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EPIDEMIOLOGICAL NOTES
Diphtheria and Scarlet Fever

rFhere has been a decided decline in the incidence of bcoth
scarlet fever and diphtheria for all five countries from
which returns of notifications are made, with the single
exception of scarlet fever in Scotland, where notifications
rose from 471 in the previous week to 490 in the week
under review. The chief increases were found in Edin-
burgh, where 43 (33) cases were notified during the week
under review, Renfrew county 18 (7), Lanark county 22
(11). The figures in parentheses denote the numbers
notified in the previous week. During the week there
were in Scotland no deaths from scarlet fever.

Measles
During the week under review deaths in the 125 great

towns numbered 31 compared with 40 in the previous
week, the principal towns affected being Greater London
6 (7), administrative county of Londpn 5 (6), Liverpool
4 (15), Manchester 3 (6), Bristol 1 (2). The figures in
parentheses denote the deaths in the previous week.
During the week 1,551 cases were reported from the
L.C.C. elementary schools, compared with 1,417 in
the previous week. The average daily admissions to the
L.C.C. fever hospitals were 61, compared with 53 for the
previous week, and the 'number of measles patients in
the L.C.C. fever hospitals on February 25 was 1,361,
compared with 1,168 in the previous week. Details of
notifications are available for Bermondsey 25, Stepney 34,
Shoreditch 2. Particulars of the conditions of notification
in the London borotughs where compulsory notification
is in force were given on this page in last week's issue.

In Scotland notifications of measles rose from 1,551
to, 1,691, while the deaths for the whole country declined
from 20 to 15. Increases of notifications of measles were
chiefly seen in Glasgow 1,345 (1,245), in Dundee 47 (38),
in Paisley 74 (44) ; while decreases were noticed in Edin-
burgh 102 (121), Aberdeen 8 (10). The deaths from
measles for the week were: in Glasgow 12, Edinburgh 2,
and Dundee 1, compared with 17, 2, and 0 respectively
in the previous week. In Northern Ireland the number
of measles cases notified declined from 617 to 384 ; the
figures for Belfast were 362, compared with 577 in the
previous week. There were 20 deaths in Belfast, scattered
over the majority of the urban districts. During the
week there were 2 deaths from measles in Dublin.

The seventeenth meeting of the well-known society entitled
Les Journees Medicales de Bruxelles will be held from April
16 to 20 in order that on the last day the members of this
congress may be able to join in the celebrated Floralies
Gantoises. Besides the usual scientific discussions there will
be an international exhibition of science and art with special
reference to their applications in the practice of medicine,
surgery, pharmacy, and public health. The fee for participa-
tion has been fixed at 100 francs, and for ladies 50 francs.
The programme includes a banquet, a gala, and an equestrian
display; special social events are being arranged for ladies.
More detailed information may be obtained from the general
secretary of the congress, Dr. Rene Beckers, Rue Belliard 141,
Brussels.

Corrigenda
In the Registrar-General's weekly return No. 7 certain

corrections are made of the figures given in the previous
week's returns. For the week ended February 12, 1938,
the notifications for England and Wales should read:
cerebrospinal fever 33, diphtheria 1,872, dysentery 215,
encephalitis lethargica 1, enteric fever 71, ophthalmia neo-
natorum 101, acute primary and influenzal pneumonia
1,129, acute polio-encephalitis 1, acute poliomyelitis 6,
puerperal fever 6, puerperal pyrexia 204, relapsing fever 1,
scarlet fever 2,426.

Medical News
The eleventh British Congress of Obstetrics and Gynaeco-

logy will be held in Edinburgh on April 4, 5, and 6, 1939.
All those desirous of reading papers are asked to communicate
at an early date with the senior local secretary, Dr. E.
Chalmers Fahmy, 7, Chester Street, Edinburgh, 3.
Lord Horder will deliver an address on " Human Reactions

to Noise" at the Royal Sanitary Institute, 90, Buckingham
Palace Road, S.W., on Tuesday,' March 8, at 5.30 p.m.-

Professor John MacMurray will deliver a lecture on " A
Philosopher's View of Modern Psychology" at the next
meeting of the Medical Society of Individual Psychology at
11, Chandos Street, W., on Thursday, March 10, at 8.15 p.m.
Visitors are welcome.

Mr. F. W. Gamble will deliver the Harrison Memorial
Lecture on "Facing Realities" before the Pharmaceutical
Society of Great Britain, 17, Bloomsbury Square, W.C., on
Tuesday, March 8, at 8.30 p.m., and will receive the Harrison
Medal which is awarded biennially to commemorate Colonel
E. F. Harrison, a distinguished analytical chemist who was
appointed Director of Chemical Warfare in 1918. Colonel
Harrison conducted, on behalf of the Britishl AMedical Journllal,
the analyses of a number of secret remedies, the results of
which were published in these columns at intervals from 1904
to 1912. The analyses were later reprinted by the British
Medical Association in book form under the titles of Secret
Remedies (1909) and More Secret Renmedies (1912). Both
volumes have been out of print for some years.
A symposium on "Industrial Disease," arranged by the

London Jewish Hospital Medical Society, will take place at
the London Jewish Hospital, Stepney Green, E., on Thursday,
March 10, and will be opened by Dr. H. B. Morgan, Mr.
D. C. Norris, and Mr. J. L. Smyth. The president, Professor
Samson Wright, will take the chair. Tea will be served at
315 p.m.
An address entitled "The Doctor in the Home"' will be

given to senior students of the twelve medical schools in
London and to those who have qualified in the last two years
by Sir Kaye Le Fleming, M.D., Chairman of Council of the
British Medical Association, on Tuesday, March 8, at
5.30 p.m., in the Great Hall of B.M.A. House, Tavistock
Square, W.C. Tea in the Members' Lounge from 5 to
5.25 p.m. A film illustrating the work of the Association
will be exhibited at 5.15 p.m., and after the address there
will be a " talkie " film dealing with physical fitness education,
a subject to which Sir Kaye will allude.
The next meeting of the German Pharmacological Society

will be held in Berlin from April 23 to 28 under the presi-
dency of Professor Flury of Wurzburg. The subjects for dis-
cussion are local anaesthesia, cancerogenic substances, coffee
and caffeine. Further information can be obtained from the
Pharmakologisches Institut, Dorotheenstrasse 48, Berlin,
N.W.7.
A sessional meeting of the Royal Sanitary Institute will be

held at Hereford Town Hall on Friday, March 11, at 5 p.m.,
when discussions will take place on "Changing Values in
Public Health Administration," to be opened by Dr. A.
Middleton Brown, and on " Some Problems of Rural Housing,"
to be opened by Mr. H. F. Long.
A meeting of the Maternity and Child Welfare Group of the

Society of Medical Officers of Health will be held at 1, Thorn-
haugh Street, Russell Square, W.C., on Friday, March 18, at
8.30 p.m., when Dr. J. E. Wilson will read a paper on " How
to Breathe." The Fever Hospital Medical Service Group of
the Society will meet at 1, Thornhaugh Street, W.C., on
Friday, March 25, at 4 p.m., when Dr. V. D. Allison and
Dr. R. Cruickshank will open a diseussion on "The Spread
of Streptococcal Infections as Ascertained by Type Deter-
minations."
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