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practical turn of mind. He held high ideals but had
pleasure in living. He did something towards integrating
modern science, but also utilized it in practice for the
benefit of his fellow men. His book begins with the
question, " Why in thunder should anybody want to write
a biography of R. S.?" The answer is writ large in the
book itself.

NEUROSYPHILIS
Nell}rosyphilis (Syphilis of the Nervous System). By C.
Worster-Drought, M.A., M.D., F.R.C.P. (Pp. 241; illus-
trated. 1Os. 6d. net.) London: John Bale, Sons and
Staples. 1940.

Dr. Worster-Drought's book on neurosyphilis provides in
compact and handy form the main facts about all aspects
of syphilitic infection of the nervous system. After a
historical introduction, which begins by giving Columbus
the credit for discovering syphilis as well as America, he
discusses the aetiology of neurosyphilis, and his book then
follows the accustomed arrangement. There are thirty-
one illustrations and over 150 references. The author's
treatment of the subject is orthodox, though on a few
minor points his views might be disputed: for example,
that papilloedema in neurosyphilis is always due to a
tumour-that is, gumma-and that general paralysis is
commonest between the ages of 30 and 40. The book
suffers a little from lack of perspective. Thus the reader
might suppose that optic neuritis, papilloedema, and optic
atrophy were equally common in meningo-vascular
syphilis; and a statement of the relative frequency of the
different manifestations of neurosyphilis might with ad-
vantage be added to the next edition. These, however,
are minor points, and the book will be found a reliable
guide by students, and by practitioners wishing to specialize
in venereal diseases.

OTO-RHINO-LARYNGOLOGY
A Manual of Otology, Rhiniology and Laryngology. By
Howard Charles Ballenger, M.D., F.A.C.S. (Pp. 302;
90 engravings and 4 coloured plates. 18s. net.) London:
Henry Kimpton. 1940.

Ballenger's Diseases of the Nose, Throat and Ear, a well-
established and valued textbook originally written by the
late Dr. Lincoln Ballenger and now in its seventh edition,
forms the basis for this much smaller manual, for which
Dr. Howard Ballenger sees a need. The gross reduction
in size has been chiefly accomplished by the elimination of
all details of surgical technique, with which the original
textbook is replete. The purpose of the present book is
therefore quite different from that of its parent, which is a
book for otologists and laryngologists. This small volume
is for students and for those physicians who need a general
survey of the subject. In this work, therefore, are to be
found excellent accounts of the clinical anatomy, patho-
logy, and clinical manifestations of disease in the regions
and organs in question, and also some remarks on their
treatment. From the purely medical aspect, which has
increased rather than diminished in relative importance
during recent times, this has been well done in a manner
quite in conformity with the character imposed on the
book by the author. There are, however, many occasions
upon which treatment assumes an overwhelmingly surgical
predominance, and to ignore this or dismiss it in a few
words is liable to instil a distorted sense of proportion in
the uninitiated.

In what he has undertaken the author has succeeded
well, and the omission of surgical detail is his own
deliberate responsibility, but there are some purely medical
topics which, it mLust be said, leave much to be desired.
This is especially the case with the account of paralysis
of the larynx, which is not only obscure and inadequate
but is illustrated with misleading pictures. Syphilis, too,

may be less important now than it once was, but it deserves
more than the scanty description accorded to it. On the
whole, however, Dr. Ballenger has produced a book in
which the student may browse without being overcome by
a mass of detail which he has no opportunity to apply.

Notes on Books
The Gallant Little Camnpeador, by CECIL HUNT (Methuen
and Co., 4s.), is a further tribute to the great work of "' the
little ships" and will have special attraction for medical men
because Camipeador's navigator was retired Surgeon Rear-
Admiral J. B. Muir, M.B., F.R.C.S.Ed., who served in her
first with the rank of sub-lieutenant and later as lieutenant,
R.N.V.R. The youngest of her four officers was aged 58;
Muir, the oldest, was 68, and when two were promoted to
lieutenant, Mr. Winston Churchill, then First Lord of the
Admiralty, endorsed the recommendation, "Promote them,
age will be served." When Ca'nipeador was sunk by striking a
mine on June 22 of last year these four very gallant officers
perished with her. This is a short and interesting account of
some of their adventures, their good comradeship, and their
great work. An obituary notice of Surgeon Rear-Admiral
Muir appeared in our issue of July 6, 1940.

Sir William Osler, in looking over the literature of malarial
fevers one day, chanced to come across some articles by Dr.
John Bassett. He was so fascinated by the charm of these
philosophical essays that he was led to collect material for
a biography well known under the title of Ani Alabama
Student, thus rescuing Bassett's name from oblivion. It was
therefore thought appropriate to reprint some of the medical
reports from his .pen between 1840 and 1850, and this has been
done in a highly attractive form. Prof. Elkin contributes an
introduction, and an appendix consists of a letter written by
Dr. Mastin, a pupil of Bassett's, to Osler in 1896, which
supplies interesting information which was lacking when the
biography was published. The publisher has generously
stipulated that certain profits from the sale of this book should
be given to the Harvey Cushing Library at Yale. This is
altogether fitting, since Ant Alabamiia Stuidenit was Cushing's
favourite gift book. The Medical Reports of John Y. Bassett,
M.D., is published at $1.50 by Charles C. Thomas of Spring-
field, Illinois.

The forty-eighth edition of the Anntual Charities Register
anid Digest for 1941 has now been published by Longmans,
Green and Co. for the Charity Organization Society. This
volume of nearly 500 pages gives details of more than 2,700
institutions and societies. The C.O.S. does valuable work in
war as in peace, and it deserves the thanks of those who wish
to serve their fellows for producing year by year this classified
list of hospitals, charities, and public institutions connected
with social services. Copies can be had from the C.O.S.,
Denison House, 296, Vauxhall Bridge Road, London, S.W., or
from the publisheSs (price 8s. 6d.).

Preparations and Appliances
.~~~~~~

GENTIAN VIOLET JELLY

Gentian violet jelly B.D.H. (Messrs. British Drug Houses)
contains 2% gentian violet and 0.02% sodium ethyl mercuri-
thiosalicylate. It is recommended particularly for the treat-
ment of second and third degree burns of the hands and face.
it is generally thought that the usual tannic acid treatment has
been found unsatisfactory in this particular type of burn. The
manufacturers state that their preparation has an analgesic
action and that its use results in a granulating surface satis-
factory for the purpose of skin grafting. The mercury com-
pound is added to inhibit growth of Gram-negative organisms
because gentian violet acts chiefly on Gram-positive forms.

Eli Lilly and Co. market a similar jelly containing 1 °b
gentian violet with 1: 5,000 " merthiolate " (which is the name
they use for sodium ethyl mercurithiosalicylate).
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