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DISEASES OF THE CHEST
A Practical Manual of Diseases of the Chest. By Maurice
Davidson, M.D., F.R.C.P. Second edition. (Pp. 576;
illustrated. 42s. net.) Oxford Medical Publications.
London: Oxford University Press. 1941.

The busy practitioner, or the student working for a higher
examiination in medicine, requires something more than
his undergraduate library, but is usually unwilling to strain
his purse, bookshelf, or mind with cumbersome manuals
of special subjects. He is interested in practice rather than
in theory, and especially in modern developments in medi-
cine. The second edition of A Practical Manual of Diseases
of the Chest, by Dr. Maurice Davidson, is well planned
for this purpose: it is well illustrated, liberal use has been
made of reports of the author's own cases, and its length
is less than 600 pages.
Most textbooks which are original, and not merely a

copy of others, are easy to criticize in matters of detail,,
and this is no exception. For instance, it seems unfor-
tunate that sulphapyridine in the treatment of pneumonia
is dismissed in twenty lines, although two and a half pages
are devoted to serum therapy; and although the dangers
of agranulocytosis are stressed, there is no mention of
the commoner forms of idiosyncrasy which frequently
interfere with sulphapyridine treatment. Many physicians
would disagree with the statement that atropine in doses
of 1/50 grain is urgently indicated in acute pulmonary
oedema, and those in practice would be more interested in
the simpler methods of withdrawing air from a spontaneous
pneumothorax than with an artificial pneumothorax
apparatus or trocar and caninula.
Other minor criticisms could be made, and yet this book

should be a useful addition to any medical library; it
contains much well-organized information and will be of
value to all those interested in clinical medicine.

BOMBING AND PLANNING
The Lesson of London. By Ritchie Calder. (2s. net.)
Searchlight Books, No. 3. London: Secker and Warburg.
Start Planning Britain Now. A Policy of Reconstruction.
By Ritchie Calder. (is. net.) London: Kegan Paul,
Trench, Trubner and Co. Ltd.

Ritchie Calder is an accomplished journalist with a passion
for finding out the truth about all and sundry matters and
for setting down in print the truth as he sees it, no matter
how unpalatable it may be to those in authority. His
fearless disregard of personalities and powers, coupled
with a capacity for acute observation and shrewd deduc-
tion, well fit him to tell the story of London under aerial
bombardment. He describes again the tragic and fatal
muddle in the dock area last September, and the heroic
efforts of the East London clergymen to counteract the
harm of official inertia and lack of imagination. He has
penetrating things to say about evacuation, the care of the
homeless, feeding centres. But we question the justice of
his generalization, " Family doctors saw in the shelter
clinics a threat to their fees," and suspect this to be an
argument from one or two particular cases to the general.-
And in view of the shelter conditions described by Mr.
Calder they would not seem to be (whatever they might
become) ideal for clinics where " incipient diseases could
be discovered and checked." Nor is it clear why, because
of shortcomings and dislocation of practices, the " State
should intervene and [that] there should be a complete
and salaried medical service." Would Mr. Calder advocate
the same remedy for his own profession of journalism?
Apart from these points of criticism, his book is a useful
war document, and deserves to be widely read.

Start Planning Britain Now may best be described as a
series of vigorously written notes on the chief aspects of
the problem; it is a compact " planner's guide." In just

over two pages Mr. Calder plumps for a " salaried medical
service," and in this, as the columns of the Jourynal have
shown during the past year, he has the support of many
doctors. This small book of sixty-three pages has much
in it that is provocative and stimuJating.

Notes on Books
A little book of some sixty pages, Administrative Notes for
Royal Army Medical Corps Officers, by Major J. COHEN, is
published by Gale and Polden, Ltd., of Aldershot, at ls. (Gd.
There is so much to be learnt in so short a time by R.A.1\1.C.
officers young in the Service that everything possible must be
done to help them. The practice of " spoon-feeding" is to
be condemned in normal circumstances, but the circumstances
of to-day are abnormal. These methods of training are bad;
the newly joined medical officer must find out things for
himself. Every scrap of essential information will be found
in official manuals, handbooks, and pamphlets, which are
issued to all concerned. Abstracts and notes should be com-
piled and kept for ready reference in the field by the officer
himself, -who should be discouraged from relying on pabulum
prepared by others. The pamphlet under review was evidently
prepared many years ago, and no attempt seems to have been
made to keep the material up to date. We have not space to
point out all the inaccuracies and omissions. The war estab-
lishment of a field ambulance is incorrectly given; no mention
is made of the light field ambulance. Little is said about
message writing or about armoured or mechanized formations.
The road spaces given are pre-war, and nothing is said about
the scatter and dispersal layout of medical establishments.
It is a pity that the data were not checked, criticized, and
corrected by a senior serving officer before publication.

Preparations and Appliances

LOCAL ANAESTHETICS

"Anethaine " brand of butethanol (Glaxo Laboratories, Ltd.),
is stated to be " an extremely powerful local anaesthetic
chemically allied to procaine and identical with a widely used
substance hithdrto only produced abroad." The chemical
constitution is stated to be 4-butyl-amino-benzoyl-dimethyl-
aminoethanol hydrochloride. It is about twice as toxic as
cocaine, but has ten times as powerful a local anaesthetic
action. It can penetrate mucous membrane and therefore can
be used as a surface anaesthetic in the eye, nose and throat,
urethra and rectum. The vendors advise that it should not
be injected subcutaneously.

" Sevicaine " brand of procaine hydrochloride (Glaxo
Laboratories, Ltd.) is issued as a 1% solution suitable for
infiltration anaesthesia and as a 2% solution with 1 in
60,000 adrenaline hydrochloride for terminal and regional
anaesthesia.

IMMUNIZATION AGAINST SCARLET FEVER

Lederle Laboratories announce the issue of an improved
streptococcus toxin for use in immunization against scarlet
fever. Unpleasant reactions following administration are
claimed to be greatly reduced by substitution of peptone in a
concentration not exceeding 1 per cent. of blood or serum
in the preparation of this toxin, without loss of immunizing
properties. The product is marketed in this country by
Chas. F. Thackray, Ltd., Leeds.

GENTIAN VIOLET JELLY
Allen and Hanburys, Ltd., have placed on the market
" Geviflex," a gentian violet jelly for application to burns,
etc., as an alternative treatment to tannic acid. It contains
2% gentian violet with phenyl mercuric nitrate 1/3,000. The
latter is a germicide of low toxicity. " Geviflex " is packed
in tubes containing 1 oz. and 5 oz. at ls. llid. and 5s. 10d.
each respectively, including purchase tax.
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