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themselves in 1919. The momentary attacks of hemi-
anopia were probably of the nature of visual fits, and the
frequent occurrence of the amnesia, as described, would
tend to support the supposition. Close interrogation
failed to bring to light any epileptic symptom in the
interval between that year and the onset of the present
illness. At the time of the first examination no factor
could be discovered to account for the sudden precipitation
of further attacks. Naturally the patient's occupation
aroused certain suspicions, but he stated that he had always
taken every precaution against the risk of lead poisoning,
and this possibility could be further eliminated by the
absence of other signs of plumbism.

I had to consider other possible toxic causes, but he
had always been moderate in the use of alcohol, and
uraemia was ruled out on the biochemical findings.
General paralysis of the insane was excluded on clinical
examination and the negative Wassermann reaction,
together with the absence of change in the cerebro-spinal
gold curve. The diagnosis of idiopathic epilepsy was
untenable after the discovery of papilloedema, and a
definite intracranial factor was indicated when the lung
neoplasm so abruptly presented itself. Cerebral tumour
was eliminated by all available methods of exclusion and
finally by post-mortem search.

I am driven to the conclusion that the generalized
epileptiform convulsions were probably due to the wide-
spread cortical venous engorgement and irritability con-
sequent upon the marked obstruction to the blood return
from the head, while the limitation in the number of the
fits in the later stages of the disease could probably be
accounted for by the active anti-epileptic measures taken.

Leicester. RONALD McD. CAIRNS, M.D.

Acute Idiopathic Intussusception
A rare " acute abdomen" was admitted to the Manchester
Royal Infirmary recently. The patient was a man aged 39,
a crane operator by trade, and he was sent in as an
undiagnosed urgency case.

His history was of. five hours' duration, the pain being
sudden and acute in onset followed by vomiting one hour
later. There were two points of interest in his past history:
first, that he had been in the habit of taking pills for constipa-
tion (he had taken one just before the onset of the pain);
secondly, that a similar attack of pain five days previously
had passed off uneventfully. The pain was severe, colicky,
and not localized; immediately after the onset a large motion
had been passed, followed by absolute constipation. The
patient had vomited about three pints of bile-stained fluid.
On examination the patient was cyanosed and very restless,

the tongLie dry and furred, temperature 96°, and pulse 52.
The abdomen moved freely on respiration and was slightly
distended; there was voluntary rigidity and a firm, tender,
elongated mass high in the right iliac fossa. Per rectum there
was extreme tenderness on the right during the colicky spasms,
but otherwise nothing abnormal. On these findings a diag-
.nosis of intussusception probably due to early carcinoma caeci
was made.
On opening the abdomen an intussusception of ileo-colic

type was found, about five feet of gut being involved; reduc-
tion was effected without much difficulty, but the most careful
examination of the bowel failed to reveal any predisposing
lesion; appendicectomy was performed. Uneventful recovery.

My acknowledgements are due to Mr. Wilson H. Hey,
for his kind permission to publish this case.

P. J. M. WRIGHT, M.B., B.S.Lond.,
Manchester. M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.

Reviews

THE AIM AND SPIRIT OF NEUROLOGY
Neuirological Biographies and Addresses. Foundation
Volume. Published for the Staff to Commemorate the
Opening of the Montreal Neurological Institute of McGill
University. (Pp. 178; illustrated. 12s. 6d. net.) London:
H. Milford, Oxford University Press. 1936. .

Dr. Wilder Penfield and the staff of the recently opened
Montreal Neurological Institute of McGill University have
had the happy idea of publishing in a Foundation volume
the addresses which were delivered as a part of the
opening ceremony of the Institute and biographical
sketches of leaders of neurological thought written by
members of the Institute's staff. The opening addresses
are on "Neurology," by Dr. Gordon Holmes; "Neuro-
surgery," by Dr. Harvey Cushing; and "The Significance
of the Montreal Neurological Institute," by Dr. Wilder
Penfield. The series of biographical sketches begins
appropriately with Hughlings Jackson and Victor Horsley
and ends with Harvey Cushing.

