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QUERIES AND ANSWERS
Chronic Proctitis

"PROCTALGIA" writes: I should be most grateful for sugges-
tions in treating a case of chronic proctitis. My patient is
a middle-aged man who had a severe attack of acute
proctitis, with passage of mucus, pus, and blood, and severe
pain. These have now all cleared up with treatment, but
pain and discomfort still persist and are aggravated by pro-
longed standing, and particularly by motoring. Supposi-
tories and rectal irrigations give no relief, and the chief
complaint is of a burning sensation in the rectum. Recent
examination with the proctoscope and sigmoidoscope show
the mucous membrane is now normal in appearance, and
it is difficult to see why the pain should persist.

Mastitis of Puberty in the Male
Dr. W. PATERSON BROWN (London, W.1) writes: I have

recently been puzzled to account for a painful non-septic
mastitis, at first unilateral, in an apparently normal boy of
16. There was no history of mumps or other condition
which might be responsible, and I obtained no enlighten-
ment from the standard textbooks which I consulted. I
now find an adequate account of the disorder in the Year
Book of Neurology, Psychiatry, and Endocrinology (1936,
p. 578). Apparently it is a by no means rare complication
of puberty in boys, may last for months, but generally
resolves and requires no treatment. I am writing this note in
the hope that others encountering the same condition may
be saved from being as puzzled as I was.

Splitting of Finger Nails
"H. M. B.-F." writes: It is just possible that the following
may prove helpful to " Stumped," who asks if anyone can
suggest a cause for the splitting and flaking of his wife's
finger nails. The condition may be due to nail varnish,
especially when this varnish is used to remove the old layer
before painting on the new one. I have found that the
condition can be cured by using an oily remover for taking
off the old varnish. There are several brands of oily
remover on the market.

Another correspondent writes: A discussion on cases of
peculiar splitting of the nails was opened in the Section of
Dermatology of the Royal Society of Medicine by Dr. A. C.
Roxburgh, and was reported in the Proceedings of that society
for February 20, 1936. I have seen a number of cases since
of a similar type, and have come to the conclusion that the
splitting of the nails is due to the use of nail varnish and
nail varnish remover. As the nails take some five months
to grow from the nail fold to the free edge, stopping the
use of nail varnish will not be followed by an immediate
cure.

Asthma Query
Dr. A. B. JOHNSON (Chautauqua, New York) writes in reply to
"Plex" (Journal, May 1, p. 952): I have had excellent
results with the intratracheal injection of lipiodol. It seems
to me that this treatment warrants a trial in " Plex's " case,
injecting 4 to 5 c.cm. as indicated. I should be glad to supply
him with all the details as to technique if he should so
desire. It should be understood that the lipiodol is used
therapeutically and not necessarily diagnostically, a fact
which is not yet commonly appreciated.

Income Tax
Sale of Share in Partnership

"A. B. C." asks: (a) When one partner buys out the other
and works the practice with an assistant is the surviving
partner in any way responsible for the income tax of the
partner who has gone? (b) Are legal expenses incurred in
purchasing the share allowable expenses?

*** (a) The profits of a partnership are assessable on the
firm as such for the period to the date of dissolution of
the partnership, and the tax is legally recoverable from
either partner. As regards the subsequent period " A. B. C."
will presumably require the practice to be regarded as
having started afresh at the date of dissolution so that he
can deduct the salary, etc., of his assistant. (b) No; such
expenses are of a capital nature.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.
Gangrene Complicating Diphtheria

Dr. EUSTACE THORP (Sunderland) writes: Few cases of gan-
grene complicating diphtheria are mentioned in the litera-
ture. I have recently had three grave cases. In the first
about six square inches of the left side of the frontal bone
were denuded and there were numerous small spots of
gangrene over the skin, obviously embolic. Diphtheria
bacilli were recovered from the discharge. In the second
there was extensive gangrene of the left side of the neck
exposing the sterno-mastoid and the muscles of the posterior
triangle; diphtheria bacilli were again recovered. There
were no other gangrenous sites. In the third a gangrene of
the cheek, like that in the second, resembled noma. All the
cases occurred in poor children, and the condition was
present before admission to hospital.

Medical Aid in Spain
Mr. GEORGE JEGER, Organizing Secretary, Spanish Medical
Aid Committee (24, New Oxford Street, W.C.1), writes:
The work being done in Spain by the British Medical Unit
has received widespread publicity, and assistance has been
forthcoming to the extent of £30,000 from people of all
political views. Members of the medical profession have
been particularly generous, and it is therefore with some
diffidence that I appeal to them again through your
columns. But the shortage of medical supplies of all kinds
is so acute that little things that are practically valueless
in England are necessities in Spain. Might I ask doctors
who do not make use of the samples so frequently sent
them by druggists to send them to us? Our hospitals can
use them. If desired, they can be collected.

Hawthornberry Jam
R. L. MEILING (Zbl. inn. Med., April 3, 1937, p. 289) describes

the method of preparation of hawthornberry jam and haw-
thornberry infusion. These, when suitably prepared, repre-
sent a rich source of vitamin C. Experiments on animals
have proved that the jam possesses marked antiscorbutic
properties; guinea-pigs artificially infected with pneumococci
were favourably influenced by the administration of the jam.
The advantage of the hawthornberry as a source of vitamin
C is that of being available all the year round.

Corrigendum
In Major S. N. Hayes's paper on "Present-day Methods of

Sterilizing Dressings," which appeared in our issue for May
1, a printer's error occurred eight lines from the foot of the
first column of page 913. It was there wrongly stated that
to sterilize efficiently six abdominal sheets in an un-
perforated drum would take 72 + 80 nminutes. The time
taken should have read 72 + 20 minutes.
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