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Speaking at the annual dinner of the Yorkshire Associa-
tion of Medical Women at Harrogate, Dr. Letitia Fairfield
said: "From the day that women were allowed to join
the British Medical Association the Association had
realized that in our interests and in their own it is essential
that we should have equal pay for equal work. That
sticks very hard in some people's teeth."
The issuLe of the Bulletin de l'Office International

d'Hygiene Publiqlue for December, 1936, is devoted to
yellow fever.
The Journal of the Amnerican Statistical Association for

December, 1936, contains a fine appreciation of Karl
Pearson, who died on April 27, 1936, by Professor
Raymond Pearl of Johns Hopkins University.
The issue of the Wienter medizinische Wochzenschrift for

February 6 is dedicated to the memory of Professor
Leopold von Schrotter on the occasion of the centenary
of his birth.
The current issue (August-October) of Cirurgia y

Cirujanos, the official organ of the Mexican Academy of
Surgery, contains a sympathetic obituary of Lord
Moynihan, with his portrait.
Dr. Edward E. Prest, who is retiring after twenty-nine

years as medical superintendent of Glenafton Sanatorium,
New Cumnock, Ayrshire, attended a meeting on February
13 to receive a silver salver from the staff and a canteen
of cutlery and a wireless set from subscribers in and
outside the county.
During the week ended February 13 the number of

deaths ascribed to influenza in the 122 great towns (in-
cluding London) of England and Wales was 697, com-
pared with 976 in the preceding week. In London the
number of deaths from influenza was 50, against 101 in
the preceding week, and the notifications of influenzal
pneumonia in London were 94, against 132.
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QUERIES AND ANSWERS
Nephritis Following Gastric Ulcer Therapy

Dr. H. TREVOR RYAN (Cork) writes: People treated for gastric
disorders with colloidal kaolin or magnesium trisilicate
sometimes show signs of renal damage after a prolonged
course of treatment. The albuminuria may be very slight
and the presence of red blood cells will be overlooked
unless they are sought for in the centrifuged deposit. Severe
nephritis, which I ascribe directly to the use of these com-

pounds, has developed in three cases that have come to
my notice. I should be interested to know if any of your
readers have had any similar experience.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.
Memorial to Dr. Hennessy

The proposal to found a memorial to Dr. Thomas Hennessy,
who was Irish Medical Secretary of the British Medical
Association froml914 until his death at the beginning of
last year, was announced in a circular letter reproduced in
the British Medical Journal of August 29, 1936 (p. 440).
The chairman of the fund, Dr. C. J. MacAuley, the honorary
secretary, Dr. J. P. Shanley, and the Medical Secretary of
the Irish Free State Medical Union (I.M.A. and B.M.A.)
inform us that the fund will be closed definitely on March 1,
1937, and that further contributions will be gladly received
before that date. These may be sent to the honorary
secretary, Hennessy Memorial Fund, 18, Kildare Street,
Dublin.

Obstetrics and Gynaecology at Otago
The second report of the Department of Obstetrics and
Gynaecology in the University of Otago, New Zealand,
deals with one thousand consecutive deliveries and the
concurrent work of the Gynaecological Section, covering
the period from March, 1934, to May, 1936, inclusive.
The previous report, issued in 1934, recorded a similar
series of one thousand deliveries conducted without a
maternal death. In the series now reviewed three deaths
are reported, comprising one case of eclampsia admitted
moribund, one of cerebral haemorrhage in the thirty-first
week of pregnancy, and one of post-partum haemorrhage
at full term. The maternal morbidity, however, is unusually
low, with a rate of only 0.7 per cent. of cases classed as
morbid in accordance with the B.M.A. standard. During
the same period there has been a marked diminution in the
death rate from puerperal sepsis through the whole of
New Zealand. Of the seven cases of maternal morbidity
cited in the report six were of mild pyrexia, and one only
of notifiable puerperal sepsis. In the last-named case the
condition followed a combination of adverse circumstances
-namely, contracted pelvis, high forceps, episiotomy, laccr-
ated vagina, post-partum haemorrhage, and manual reinoval
of the placenta. The report also deals with 1,056 gynaeco-
logical cas.es; of these 268 underwent abdominal and 512
vulval or vaginal operations, the remainder receiving con-
servative treatment. Of the total 935 are noted as cured,
and a further 103 as relieved. Post-operative mortality
was only 0.77 per cent., and three of the six deaths in this
group were due to pulmonary embolism.

Academic Costume
"X. Y. Z." writes: The approach of the Coronation has

stimulated an interest in uniforms and robes. Anyone who
has attended medical meetings at which academical dress
is worn must have noticed the inadequacy of that prescribed
for the holders of certain qualifications, including very high
qualifications, of the various medical corporations in con-
trast with those of the universities. Those who have studied
academic costume are aware that from time to time altera-
tions have been made. I suggest that this year is an appro-
priate time and would be a gracious act if the authorities
of the great institutions whose robes do not at prescnt
possess a hood added an appropriately coloured one, and
made it retrospective (it would affect approximately 75 rer
cent. of registered medical practitioners) in commemoration
of the Coronation of King George VI.

*** The hood is a badge worn over the gown to indicate
a degree. Since corporations other than universities do not
confer degrees "X. Y. Z.'s" suggestion seems to be in-
practicable.

Corrigenia
We regret that in our account in the Joutrnal of February 13

(p. 347) of the discussion on peripheral nerve injuries at
the Royal Society of Medicine Mr. John P. Hosford's name
was wrongly given as Mr. Reginald Hosford (p. 348).

In our review of An Ethiopian Diary, by Dr. J. W. S. Maclie
(February 6, p. 273) the University Press of Liverpool
should have been mentioned as publishers.
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