This book will be of interest to neurologists all over the
world, primarily as an expression of the spirit and aim
of this new neurological institute, which is the most
recent addition to a famous medical school. The breadth
of its outlook is illustrated alike by the introductory
addresses and by the understanding interpretations offered
of the work of past masters of neurology. The bio-
graphies of neurologists, neuro-surgeons, neuro-physio-
logists, and histologists indicate the width of the founda-
tions of neurological research both in the past and at
the present day, a fact which finds expression in the
equipment, both human and material, of the Montreal
Neurological Institute. But, as Dr. Holmes emphasizes
in his introductory lecture, however wide the foundations
must necessarily be it is the physician who is the apex
of the structure, for "it is only the physician who can
examine the working, whether it be normal or disordered,
of the body."
The increasing specialization of modern medicine calls

for special methods of organization if the specialist is
not to lose touch with his colleagues and if the trees
are not to be planted so far apart that they never compose
a wood. It is only by gathering together under one roof
a group of specialists who are in constant touch with one
another's problems that this difficulty can be overcome.
Most of the workers whose lives are -described in this
volume had no such opportunities. They were pioneers
working in isolation. If the scientific world of to-day
is producing fewer men of this type it is because research,
owing to the exigencies- of modern science, has now
become a communal activity. The recognition of this
is the idea which has inspired the creation of the Montreal
Neurological Institute and the ideal which finds expression
in its Foundation volume.

LESIONS OF THE NAILS
Diseases of the Nails. By V. Pardo-Castello, M.D. (Pp.
178; 94 figures. 16s.) London: Bailliere, Tindall and
Cox. 1936.

Dr. Pardo-Castello has discovered a more or less untilled
corner of the field of dermatology. Before the publica-
tion of this volume there was no monograph on the
subject in the English language, and the only one
of which we are aware was that by Heller, published in
Berlin in 1927. Students of dermatological literature will
recall that for many yearc before the publication of his
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book Heller was in the habit of recording interesting cases
of diseases of the nails in the professional journals, most
often in the Zeitschlrift fur Dernmatologie, and these obser-
vations formed the basis of his well-known work. Dr.
Pardo-Castello's volume is on much the same lines. He
has collected examples of practically every variety of
lesion which affects the nails, and not the least valuable
feature of the work consists of the excellent and numerous
photographs with which it is illustrated. The patho-
logical changes in the nails lend themselves better than
those of other anatomical regions to photographic illus-
tration, since the rendering of colour is quite unimportant
as compared with accuracy of form and outline. The
author has also drawn attention very properly to the
large number of industrial occupations in which diseases
of the nails are common, and he has provided a very
useful table showing the particular form of symptom and
the approximate cause of the lesion in each branch of
industry affected. Another and shorter table gives a list
of the chief poisons which cause ungual symptoms and
the form that these symptoms take.
The treatment of diseases of the nails is notoriously

difficult, but Dr. Pardo-Castello has not failed to give
all those methods which may be of service. He has
produced a very interesting volume, which deserves study
by all dermatologists.

HEALTH PROBLEMS
Nature Hits Back. By Macpherson Lawrie. (Pp. 180.
5s. net.) London: Methuen and Co. 1936.

Under a not very happily chosen title Dr. Macpherson
Lawrie has written a book to guide the layman (and,
incidentally, medical practitioners too) in the consideration
of a number of the most important health problems of
to-day. Many such books are either commonplace or
faddist: some are so over-simplified as to be misleading
or so unpractical as to be useless. Dr. Lawrie's book is
exceptional; none of these epithets can properly be applied
to it. The author has a definite point of view, and a
very clear and suggestive outlook. He regards the health
of the man in the street as more important than that of
the patient in the hospital. He does not, however,
minimize the importance of the latter, and he admits that
there are many exceptions to his generalizations about
the former. Thus, subject to these necessary and sensible
provisos, his chapters on nervous fatigue and moods of
fear and depression, on food and nutrition, on the glands
of internal secretion, on child guidance and upbringing,
and on sex are not isolated and independent essays, but
are connected by a common idea, and by the underlying
purpose of placing these subjects in due relation to each
other and in what the author regards as a proper per-
spective with regard to other problems' of health and
disease.
The medical reader will probably find some of Dr.

