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cross-pieces, nineteen inches long and seven inches wide,
adjusted from the outside in order to secure the patient's
limbs and body more securely when transported. Three
strong hooks are fixed at the head and foot of the
stretcher so as to take strong iron handles for carrying the
stretcher. Before use, the stretcher is supposed to be covered
with a coat or blanket, and support is given to the injured
part by another garment or blanket.

If the patient is found lying on his back the stretcher is
prepared beforehand with cross-pieces adjusted to any position
required. He is then gently lifted to the stretcher and the
iron bars adjusted and fixed to his head. If it is desired to
transport face downwards, the stretcher is applied and firmly
bound to the front of his body, and then he is lifted, turned
round, and transported. The same process, but vice versa,
is gone through when he is found lying on his face.

I should like to express my thanks for their friendly criticism
to Dr. N. C. Fletcher, Mr. H. S. Souttar, Dr. J. C. Bridge, and
Mr. E. A. Stowell.

Messrs. Down Brothers are prepared to construct such a
splint if anyone wishes to use one.-I am, etc.,
London, E.1. N. PINES.

A Philosophy of Medicine
SIR,-May I supplement Dr. David Ockman's letter (Jouirnal,

March 16, p. 462) drawing attention to the value of your
leading article on the mechanics of diabetes (March 2, p. 351)
by .suggesting that the annotation on the local use of vitamin
A in ophthalmic conditions in the same issue (p. 354) affords
an equally interesting basis for enlightening reflections such
as those of Dr. Ockman. Your article on the local use of
vitamin A in the eye is of great interest to anyone concerned
with the historical evolution in thought of the concept of
charlatanry. You refer to the Hungarian custom of applying
milk and butter to the eye as a cure irrespective of the aetio-
logy of the disease. It may be of interest to recall that
during the national psychical depression which affected
Germany in the years following the 1914-18 war an ex-
sergeant (as I was told on good German authority) set up in
Berlin to cure all diseases of the eyes by the local application
to them of white cheese. His clientele (and his remuneration
in marks) ran into hundreds of thousands.
Assuming that Tobit's affliction was an organically

remediable eye trouble and that his cure was not just the
tattooing of a corneal leucoma with pigment (in the prepara-
tion of which the sturgeon's liver may have been used), your
references to the Hungarian custom, and also to Tobit's
possible "cure," illustrate a significant aspect of the history
of " scientific " thought closely concerned with the dualism
which so perplexes our Western civilization. For brevity's
sake let me clarify it by a simple analogy. Suppose that in
some ancient theocratic society the faithful are exhorted to
burn the crops every so many years in order to expunge the
Devil from the soil; after many centuries of this along comes
urban science to ridicule the ignorant for their foolish
practice. But a century or two later science naively exhorts
the faithful to buy its synthetic fertilizers.
Could some of our medical authorities give us the benefit

of their views on the subject of (to quote Dr. Ockman) " the
old scientific cry for proof and more proof in vitro"? Such
views would be of interest to those who, like myself, have for
years studied the subject of intolerance in science, which for
so long has blindly claimed that intolerance was the preroga-
tive of an ecclesiasticism holding reason captive.-I am, etc.,

London, March 16. BASIL GRAVES.

SIR,-Dr. Ockman has been led by your leading article of
March 2 to some surprising reflections and deductions on what
he considers the " doubtful basis of present medical ' science.' "
He argues that because in his view medicine is an art and not
a science it therefore cannot be studied by the scientific
method. His disappointmt7ent because it is now realized that
the pancreas is not the only organ concerned in the patho-

genesis of diabetes merely reveals his own lack of the true
scientific spirit and failure to appreciate the scientific method.
He apparently forgets that the abandoning of the older view of
the mechanism of diabetes, with the resultant increase in
medical knowledge, is itself due entirely to medical science.
It is safe to say that the scientists directly concerned with this
advance were not themselves disappointed by their discovery.

Dr. Ockman makes a sharp distinction between the "un-
known " which it is " reasonable " for pure science to investi-
gate and the "unknowable " studied in vain by medicine.
He makes no attempt to justify his arbitrary distinction, and
is apparently unaware that many pure physicists regard the
electron as " unknowable." He condemns " medical science "
because, having the true scientific spirit, it willingly abandons
one hypothesis in favour of a better, but would presumably
regard as reasonable comparable changes of thought in
the realm of pure science-such, for example, as the splitting of
the " indivisible " atom, the abandoning of belief in an ether,
and the transmutation of elements. Why does he not condemn
all pure science for the same reasons as he criticizes medical
science?-I am, etc.,

Oxford, March 18. C. L. COPE, D.M., F.R.C.P.

Boredom on the Home Front
SIR,-Professor Major Greenwood (Journal, March 16, p.

448) has raised an important issue. There is pressing need for
the application of imagination to this matter. Therefore do
not let us multiply compartments where one will suffice. The
growing boredom observed among A.R.P. workers is the same
in essence as that now increasingly reported from the Western
front. The war we are engaged in is no ordinary war, no
Blitzkrieg; Britain is undergoing a siege, and these are the
psychological phenomena characteristic of people who are
perforce removed for long periods from normal life and im-
mobilized behind walls. In fact, the condition is essentially a
mild form of what was sometimes known in the last war as
" barbed-wire disease," itself again but a minor kind of " shell-
shock"; all stages exist between the mildest and most extreme
forms of this neurosis.

Professor Greenwood suggests that for combating the home
malady individual doctors should do what is possible in their
own localities to " make life interesting to young people." I
cordially agree, but I think it even more important that we,
as a profession, should at once recognize the affiliations of
this condition and take steps to get at its roots, lest it continue
to grow in secret and ultimately overwhelm us. For this pur-
pose I would suggest that the many psychological experts at
present scheduled to treat mental shock " when it comes "

that is, when bombing begins in this country-should be
mobilized forthwith and set to work in order that the disease,
already widespread in its initial stages, may be checked here
and now. Obsta principiis.-I am, etc.,

North Queensferry, Fife, March 17. A. J. BROCK.

SIR,-In the Journal of March 16 (p. 448) Professor Major
Greenwood draws attention to the boredom of many A.R.P.
workers. He describes as prophylaxis a method of treatment
which he has applied with encouraging results. Surely the
professor's admirable treatment by means of a series of
lectures to the workers is merely a palliative, not a prophy-
lactic. I would suggest that the workers' boredom is inherent
in the principle of organizing the A.R.P. personnel in shifts.

In February the Herts County Council approved a
scheme submitted by the Local Medical War Committee of
the St. Albans Division of the B.M.A. for the reorganization
of the A.R.P. casualty services throughout the area served by
one of the casualty hospitals. Under this scheme the per-
sonnel, comprising doctors, nurses, first-aid parties, stretcher-
bearers, drivers of ambulances and mobile aid posts, and
certain squads of wardens, come under the command of the
M.O.H. of the area and function as a unit like a field ambu-
lance of the R.A.M.C. The unit is organized so that at an
air raid warning a small but complete service assembles for
duty while the reserves of personnel assemble immediately
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