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human mechanism." He stresses the importance of
-sychological knowledge 'in medical training and equip-
ment, curiously describing medicine, surgery, and psycho-
logy as the three main departments of that equipment.
The trinity so formed-in place of the more usual classifi-
cation of. psychology with anatomy and physiology as one
of the essential professional sciences on which the art of
medicine must be based and which must constantly per-
meate its practice-may perhaps be taken as an example
of a certain originality or perversity (as you wish) which
manifests itself throughout Dr. Dent's exposition of his
theme. This exposition is able, orderly, and generally
-clear. The author first gives biological illustrations of the
statement that "life is reaction," and then goes on, in
successive chapters, to give his own presentation of the
evolution and development of reaction, of the reaction to
external, internal, and " conversational " environment, of
conflicting reactions, and of the persistence, decrease,
inhibition, and therapeutic alteration of reaction. He ends
with a chapter on hypnosis, to which he attaches much
importance.
To follow the author's thought and to appreciate his

arrangement is a pleasant exercise which will be illumin-
ating to many, and will doubtless carry with it some
profit to a}l but a few. The preface invites readers
to use the blue pencil. Some crudities of belief, some
curiosities of deduction, some imperfections of knowledge
doubtless- may be found in need of such correction or
deletion; but to read the book is to realize how inter-
esting and helpful it must have been to write it.

Notes on Books
The official Medical Register for 1937 has now been
published by Constable and Co., Ltd., at 21s., post free
22s. 6d. It appears from the table printed in the intro-
ductory pages that 1,905 names were added last year-
twenty-three more than in 1935. New registrations
numbered 920 in England; 490 in Scotland; 223 in
Ireland; and 272 on the Colonial and Foreign lists. The
total number of names on the Register at the-end of the
year was 59,010, representing an increase of 649. The
number of names removed from the Register during 1936
was 1,304, compared with 1,057 in the previous year. Of
these, 1,082 were deleted on evidence of death; 214 for
failure to comply with the inquiries of the registrar as
to cessation of practice or change of address; and seven
were struck off under the disciplinary powers conferred
by Parliament on the General Medical Council. The
average annual number of penal erasures during the past
twenty years was five.
Books on treatment arranged on an alphabetical plan

suggest readiness of reference in an emergency rather than
'systematic reading and study. The Vade Mecum of
Medical Treatment, by Dr. W. GORDON SEARS (E. Arnold
and Co., lOs. 6d.) falls into this group, and meets fairly
well the expectations excited by its title. It begins with
"Achalasia of the Cardia" and concludes with "Xero-
stoma," and ine the intervening pages most of the con-
ditions met by the practitioner in his daily work receive
attention. The compilation has been carefully done, and
the classical methods of treatment are presented in brief
and strictly practical fashion. While alternative methods
are mentioned, the author- not infrequently bases. his
recommendations on his own immediate experience. Nor
does the book fail to recognize modern developments,
even when these have yet to justify the promises made
on their behalf. The discussions cannot pretend to be
exhaustive or to offer anything very striking or original,
but they have their opportunity of usefulness in the field
which they profess to serve, and the volume deserves a
place in the practitioner?s library.

Two further additions have been made to the Sports-
man's Library, published- at 5s. each by Philip Allan. The
Shot-Gun, by T. D. PURDY -and Captain J. PURDY, is a
useful handbook of the gun; theFe is a chapter on fitting,
a detailed one on cartridges, and powder, and valuable
hints are given on the care of the gun. Field Sports of
Scotland, by PATRICK CHALMERS, is a description of the
sport to be had in the Highlands and Lowlands, the
estuaries and coastal waters of Scotland, with the natural
history of the roe-deer, the caper, black-game, and
ptarmigan. It is w.ell worthy of the attention of sportsmen.

A new edition has been received of Professor CARL J.
WIGGER's Phiysiology in Health and Disease (Kimpton,
42s.), which was noticed in these columns on its first
appearance two years ago. Considerable portions of the
book have been rewritten, net' and better illustrations
are included, the index has been enlarged, and the biblio-
graphy modernized.

Preparations and Appliances

ORAL PROPS IN GENERAL ANAESTHESIA
Dr. A. H. L. BAKER (anaesthetist, West Middlesex County
Hospital) writes:
The accompanying illustration shows a new oral prop for

use in general anaesthesia. While incorporating most of the
features of existing props, this one has been designed with a
view particularly *to the patient's
comfort and to the lessening of
oral trauma. It is made in three
sizes. A further modification of
this may be lengthened at will
so that the inner aperture lies
well back over the dorsum of the
tongue without undue discomfort,
however, to the patient. This is
especially useful in edentulous C.'KI ri
patients who have difficulty in
gripping the shorter pattern with
the gums and invariably block the inner aperture with the tip
of the tongue. I would like to express my thanks to Mr.
Talley of Messrs. A. Charles King, Devonshire Street, W.1,
the makers of these props, for much helpful advice in their
production.

A DUSTING POWDER
"Kinoo powder" (Kinu Ltd., 6, Finsbury Square, E.C.2) is
a dusting powder made from pure cocoon silk (90 per cent.)
with 5 per cent. boric powder and 5 per cent. zinc oxide.
The use of cosmetics runs back far into pre-history, and that
of many of the commoner ingredients such as starch, kaolin
and calamine is of like antiquity. Modern methods of applied
chemistry have provided a very wide choice of poowders for
such purposes, but firmly established traditions have checked
enterprise in the employment of new methods. The traditional
bases are, however, unsatisfactory in certain respects-for
example, starch when moistened forms a fermenting paste.
The silk basis of kinoo powder gives a very fine, light, and
voluninous powder, which has absorbency without producing
a paste which is liable to fermentation. An independent
analytical report confirms the makers' statements regarding
the composition of the powder, and shows that it has a very
low bacterial content and that no organisms of the B. coll
group are present.

STERICREPE BANDAGE
"Stericrepe bandage'" is made of a porous elastic material

lined with sterilized gauze. It is self-adhering, and does not
stick to skin or hair. It is porous, seamless, greaseproof,
waterproof, and washable. After rolling- it off and sprinkling
it with ordinary talcum powder it can be used again. It can
be applied with any desired tension as a support, and only a
minimum of dressings is required. It is supplied both in
bandage rolls and finger strips by the makers, at 23, Clarges
Street, Piccadilly, W.

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.1.3975.560-a on 13 M
arch 1937. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://www.bmj.com/

