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Medical News

Those who are iilterested in the Near East and in medical
ilnternational work are invited to the forty-second annual
miieeting of the Lebanon Hospital for Mental Diseases, Syria,
on Thursday, June 5, at 4.15 p.m., in the garden lounge of
the Westway Hotel, Endsleigh Street, London, W.C. The
speakers include Mrs. Somerville Smith, representative in
London of the British-American Ambulance Corps, and M.
Mathieu, formerly interpreter at the League of Nations, who
will speak on the situation in Syria.

The seventy-fifth anniversary of the founding of New York
City Department of Health was observed on March 5, when
the speakers were Mayor La Guardia, Drs. John L.
Rice, health commissioner, Haren Emerson, and Jones
Alexander Miller. Seventy-five years ago the general death
rate was 35 per 1,000 of population and the infant mortality
245 per 1,000 live births. Last year the death rate was 10.3
and the infant mortality 35.

The sixty-fourth annual meeting of the American Dermato-
logical Association was held at New Orleans from April 7 to 10.
The proceedings included a clinical session at the National
Leprosarium at Carville, Louisiana, which gave an exceptional
opportunity for the study of leprosy. After the presidential
address by Dr. William H. Guy twenty-twvo miscellaneous
papers on clinical and pathological aspects of skin diseases
and syphilis were read and discussed on the first, second, and
third days. The final scientific session was given up to a
symposium on superficial fungous infections. A report on the
effects of copper sulphate iontophoresis in a series of cases
of fungous infection of the skin showed the failure of such
treatment to act as a fungicide. A report on the preparation
and clinical application of undenatured trichophytin indicated
that this is a satisfactory antigen for diagnostic and thera-
peutic purposes. Another report suggested that there were
two separate factors in trichophytin: one a skin reactivity
factor, and the other a desensitizing or therapeutic principle.
There was also a report of an analysis of fungi found on the
feet and in shoes in dermatophytosis, and a statistical analysis
of eighty-eight replies to a questionary on familial and con-
jugal transmission of two common forms of fungous infec-
tions of the glabrous skini.

The Minister of Food has made an Order, to come into force
on June 2, prohibiting, except under licence, the manufacture
or sale of vitamin C. The Order does not apply to the manu-
facture or sale of vitamin C for medicinal, pharmaceutical,
or scientific purposes. Applications for licences should be
made to the Ministry of Food, St. John's College, Oxford.

The names of Dr. Richard Arden Jones, Emergency Medical
Service, Newmarket, and Dr. William Thomas Garthorpe Boul,
medical officer of health, Civil Defence Services, Thurrock,
have been brought to notice for bravo conduct in civil defence.

BATTERIES FOR THE DEAF

The Board of Trade announces that arrangements have been
completed for the manufacture of an adequate supply of high-
tension batteries to meet the needs of deaf persons who use
hearing aids. Owing to Service requirements of batteries, it
has, however, been found necessary to curtail considerably
the number of different types of these batteries, and manufac-
ture will be restricted to an agreed range of standard types.

The new types have been designed to cover the require-
ments of all existing United Kingdom makes of hearing aids
which employ high-tension batteries, but it may be found
that some instruments will need minor modification in order
to accommodate them. In general, it will be found that the
new batteries are rather larger than those formerly in use,
but every endeavour has been made to ensure that alterations
to instruments, where necessary, shall be of a minor character
and confined to the battery casing only. No modifications
will be required in the mechanism of any instrument. Users
of hearing aids are advised to communicate with the manu-
facturers of their apparatus, who will inform them of the most
appropriate new types of battery and of any modifications to
their sets which may be necessary.
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QUERIES AND ANSWERS
Income Tax
Anniuity Policy

FRANCIS " has " for a number of years " paid £86 for an annuity
payable at sixty-one. Is he entitled to any allowance ?

* * The answet is No, unless the policy (a) was taken out on
* or before June 22, I9I6, or (b) was " made in connexion with

any superannuation or bona-fide pension scheme for the benefit of
the employees of any employer or of persons engaged in any
particular trade, profession, vocation or business."

Service in Forces Abroad: Wife's Income
PERPLEXED " has been abroad on naval service and is rega;ied
as " non-resident " for the years I938-9 and 1939-40. His wife
was also abroad, and her income, though not liable to British
income tax, has to be brought into the computation of " Per-
plexed's " proportionate liability on his naval pay. Is this correct?

* * Apparently it is. It may not follow that " Perplexed " is
worse off because he is regarded as a non-resident if (as may

be the case) his own residential circumstances might be taken into
account in deciding whether his wife is to be regarded as a non-
resident for the years in question. Tax on her income would far
outweigh the present loss. In the circumstances "Perplexed " is
advised to await the result of his plea for reconsideration on
equitable grounds.

Motor Car-Replacement Allowance
"N. F." bought a car in 1934 for £soS and sold it in 1939 for £47,
buying a small car for £174. No depreciation allowance has been
claimed. The inspector of taxes now proposes to allow only
£i74- £47 = £I27-i.e., the actual out-of-pocket expense. Is this
correct ?

* * Yes; Depreciation should be claimed each year, because
* the lump sum claim cannot exceed the net cost of the

replacement. We advise " N.F." to lodge a claim to reopen the
past six years' assessments on the ground of an error or mistake*
in his past returns-i.e., the omission to claim depreciation allow-'
ance. But if the omission was deliberate the claim is not a good
one.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.
Nitrous Oxide for Dental Anaesthesia

The BRITISH OXYGI& COMPANY LImITED write: We would refer vou
to 'Mr. B. Richardson Billings's letter (April j9, P. 6o8), in which
he states that he has been " driven to the conclusion that the
war product differs considerably in its effects (and possibly in
its method of production) from pre-war nitrous oxide." As the
manufacturers of practically the totai consumption of nitrous
oxide in the country we should 'like to state that there is I1o
difference whatever in the quality as compared with pre-war days.
Certain manufacturers of quality products may, in wartime, have
difficulty in securing a regular supply of first-grade raw materials
and are therefore unable to maintain their high standards, but
in the case of the manufacture of nitrous oxide no such difficulties
have arisen, and we make the definite statement that our higl
standard of purity is comparable with pre-war production. When
practitioners are not obtaining the best results we find on most
occasions that a minor adjustment to their medical apparatuis
remedies matters.

Corrigendum
Dr. JAMiES REID wishes to draw attention to an error in his article
on " Prothrombin Deficiency in Disease of the Liver and Bile
Passages " (Joutrnal, April i9). On page 580, column i, line 5,
"M/Io calcium chloride solution " should have read " AT/40

calcium chloride solution."
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