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of election less cumbersome and more equitable than the
present one.

Whatever may have been one's experience, whether as
candidate or elector, I think most truthful observers are
agreed that there is often no rhyme or reason for what
actually happens. It may be urged that a candidate has
done no original work; or that he is such a good scientist
that his clinical acumen is in doubt. His field of interest
may be regarded as too generalized or too specialized.
He may be lacking in personality, or have such an
attractive one as to threaten other people's popularity. He
may suffer, or be favoured, because of belonging to a
certain hospital. Prejudice is not limited to the more
obvious channels; thus I have 4heard Welshmen and
Scotchmen spoken of disparagingly as such; an Australian
was turned down without serious consideration-as if
Gallipoli had never been; an English-born sunburnt
applicant was excluded because of a suspicion that his
melanin was a far back racial admixture-I subsequenttly
heard that his father was a distinguished Army officer.
Some physicians will not support an applicant in their
own specialty-others will seek one in order to lighten
their own hospital work. A man is often chosen because
he will make a good colleague and " be easy to work
with"; and yet this proves to be the case no more often
than with a more independent-minded person. Many
hospital staffs are divided up into cliques. For this very
reason an applicant may stand a poor chance because the
chief or group he has served does not belong to the
" powerful group," or to those who concern themselves
more energetically with elections. A candidate may fail
to get on his own teaching hospital for one or more
of the above reasons, or because there is no vacancy
for his particular specialty at the time he is in a position
to apply. It may be true that a good man will be
stimulated to greater effort and will overcome all diffi-
culties; but many good men will fall by the wayside a.nd
will be virtually lost. Others will become embittered
and cynically materialistic. They may fail to make their
contribution to scientific medicine or surgery because the
most creative years of their life have been spent in un-
certainty and insecurity, literally wandering from door to
door, hospital to hospital; and gradually but insidiously
their self-respect and spirit may become undermined.

In another direction Sir Arthur Hurst has recently
drawn attention to the appalling lack of co-ordination
among the various teaching hospitals in London; and
Lord Dawson has also intimated a similar state of affairs
in a wider circle. Surely many of the evils of hospital
elections could be abolished by a London central election
board; or perhaps by groups of hospitals associating
together for staff appointments, as do the colleges at
Oxford or Cambridge for scholarship purposes. Personal
or personality difficulties are usually fantasies that dis-
appear on closer acquaintance, and an interchange of
men from different centres could not fail to revitalize and
quicken the medical and scientific activity of all hospitals.
-I am, etc.,

London, Jan. 7. INGENUOUS.

Autophytic Dermatitis
SIR,-Some years ago in China I had as a patient a

British schoolgirl, aged 13, who on several mornings had
developed oval patches of moist dermatitis about the size
of. the top joint of her thumb or finger. They were all on
the face, and a fresh one appeared each day. I took her
into hospital, and after a few days instructed the nurses
to keep away all irritants or disinfectants, but the patches

still continued to appear and spread to the arms. They
healed in two or three days.

After about two weeks I rubbed a piece of sterile gauze
over a fresh patch, then rubbed a piece of healthy skin on
her arm with the gauze, and sealed the part with gauze
and adhesive plaster to prevent it from being touched. Next
morning a similar patch of dermatitis appeared. I told
the girl that the previous patches must have been self-
inflicted, whether intentionally or in her sleep, and that
they must now cease. They did cease, and she went back
to school life. She had the reputation of trying to get
out of school work.-I am, etc.,

Worthing, Jan. 13. FRED H. JUDD.

Cataract Extraction during Narcosis
SIR,-I am grateful to Mr. Basil Graves for the elucida-

tion of many points raised in my letter. Referring to his
remarks (Journal, December 25, p. 1303) concerning
scopolamine and morphine, I jannot recall any cases of
cataract in which their use produced vomiting. As
regards psychical disturbance, it occasionally occurs irre-
spective of any narcotic influence; I am doubtful of its
greater frequency after the use of scopolamine and
morphine. Of course there is hardly a drug to which
some patient or other will not react in an unexpected way.
What stands out from the correspondence is that as an

alternative to scopolamine and morphine paraldehyde is
a well-tried, efficient narcotic which could be administered
either by mouth or per rectum in most cases without fear
of any harm arising to the patient therefrom.-I am, etc.,

Eastboume, Jan. 15. D. V. GIRI.

Treatment of the Common Cold
SIR,-1 was most interested to read Dr. Elyan's experi-

ences in the treatment of the common cold with prontosil
(January 15, p. 146). The results he obtains closely
resemble those that I am in the habit of obtaining with
bicarbonate of soda-one heaped teaspoonful in a half-
pint tumbler of hot water, morning, noon, and night for a
minimum of twenty-four hours and a maximum of
seventy-two. For children, half that quantity.-I am, etc.,

Jan. 16. SURGEON COMMANDER R.N.

Large Lipoma simiuating Goitre
SIR,-1 enclose a photograph which

if reproduced may be of interest to
readers of the British Medical
Journial. It shows a lipoma of the
space of Burns which simulated a
pendulous goitre in a single lady 53
years of age. It will be noticed that
the resemblance to a goitre was very
close. The large rounded lipoma was
removed by a curved incision over the 7!
upper part of the sternum.-I am, etc.,

Wanganui, New Zealand H. KENRICK CHRISTIE,
Nov. 17, 1937. Ch.M., F.R.C.S.

An investigation to determine the relative values of raw
and pasteurized milk, produced under typical commercial con-
ditions, has revealed no significant differences in the nutritive
value of the two products. The feeding experiments were
carried out on calves. The investigation, conducted at the
Hannah Dairy Research Institute, Ayrshire, is described in the
current issue of the Joiirnal of Dairy Research.
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