
-If'% ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~BRITISH60 JAN. 10, 1942 MEDICAL NEWS BRITION' ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~MEDICALJOURNAL

Medical News

Dr. Charles Metcalfe Brown has been appointed Medical
Officer of Health for Manchester in succession to Dr. R. Veitch
Clark, who is due to retire this year after twenty years' dis-
tinguished service in that post. Dr. Brown is at present M.O.H.
and school medical officer for Middlesbrough and port medical
officer for the River Tees.

Sir Farquhar Buzzard will deliver a lecture on " Hospital
Regionalization" at the Weston Hotel, Bath, on Thursday,
January 15, at 5.30 p.m. All c'ervice medical officers and
civilian practitioners will be welcome.
A meeting of the Diagnosis Section of the Faculty of Radio-

logists will be held at 32, Welbeck Street, W., on Friday,
January 16, at 11 a.m., when a paper will be read by Mr. A.
Dickson Wright on " Lesions of the Intervertebral Disks," and
Major Hugh Davies will present a report on a series of head
injuries investigated by air encephalography. Discussions will
follow. On Saturday, January 17, at 10.15 a.m., the Therapy
Section will discuss "The Constitutional Effects of Radiation,
with Special Reference to Volume Dose."

Sir Wilson Jameson, Chief Medical Officer of the Ministry of
Health, delivered the Cutter Lecture on Preventive Medicine at
Harvard Medical School during a recent visit to America, his
subject being "Public Health in Britain at War."
The December number of Industrial Welfare and Personnel

Management, the journal of the Industrial Welfare Society (14,
Hobart Place, S.W.1), includes an account of an industrial
surgery in a sugar refinery and the value of the surgery in
reducing lost time; an article on industrial legislation; the first
of a series of articles on different types of hostel; and some
notes describing the chiropody services provided by various
firms for their workers. An editorial headed " Doctors in In-
dustry" discusses appreciatively the report of the B.M.A. Com-
mittee on Industrial Health in Factories.

General F. A. Maguire, Director-General of Australian Medi-
cal Services, recently stated that 90% of Australia's supply of
instruments were now manufactured within the Commonwealth,
against a former 25%.

Letters, Notes, and Answers
All communications in regard to editorial business should be
addressed to THE EDITOR, BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, B.M.A.
HousE, TAVISTOCK SQUARE, W.C. 1.

ORIGINAL ARTICLES and LETTERS forwarded for publication
are understood to be offered to the British Medical Journal alone
unless the contrary be stated.

Authors desiring REPRINTS of their articles should communicate
with the Secretary, B.M.A. House, Tavistock Square, W.C.1, on
receipt of proofs. Authors over-seas should indicate on MSS.
if reprints are required, as proofs are not sent abroad.

ADVERTISEMENTS should be addressed to the Advertisement
Manager (hours 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.). Orders for copies qf the
Journal and subscriptions should be addressed to the Secretary.

TELEPHOE No.-B.M.A. and B.M.J.: EUSTON 2111.
TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESSES.-EDITOR. Aitiol'gy Westcent, London:
SECRETARY, Medisecra Westcent, London.

B.M.A. ScorrlSH OFFICE: 7, Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh.

QUERIES AND ANSWERS
"Unquestionable " Diagnosis of Pulmonary Tuberculosis
"MORAVIA " writes: Will you please quote on what medical grounds

a case of pulmonary tuberculosis can be so diagnosed and unques-
tionably accepted as " pulmonary tuberculosis " in the eyes of the
law of England.

Gum of Postage Stamps as a Germ Carrier
Dr. JAMES F. BLACKENT (Bloomfield Park, Bath) writes: Mr. A. E.
Sawday (December 6, p. 836) may like to know that the late Dr.
Newman Neild, when he was on the hbnorary staff of the Bristol
General Hospital, made some investigatiotis on thi subject. He
published his results in collaboration with Dr. E. V. Dunkley.

under the title " The Role of the Saliva in the Transmission of
Tubercle," in the. Lancet of April 17, 1909 (p. 1096). They urged
as the result of their observations that all patients with pulmonary
tuberculosis, at any rate, should be forbidden to close envelopes
and stick stamps with their saliva, and forbidden to moisten- their
fingers with saliva for any purpose whatsoever; and said in con-
clusion: " Surely it is not too much to ask that wherever there is
an inkpot there should be gum or a finger damper, and that it
should be taught in all schools that moistening the fingers with
saliva is a dirty habit and a habit that is fraught with danger both
to the possessor and to others."

