could convince a court of law that he
had suffered harm (not always the same thing!), the doctor
could be mulcted in damages and injured in reputation." I
should be glad to hear what the legal advisers of the medical
protection societies say of the above. It does not seem in
accordance with the notice issued by the General Medical
Council some time ago. The words I take exception to are,
"claims to be ill." Further on Dr. Kefalas italicizes the word
"might."
On Good Friday morning a young man from Wales came

into my surgery; he wished to be entered on my panel. He
then told me a sad tale of headaches, and ascribed them to
his work. He wanted " a sixpenny note " to get back to his
mountain fastness; he did not get it. Next morning his wife
came requesting the return of his medical card, explaining that
he had come to the wrong doctor. I did not feel " bound by
the law" to issue a certificate. Possibly a colleague acted in
accordance with the best traditions of the craft and gave a
certificate.

Last week I saw a young girl with scabies. She had been told
that she had probably caught it at the laundry where she was em-
ployed. She wanted a note to say that she might get it again
and recommending change of work. Can she get damages from
me if she ever does contract this troublesome complaint?
A few months ago a man wanted a note advising that he

should have extra petrol to take his wife shopping as she had
a bad leg. In spite of his citing as a precedent that he had
got a note in London, I refused. If his wife ruptures a varicose
vein while shopping am I liable to be mulcted?-I am, etc.,

Smethwick. G. J. JONES.

Preserving the Race
SIR,-A fatal attack of disease is often but an exacerbation

of a chronic condition which preceded it, and which can, there-
fore, be reckoned its essential cause. I have long held that
the dissolution of Western civilization now in rapid progress was
caused essentially by such chronically acting factors as birth
prevention and bureaucracy (the latter, like the former, being
a stultification of life). The sexual promiscuity which begins
to be condoned, if not favoured, seems to me to belong to the
same class of activities as the indiscriminate bombing now con-
sidered so " realistic," and therefore so practical a measure in
international politics. Those who advocate unchastity-with,
of course, State care of any children which happen from time
to time to result from it-turn a blind eye to the obvious fact
that the family is the natural foundation of social life, and
also forget that among savages and apes in their " uncivilized"
condition the sexual functions are strictly regulated by code.
The present reversionary trend may, of course, come to a halt
at the anthropoid stage, but Mr. H. G. Wells is by no means
unjustified in his apprehensions that all traces of mankind ever
having existed may quite well become lost.-I am, etc.,
North Queensferry, Fife. A. J. BROCK.

Obituary
H. RUSSELL ANDREWS, M.D.

F.R.C.P., F.R.C.O.G.
The news of the death of Dr. R ussell Andrews, which tookl
place on May 1 at Iford, near Lewes, will be received with
regret by the many who recall him as one of the foremost
figures in consulting obstetrical and gynaecological practice in
London.
Henry Russell Andrews, whose father was vicar of Highgate,

was born in London just over seventy years ago. He was
educated at Merchant Taylors' School, and received his medical
training at the London Hospital, supplementing it by visits to
the clinics of Berlin and Vienna. He qualified in 1894, took
the M.D. of London tUniversity in 1896, the M.R.C.P. in 1900,
and was elected F.R.C.P. in 1913. His long career as an
obstetric physician was closely associated with the London
Hospital. It was there he held his first posts as house-physician
and resident accoucheur, and for many years he was a member
of the " London " staff, becoming eventually senior obstetric
physician and, after his retirement, consulting physician. He
was also consultant to the East End Mothers' Home and certain
local hospitals.

His ability in the obstetric field came to be widely recog-
nized, and at various times from 1912 onwards- he was
examiner in this subject to the Universities of Oxford, Cam-
bridge, Durham, and London, the Conjoint Board, and the
Society of Apothecaries. He was one of the original members
of the British (now the Royal) College of Obstetricians and
Gynaecologists, and in 1933 was elected vice-president of that
body. He also filled the chair of the Section of Obstetrics and
Gynaecology of the Royal Society of Medicine. When the
fifth British Congress of Obstetrics and Gynaecology was held
in London in 1925 Russell Andrews was chosen as its president.
He also presided over a committee of the Royal Society of
Medicine which considered the subject of prevention of puer-
peral sepsis. This was at a time when the statistics of maternal
mortality and morbidity were gravely disquieting. Russell
Andrews's own view was very simple-namely, that in closer
and better ante-natal supervision lay the chief hope of pre-
vention. He attached great importance also to the education
of the midwife. His best-known book was his Midwifery for
Nurses, written in collaboration with Mr. Victor Lack. The
eighth edition was published just before the present war. He
was one of the "Ten Teachers" who contributed to a volume
on Midwifery in 1916 and on Diseases of Women in 1919. He
also wrote some of the articles in Latham and English's System
of Treatment, and was editor, with Sir Comyns Berkeley and
Dr. J. S. Fairbairn, of another textbook on gynaecology. In
1915 he delivered the Hunterian Society's oration, taking as
his subject the work of William Hunter in midwifery.

Russell Andrews joined the British Medical Association in
1900. In 1907 he was secretary of the Section of Obstetrics and
Gynaecology and vice-president of the Section in 1922. In
1925 he contributed to the Annual Meeting of the Association
a noteworthy paper on " Backward Displacements of the
Uterus." He gave up his London practice in 1927 and retired
into the country. A gathering of 28 well-known London
obstetricians and gynaecologists at a farewell dinner voiced their
affection for him. He was a man who evoked affection, alike in
his West End consulting practice and among poor East End
mothers. In the year of his retirement he delivered to the
Chelsea Clinical Society a valedictory address entitled " Pro-
fessional Regrets."

H. B. GRIMSDALE, F.R.C.S.
Mr. Harold Barr Grimsdale, consulting ophthalmic surgeon
to St. George's Hospital, and consulting surgeon to the Royal
Westminster Ophthalmic Hospital, died at Hindhead on May 5.
He was born at Liverpool in 1866, the fourth son of Thomas F.
Grimsdale, M.D., and from Winchester entered Gonville and
Caius College, Cambridge, with an exhibition. After graduating
B.A. in 1888 he went on to St. George's Hospital, and took
the M.B., B.Ch. degrees in 1892 and the F.R.C.S. diploma in
1894. At St. George's he had been house-surgeon and assistant
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