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Letters, Notes, and Answers
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Authors desiring REPRINTS of their articles published in the
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Orders for copies of the Joutrnial and communications with
reference to subscriptions should be addressed to the Secretary,
B.M.A. House.

The TELEPHONE NUMBER of the British Medical Association and
the Britishl Medical Journl1al is EUSTON 2111.

Thle TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESSES are
EDITOR OF THE BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, Aitiology

Westcent, Lonidoni.
SECRETARY, Medisecra Westcenti Lonidon.

The addr-ess of the B.M.A. Scottish Office is 7, Drumsheugh
Gardens, Edinburgh (telegrams: Associate, Edinbuirgh; tele-
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QUERIES AND ANSWERS
First-aid Treatment of Epistaxis

" J. J." writes: Can anyone say why the first-aid book advises
that a patient whose nose is bleeding should raise his arms
high'above his head? Com.mon sense tells that a bleeding point
sh0ould be put as high as possible, and to raise the arms above
the head must necessarily increase the hydrostatic pressure in the
nose. Is ther-e some special reason for the advice?

Income Tax
Residentt Abroad cominig to Englainid

" F. K." inquires whether a non-resident medical man returning
to this country " to do medical work, civil or military, in view
of the present emergency " would be entitled to the allowances,
etc., applicable to residents here, and whether he would be liable C
to taxation on his foreign income and 3- per cent. War Loan
dividends.

*** If he takes up work in one of the Forces of the Crown
he will be given the usual allowances and will not be taxed on
income exempt in the hands of a non-resident. But this conces-
sion does not apply to civilian work, e-ven though of national
importance.

Military Service
"W. S." was up to September engaged in civil practice and was

a captain in the R.A.M.C. He was called up before war was
declared. He is assessed for 1939-40 on the amount of his
civil earnings for the year to October, 1938, and also on his
Army pay for the period September, 1939, to March, 1940.

*** " W. S." will probably find that a remedy is provided
for the hardship by Section 11 of the Finance (No. 2) Act, 1939.
We advise him to prepare a statement of his civil earnings for
the year to April 5, 1940, and forward it to the inspector of
taxes who deals with that income, referring him to the above
section and asking him to arrange for any ielief due for the year
1939-40. (We assume that the civil practice has been put into
commission or otherwise kept in being, and has not " ceased.")

Two Practices or One ?
"A. H." bought a practice two miles from his residence, where
he also started practice. The inspector of taxes requires separate
returns for the (?) two practices, and objects to the cash basis
of reckoning receipts.

*** Whether there is one single practice or whether A. H."
has added a new practice at his residence to a differ-ent one is
a question of fact-the two-mile separation would not be an
insuperable bar. But in any case the result should not be sub-
stantially different. If, as he anticipates, he can prove a loss
at the residence he can claim to set it off under " Rule 13, appli-
cable to Cases I and II Schedule D "-in fact this might suit him
better, as it would operate more quickly. This practice should

be claimed as starting when the plate was put up-cite decision
in Kirk v. Randall. The " bookings " basis must be accepted
for the fir-st thr-ee years of a new practice. Anl initerview with
the inspector would probably assist in a settlement.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.
Mass Radiography

Dr. L. BANSZKY (London, W.) writes: It may be of some interest to
Drs. F. J. Bentley and Z. A. Leitner that many of their sugges-
tions for the prevention of pulmonary tuberculosis among
industrial employees (June 1, p. 879) have already been in
operation in some factories in this country since 1934. They
say: " Investigations might also be conducted on an occupa-
tional basis by examining all employees in particular factories
or other commercial organizations, and some large employers
of labour might find it well worth while to undertake screen
photography of all new workers." In a factory near London
(Mitcham Works, Mitcham Junction, Surrey) employing about
4,000 workers, every employee, whether clerical or labourer, is
examined medically and by fluor-oscopy before being accepted,
and is placed into different departments according to the findings
of the medical examination. All employees are rescreened at an
interval of not more than one and a half to two years. In case
of any suspicion of pulmonary tuberculosis found on screening,
thorough radiographic examination of the chest, with sedimenta-
tion test, blood counts, and sputum test, is carried out in everv
case on the premises, and when the activity of the lung process
is established beyond doubt the case is referred to the patient's
own doctor with the diagnosis. Doubtful cases are kept
under observation, during which time the employee is given
work in suitable surroundings. All tests are repeated monthly.
By this method it was possible to reduLce the percentage of
pulmonar-y tuberculosis from a yearly average of 0.83 to 0.88
found among applicants for work to 0.24 found among
previously screened old employees. Altogether over 10,000
workers have been screened since 1934. I communicated these
results to the National Association for the Prevention of Tuber-
culosis in Belfast, 1939 (see Tranisactionis of the twenty-fifth
Annual Conference of the N.A.P.T.), together with suggestions
for the prevention of tuberculosis among the civilian population

/-similar to those mentioned in the paper on mass radiography.

Schafer versus $y vester
cX. Y." writes: Some years ago I, with difficulty, managed to

bring a man, unconscious, from the bottom of the sea to the
rocky shore. I, being an anaesthetist, was well versed in

,zyJvester s method of artificial respiration, as anaesthetists were
ivthose days, and no doubt still are. I proceeded to apply it
successfully. When the patie-nt breathed I sat back, tired and
fed up, and feeling I hadn't done so badly. Two first-aid
men who had watched the proceedings with not altogether silent
contempt (my rescue had also violated all the canons of the
first-aid manual) promptly seized him, turned him over, and
proceeded to do a vigorous Schafer on him. The patient's
bruised ribs were not more sore than my vanity, which had led
me to expect some credit from the matter, but apparently the
real rescue began when he left my hands.

The Naming of Scientific Instruments
The rapid development of scientific instruments in recent years

has caused a good deal of confusion in the nomenclature. Often,
owing to unfortunate nomenclature, it is not even realized-that
an instrument for some special purpose is actually in production;
the trade name in such cases gives no 'clue to the purpose of
the instrument. Much effort might be saved if the nomen-
clature of scientific instruments were put on a sound basis.
A suggestion that there should be set up an authoritative body
to whom the proposed name for an instrument could be sub-
mitted for approval is one of several contained in an article by
Mr. J. W. Williamson (formerly secretary of the British Scien-
tific Instrument Research Association) in the May issue of the
Jouirtnal of Scientific Itnstr-umnen7ts, published by the Institute of
Physics at the University, Reading, price 2s. 8d., post free.

Corrigendum
Mr. R. P. G. SANDON (Secretary of the Men's Common Room,

King's College Hospital Medical School) writes: An item under
the heading Medical News in your issue of May 18 appears to
suggest that this hospital is associated with the United Hospitals
Socialist Society. I am directed to inform you that the few
King's students present at the meeting were there as casual
visitors, and neither pLirported to be nor were in any way repre-
sentatives of their fellows. The Kings student elected to the
committee has since resigned.
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