Lawrie's pronouncements a little over-emphasized, and a
little too dogmatic or unqualified; but faults of this kind
are apt to prove virtues when the intention is to impress
fundamental points or truths upon the uninstructed and
to lead to a practical application of observations and
precepts to human behaviour. The enormous importance
to-day of early attention to what are regarded usually
as minor mental disturbances while avoiding a too
exclusive psychological outlook; the interdependence of
problems of nutrition and those of mental make-up, per-
sonulity, and character ; the need for a revised and balanced
consideration of the training of children, of adolescence,
of'sex, marriage, and birth control, are particular problems
with which Dr. Lawrie deals. To all of them he gives

a fresh, consistent, and helpful exposition in a book which
can be commended with unusual confidence to the atten-
tion of the reading public and to those medical practi-
tioners who wish to know what their patients may be
thinking about such matters or to refer them to suitable
literature so that they may be encouraged to think and
act aright.

PHYSIOLOGY AT THE BEDSIDE
Physiological Principles in Treatmenit. By Sir Walter
Langdon-Brown, M.A., M.D., Hon. D.Sc., F.R.C.P., and
Reginald Hilton, M.A., M.D., F.R.C.P. Seventh edition.
(Pp. 308. lOs. 6d.) London: Bailliere, Tindall and Cox.
1936.

This book has proved its usefulness in successive editions
since the first publication in 1908. Written with the
object of bringing to the mind of advanced students and
practitioners those facts of physiology which can be
applied in the care and management of their patients it
made a popular appeal. That much change in physiology
and in medicine has occurred in the last quarter of a
century is evident; the centre of gravity of medical and
scientific problems has altered, so that in the new seventh
edition large portions of the book have been rewritten,
and by rearrangement a clear description of the present-
day position is obtained. In short and fitting words the
authors-for Sir Walter Langdon-Brown has again had
the assistance of Dr. R. Hilton-traverse the main paths
of modern physiology and seek to apply the knowledge to
clinical work. Even in the six years since the last edition
considerable advances have been made in the domain of
endocrine glands-a subject after Sir Walter's own heart
-vitamins, and the relation of the liver to purine meta-
bolism. Other chapters on digestion, heart disease, the
kidney, the blood, and allergic diseases have been brought
up to date. In the preface to the first edition the author
was uncertain of his physiological views, but with- the
years his experience and judgement have given assurance.
This is a useful handbook. It contains a short biblio-
graphy of references for further reading. On page 251
and page 255 the well-known Price-Jones curves are
attributed to Pryce-Jones.

COMPARATIVE ODONTOLOGY
Variations antd Diseases of the Teeth of Animals. By
Sir Frank Colyer, K.B.E., LL.D., F.R.C.S. (Pp. 750;
1.007 figures. 42s. net.) London: John Bale, Sons and
Danielsson. 1936.

In the autumn of 1930 Sir Frank Colyer delivered for the
Dental Board of the United Kingdom four lectures on
"Abnormal conditions of the teeth of animals in their
relationship to similar conditions in man." In the present
volume a fuller account of these conditions is given,
with additional chapters on "Variations of the teeth in
number and shape," "Abnormal eruption of teeth,"
"Overgrowth of teeth," and "Odontomes."

In gathering material for his work the author has
examined the collections of animal skulls in most of the
museums of Europe and America, as well as the collec-
tions in public and private museums of Great Britain.
The help everywhere so willingly given (and duly acknow-
ledged in the preface) is good evidence of the interest the
work has aroused among zoologists. Indeed, so far as
we know, no comprehensive survey of the subject had
hitherto been attempted. It needed a mah of knowledge,
leisure, and infinite patience to collect the data and co-
ordinate their details. For many years, both before and
since his retirement from practice, Sir Frank Colyer has
been curator of the Odontological Museum of the Royal
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