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The result of the contest for the Scottish Universities seat,
which became vacant by the death of Mr. Ramsay MacDonald,
was as follows: Sir John Anderson (Nat. Govt.), 14,042
votes; Miss Frances Melville (Ind.), 5,618 votes; Professor
Dewar Gibb (Scot. Nat.), 5,246; and Sir Peter Chalmers
Mitchell (Ind. Prog.), 3,868 votes. The National Government
candidate secured a majority of 8,424 votes over the next
candidate, as compared with 7,359 at the last election.
A meeting of the Harveian Society of London will be held

at 26, Portland Place, W., on Thursday, March 10, at
8.30 p.m., when Sir Arthur Hurst will deliver the Harveian
Lecture on " Physical Basis of ' Biliousness,' ' Wind round the
Heart," and Some Other Popular Maladies."
We are asked to remind readers that the International

Congress on Rheumatism and Hydrology will be held at
Oxford from March 27 to 30, followed by the International
Congress on Rheumatic Diseases at Bath from March 31 to
April 3. Details were published in the Journal of January 8
(p. 84). All inquiries about the Oxford Congress should be
ad%'ressed to the General Secretary, 109, Kingsway, London,
W.C.2, and regarding the Bath Congress to the Joint Honorary
Secretary, Dr. G. D. Kersley, 6, The Circus, Bath.
The British Health Resorts Association will hold a con-

ference at Hastings on Saturday, March 19, when the two
sLubjects for aiscussion will be " Horticulture and the Health
Resort" and "The Place of the Health Resort in Surgery-
Pre-operative and Post-operative."
The Medical Students Committee of the National Union of

Students, in co-operation with the Medical Office of the
International Confederation of Students, is arranging a tour
to Sweden for British students from April 16 to 28. The cost
is £14 15s., and the last day for registration is March 14. In
addition to general sightseeing, students will have the oppor-
tunity of visiting leading hospitals and clinics in Gothenburg,
Stockholm, and Uppsala. Information may be obtained from
the National Union of Students, 3, Endsleigh Street, London,
W.C.1.
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QUERIES AND ANSWERS
Treatment of Ascites

Professor RUTHERFORD MORISON, F.R.C.S., writes from St.
Boswells-on-Tweed with reference to " Perplexed's" request
(February 12, p. 370) for advice concernitng a patient with
ascites: " It has surprised me that no one has answered his
query because his patient, although 70 years of age, is almost
certain to be cured by omentopexy." Professor Morison
encloses a reprint from the British Medical Jourtnal of

January 20, 1912, containing his paper on the " Operative
Cure of Ascites due to Liver Cirrhosis," read before the
Surgical Section of the Royal Society of Medicine. The
first paper by Sir David Drummond and Professor Morison
in connexion with the subject appeared in the Britishl Medical
Joturnal of September 19, 1896.

Dr. W. SUTHERLAND writes: There is in my practice a woman
aged 45, with primary carcinoma of the body of the uterus,
on whom I have performed paracentesis one hundred and
five times. The abdomen is emptied every twelve days, and
thirty pints of fluid are removed. As the patient is able to
go about her daily duties after tapping it seems that I may
carry my score well ino the second century.

Primary Vacc'n ition at the Age of 12
Dr. S. H. DE G. PRITCHARD, in reply to " Chelsea" (February

19, p. 432), writes: In spite of experience of war service,;
three years' residence in the tropics, and vaccinating candi-.
dates for the Navy and such public services as the Post
Office, I have not so far come across this particular
problem of post-vaccinal encephalitis. I have performed
primary vaccination in hundreds of patients over this
age, and I have yet to meet any untoward effects. Were
I in "Chelsea's" place I should not hesitate to vaccinate
my own son. Personally I always use Jenner lymph,
With regard to the memorandum by the Ministry of
Health, I have always understood that such cases of
encephalitis as have arisen have invariably followed
vaccination with lymph prepared from some animal other
than the calf, and so far I have not seen recorded a single
case of this condition following vaccination with calf lymph.
I believe that the rabbit is the villain, and as a matter of
interest I should like to know if my belief is shared by
others.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.
"The Evolutionary Theory"

Surgeon Rear-Admiral CHARLES M. BEADNELL (Egham,
Surrey) writes: In the Joturnal of February 26 (p. 497)
Colonel G. F: Rowcroft states thAt Haeckel " admitted that
many of his illustrations were deliberately faked in order
to make them fit the theory (of evolution)." I should like
proof of this astounding assertion. It is true that certain
intolerant opponents of the theory of evolution accused the
great zoologist of having forged his illustrations of foetuses
and embryos with the intent of misleading his readers, but
it is equally true that the accusation was indignantly
refuted, not only by Haeckel himself but by leading bio-
logists of his day, many of whom were disbelievers in the
then new theory of evolution. Diagrammatic illustrations
never can represent an actuality, but merely help readers
towards an understanding of what that actuality is; the
venomous charge brought against Haeckel in this respect
could with equal logic be levelled against any writer of a
scientific work illustrated by diagrams. Haeckel's books
popularizing science have sold in thousands, and are still
selling, and their author, far from being a " subtle " writer
indulging in "numerous fallacies," is a master of the clear
exposition of truth. Colonel Rowcroft seems to be some-
what inconsistent when he says that he believes in evolution
"in the sense of progress," while denying that man has
evolved from a more primitive ancestry. In any case his
definition of evolution is not in accord with that of modern
science, which regards it as an ever-present flux and reflux
between relatively complex and relatively simple states of
matter and energy. There can be no progress-that is, no
advance towards higher differentiation-in the absence of
some antecedent retrogression. Evolution includes both
progressive and retrogressive processes; each is a sine
qua non complementary to the other. In this sense evolu-
tion is not a hypothesis, is not even a theory; it is an
established fact. Breeders of animals and plants rely on
its principles; in transmuting the elements, physicists
demonstrate it in their laboratories, while astronomers see
it in the vast laboratories of the suns and nebulae. Whether
it be within the crust of the earth, beneath the shell of the
egg, or inside the mother's womb, the evidence of the truth
of evolution is overwhelming.

Corrigendum
In the Journal of February 19 we published at page 420 a

letter by Captain Kenneth Lindsay on the "Expulsion of
Placenta Praevia in Advance of Foetus." In this letter,
" on admission to the second hospital at 10 p.m." should
have read "on admission to the hospital at 10 p.m."
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