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The prevalence of scabies has been a matter of great concern
to local health authorities during the year. Although no com-
parable figures are available, there appears to have been a large
general increase in the incidence.

Notifications of infectious diseases are the only data available
for the whole country, but additional facts are published for the
126 great towns, which comprise roughly one-half of the popu-
lation of the country. The war has seriously- disturbed the
populations of these towns, and a comparison must be confined
to the past two years.

SOME FIGURESMFOR THE 126 GREAT TowNs

1941 1940

Number of live births .. . 256,849 304,941
Number of deaths .. .262,467 303,271
Stillbirths per 1,000 births .. .38 39
Infant mortality per 1,000 live births . 71 61

1941 1940

Deaths Deaths
Cases Deaths per 1,000 Cases Deaths per 1,000

Cases Cases

Typhoid and para-
typhoid fevers .. 2,533 78 31 1,270 56 44

Scarlet fever .. 26,562 58 2-2 30,017 77 2-6
Whooping-cough .. 76,884 1,197 16 24,795 329 1 3
Diphtheria .. .. 27,613 1,487 54 25,200 1,355 54
Measles .. .. 146,835 503 3-4 177,613 464 2-6

Although cases of typhoid and paratyphoid fevers were twice
as numerous as in the preceding year the case fatality was only
three-quarters of the 1940 rate. The decreased fatality rate was
due to the mild form of paratyphoid that was experienced.
We can 4a,rticipate that the returns for the whole country will

show that the birth rate has declined considerably and the
death rate increased when compared with the pre-war years,
with the consequence that the natural increase (excess of births
over deaths) will be small. An increase in the infant mortality
rate is also to be expected. An e'xamiriation of the deaths from
the causes which are tabulated in the quarterly returns shows
that there has been an increase in most causes; perhaps the
most outstanding is that of the minor cause, ulcer of stomach
and duodenum, which has shown an increase of about 50% in
male deaths since 1938.
We may conclude that the nation's health has been and

remains satisfactory. In fact, it is better than many antici-
pated early in the war when considering the possible effects of
such adverse conditions of life as herding in shelters, lack of
ventilation due to black-out, and dispersal of large sections of
the population.
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QUERIES AND ANSWERS
A Quick Treatment for Scabies

E. W. writes: Are there two " Whitfield's " ointments? The formula
given for Whitfield's ointment in the B.P.C. is certainly not that
given by Dr. L. Lichtenstein in his letter under the above heading
(January 3, p. 24). The essential constituents as given in the B.P.C.
and in London Hospital preparations are benzoic and salicylic
acids; and sulphur does not enter into the ointment.

Alopecia Universalis
Dr. C. SPEERS (Donnington, Newbury) writes: In reply to V. M. L.

(January 3, p. 30), I have seen only two cases, one in a man of
about 28 years and the other in a man of 57 years. On examina-
tion both were found to have large quantities of sugar in their
urine. Both did well with insulin and regained a normal growth
of hair, except that the elder man still had a patch of alopecia on
the occiput. It would be interesting to know if V. M. L.'s patient
is a diabetic.

Blood Films Wanted
Dr. A. C. COLES (3, Poole Road, Bournemouth) would very greatly

appreciate receiving unstained films of blood from the earliest
stages of blackwater fever and typhus from those who may have
the opportunity of meeting with either of these diseases.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.
Sulphonamides for Ophthalmia Neonatorum

Dr. H. J. CLUTTERBUCK (Llanelly) writes: The day after reading Dr.
L. B. Somerville-Large's letter on ophthalmia neonatorum and its
treatment (December 20, p. 887) I was called to a child 2 weeks
old who was suffering from the complaint. Both eyes were
oedematous with discharge. I followed the treatment given by
Dr. Somerville-Large, and in four days both eyes were quite well
and the child w,as taken out. There, Were no complications. The
child was bottle-fed during treatment and returned to breast-
feeding on recovery. I was amazed at the result; in thirty-two
years of midwifery in a large industrial practice I had never seen
anything like it.

Offer of Medical Equipment
The father of a young London doctor who has died of wounds in

the Middle East has kindly offered to present his son's medical
books, instruments, drugs, and consulting-room equipment to a
young doctor starting in practice. Will any reader who is
interested please communicate with Mr. X, c/o The Editor,
B.M.J.

Price of Medical Books
Messrs. WILLIAM HEINEMANN (MEDICAL BOOKS) LTD. write: In the

notice of Dr. Piney's Sternal Puncture (December 27, p. 913) your
reviewer, while praising the book, comments unfavourably on the
price of publication. It is evident from this that, though a good
critic, he is completely unaware of the present-day difficulties of
the publisher. Medical publishing, like any other business, is a
competitive one, and no ptublisher who knows his business is going
to make his books unsaleable by overcharging. Actually medical
publishers have been the very last to raise the price of books since
war started, but now they are being compelled to do so. This is
not surprising when one realizes that the cost of production in
every section-paper, printing, and binding-has gone up in
varying amounts from 25% to 100%, and there are also increases
in overhead expenses all round. In addition, we are now allowed
only 37-% on quota of the amount of paper used in a period
immediately preceding the war, so that the printing numbers of
books are often reduced. This means that the cost per copy is
forced up, and the publication price must therefore be higher.
It is unfortunate that this tendency will be more noticeable
in the case of a " pioneer " book like Sternal Puncture, with no
ready-made market. Owing to these facts it will undoubtedly be
necessary for all medical books, and not only new publications, to
share the increased costs imposed by war conditions.

Corrigenda
Prof. T. P. MCMURRAY wishes to correct two errors which occurred

in his article on " Delay in the Union of Fractures " in our issue
for January 3. On page 8, line 14, the sentence should read:
" In this case the delay cannot be attributed to difficulty in main-
taining apposition of the -fractured surfaces, but seems to be
caused by the absence of any vascular muscle attachment to this
area of the bone and by the restriction of blood supply, which
follows from injulry to the nutrient artery." On page 9 the correct
wording of the sentence starting on the fourth line of the
" Discussion " is: " When used, especially in the early stages of
treatment, it prevents the formation of the haematoma which
should be present in every fracture," and not permits as there
stated.

Dr. WILLIAM EVANS wishes to correct a statement in last week's issue
concerning the forthcoming Strickland Goodall Lecture. Dr. John
Parkinson is physician to the cardiac department of the London
Hospital, and Dr. Evans, lecturer for 1942, is assistant -physician
to the d,epartment.
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