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Letters, Notes, and Answers
All communications in regard to editorial business should be

addressed to THE EDITOR, BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL,-B.M.A.
HOUSE, TAVISTOCK SQUARE, W.C.I.

ORIGINAL ARTICLES and LETTERS forwarded for publication
are understood to be offered to the British Medical Journal alone,
unless the contrary be stated. Correspondents who wish notice
to be taken of their communications should authenticate them
with their names, not necessarily for publication.

Authors desiring REPRINTS of their articles published in the
British Medical Jouirnal must communicate with the Secretary,
B.M.A. House, Tavistock Square, W.C.1, on receipt of proofs.
Authors over-seas should indicate on MSS. if reprints are
required, as proofs are not sent abroad.

ADVERTISEMENTS.-All communications should be addressed
to the Advertisement Manager (office hours 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.).
Orders for copies of the Journal and communications with
reference to subscriptions should be addressed to the Secretary,
B.M.A. House.

The TELEPHONE NUMBER of the British Medical Association and
the British Medical Journal is EUSTON 2111.

The TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESSES are
EDITOR OF THE BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, Aitiology

Westcent, London.
SECRETARY, Medisecra Westcent, London.

The address of the B.M.A. Scottish Office is 7, Drumsheugh
Gardens, Edinburgh (telegrams: Associate, Ediniburgh; tele-
phone 24361 Edinburgh), and of the Office of the Cumann
Doctiliri na h-I2ireann (I.M.A. and B.M.A.), 18, Kildare Street,
Dublin (telegrams: Bacilluts, Dutblin; telephone 62550 Dublin.)

QUERIES AND ANSWERS
Income Tax

Deductioni for Rent
"J. F. M." rented his house up to November, 1938, for £50

per annum, of which one-half was allowed as a practice
expense; as from that date he is the owner of the house,
which has a rateable value of £28.

*** In the case of premises owned the amount of the
net income from assessment on which tax is payable takes
the place of the " rent." For the period from November,
1938, onwards, therefore, " J. F. M." will be entitled to
claim as an expense one-half of £28 (or whatever is the
amount of the net income tax assessment) in lieu of one-
half of £50.

Liability of a Medical Society
INTERESTED" inquires as to the position of a society which
is without invested capital or endowment and depends
entirely on the subscriptions of members and associates.
There are no paid officials.

*** Seeing that the society is not carrying on any trade
or business and has no income from investments there is
no liability to assessment. The request of the inspector of
taxes for a copy of the society's accounts is presumably
made to obtain corroboration, in the usual form, of the
statement that the society has no assessable income. The
request is not legally enforceable but seems not unreason-
able, and it is probably best to comply with it.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.
Payment for a Colleague's Services

Dr. H. S. DRABBLE writes on a subject of perennial difficulty:
I should like to bring to notice what 1 consider to be
a real necessity to the medical profession-namely, some
scheme to remunerate those doctors who attend to their
colleagues and their families without payment. I myself
have had a long illness, and on several occasions my wife
and I have received treatment from various medical men.
The usual expression of gratitude in the form of useless
gifts seems inadequate, and in several cases (which includes
my own) a long illness reduces one's income. If some
scheme could be arranged whereby every practitioner could
pay 1Os. a year to a fund, and out of this the doctors
(mostly specialists who very often can ill afford either the
time or loss of payment which such cases entail) could
make a claim and receve if not adequate at least some
compensation for their time and services to their colleagues.

Normal Temperature 990?
Dr. CS£1PAI writes from Budapest: I have found that in
Hungary a temperature of 99' F. or somewhat over in
normal individuals, is not a great rarity. In 1930 I took
the axillary temperature of 22,000 individuals (panel
patients) who previously had been found fit for work.
Among the men I found 46 per cent. and among the women
54 per cent. whose temperatures were between 98.6' and
99.4' F. Though some of these individuals might have
been actually suffering from one or other diseases, the
large number of " subfebrile " cases was striking. Con-
tinuing these investigations, I took the temperatures of 1,161
apprentices, all at work without obvious signs of any
disease. Among the boys I recorded 29 per cent., and
among the girls 43 per cent., " subfebrile." In a secondary
school I found among the 13 to 14 year old pupils at
8 a.m. 27 per cent., and at noon 58 per cent., " subfebrile" ;
among the girls of 17 to 18 at noon 36 per cent. were
" subfebrile." I have made many other observations, from
which I conclude that one cannot fix the limit for normal
temperature at 98.4° to 98.6° F. There are people whose
normal temperature is higher and others whose normal tem-
perature is lower. Normal individuals may have a higher
temperature even when resting in bed, but more often the
temperature rises above these limits under the influence of
some excitement or physical exertion. One must bear this
in mind particularly when out-patients are examined.
Generally this fact is overlooked, though according to the
physiologists slight physical exertion can raise the tem-
perature of 0.70 to 0.90 F. Temperatures over 98.4° to
98.6° F. are, of course,' in the majority of cases the con-
sequence of pathological, often inflammatory, infectious
processes; in other cases they depend on a pathological
excitement of the vegetative nervous system. There is no
doubt, however, that there are a certain number of people
in good health whose temperatures are above 98.6° F., even
at complete rest. Perhaps it is not generally known that
WUnderlich. the founder of the method of clinical thermo-
metry, gave as the upper limit of normal temperature
99.3' F. Only towards the end of the last and the beginning
of this century did the range 98.40 to 98.60 F. become
accepted as normal, temperatures above this level being
classed as " subfebrile."

First-aid Posts in London
The medical officer of health for the Metropolitan Borough

of Poplar wishes to correct an omission in the list of
metropolitan boroughs, together with the first-aid posts,
which was supplied to us by the Ministry of Health and
published in the Journial of May 6 (p. 942).
The following first-aid posts in Poplar have been approved by the Ministry:

(1) Roman Road Baths; (2) Poplar Baths, East India Dock Road (3) Island
Baths, Glengall Grove (4) St. Andrew's Hospital, Devons Road (5) Poplar
Hospital for Accidents, East India Dock Road. The provision of two mobile
units has also been approved. The first three of the first-aid posts were
erected and equipped durine the crisis of last September, and would have been
functioning if the crisis had developed.

Holiday on the Farm
We have received from the Farmhouse Holiday Bureau, 11-12,

Southampton Row, London, W.C.1, their Holiday Hanidbook
(7d. post free) for 1939-40. It contains addresses of some
450 houses in all parts of the country, with an index of
farms where such things as riding, shooting, fishing, golf,
and tennis can be enjoyed. In a foreword Mr. S. P. B. Mais
says: "A holiday, especially for children, spent in close
communion with horses, dogs, ferrets, poultry, cattle, sheep,
and pigs is just about the best holiday in the world. In
watching their ways you forget completely the perplexities
that encompass the life of man."

Disclaimer
Mr. FRANK ROMER writes: An article referring to me in a

certain sporting paper appeared entirely without my know-
ledge or approval.

Corrigendum
By some inadvertence we stated in our leading article on the

statistical history of appendicitis (May 6, p. 928) that that
condition is responsible for " nearly two thousand annual
deaths." The number of deaths from appendicitis is actually
nearly three thousand annually.
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