Malaria Illustrated by Cinematograph Film
In reply to the inquiry by Dr. P. A. Steven fDecember 6, p. 836) we

are informed that copies of the film dealing with the control of
malaria described in the Journal of November 15 (p. 707) can'be
obtained in 35 mm. or 16 mm. size for private screening on
application to Technical Products Limited, Lensbury Close,
Kingston Road, Teddington.

Income Tax
Expenses of Removal

A. K. asks: Will the. Inland Revenue authorities allow as deduc-
tions such expenses, actually incurred in a removal dwing to enemy
action, as removing and refitting professional equipment, apparatus,
furniture, etc.?
V Yes-provided, of course, that -substantially the same and

not a different practice is carried on from the new address.

Practitioner on Active Service
G. L. enlisted in September, 1939, and is now working under the

Ministry of Pensions. His practice is being carried on by " A "
(referred to as " the incoming doctor "), G. L. continuing to receive
one-half of the panel fees. How should G. L. be assessed for
1939-40 and 1940-1?

* The position of the " incoming doctor " is not quite clear,
but we assume that he may be regarded as an employee rather
than as a partner of G. L. On that basis G. L. continues liable
to assessment on the basis of the previous year's profits (deducting
as expenses the sum paid to " A "); but if in either year his actual
aggregate income is not more than fotir-hfths of the aggregate
income as assessed, then he is entitled to have his liability based on
the current and not the preceding year's earnings.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.
Thyroid for Chilblains, Vitamins, etc.

Dr. M. E. LAMPARD (Colchester) writes: There were two articles in
your issue of December 13 which were full of interest to the
general practitioner-the second Holme Lecture by Sir Thomas
Lewis on chilblains and allied conditions (p. 837), and the paper on
some effects of vitamins B and C on senile patients by Drs.
W. Stephenson, C. Penton, and V. Korenchevsky (p. 839). It has
been observed that chilblains may sometimes ensue after partial
thyroidectomy, and thyroid extract will often cure them. Unlike
most drugs, thyroid extract may be given in big doses at first, and
then cut down when the effect has been noted, because it is
impossible to poison anyone with therapeutic doses of thyroid
extract in a few days. I find that giving from 4 to 6 grains of the
dry gland daily for a fortnight until the pulse rate has been raised
by about 20 per minute will usually cure chilblains, and the cure
can be maintained on a considerably smaller dose.
As regards vitamin B, it does not seem to be very widely known

that the richest and cheapest source of this is wheat germ. The
germ of the wheat is separated by the millers, and is sold for
about 4d. a pound. It has in the past been given to cattle. One
ounce of wheat germ will supply the body for sixteen hours with
a sufficient quantity of vitamin B, if one takes its content of B,.
as the standard. It is a flaky substance, and can be sprinkled on
porridge or cornflakes, or stewed fruit, and may be advantageously
incorporated in scones and cakes in the proportion of about 1/2 oz.
to 1 lb. of flour. As a source of vitamin B it is far more accept-
able to the palate than yeast. One ounce of wheat germ also
contains 2 mg. of iron, and of course a large quantity of
vitamin E.

Corrigendum
In the review of Dr. Simson Hall's book Diseases of the Nose.

Throat and Ear (December 20, p. 877) it was stated that the excel-
lent coloured plate showing diseases of the tympanic membrane-
the frontispiece of the first edition-had been eliminated. This
illustration has, in fact, been inserted facing page 322 in the
section dealing with the tympanic membrane. With regard to the
criticism of Fig. 25, which shows puncture of the antrum, closer
inspection of the photograph discovers a nasal speculum in the
operator's left hand at the upper level of the patient's forehead.
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