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Letters, Notes, and Answers
All communications in regard to editorial business should be

addi-essed to THE EDITOR, BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, B.M.A.
HouSE, TAVISTOCK SQUARE, W.C.1.

ORIGINAL ARTICLES and LETTERS forwarded for publication
are understood to-be offered to the British Medical Jouirnal alone,
unless the contrary be stated. Correspondents who wish notice
to be taken of their communications should authenticate them
with their names, not necessarily for publication.

Authors desiring REPRINTS of their articles published in the
British Medical Journial must communicate with the Financial
Secretary and Business Manager, British Medical Association
House, Tavistock Square, W.C.1, on receipt of proofs. Authors
over-seas should indicate on MSS. if reprints are required, as
proofs are not sent abroad.

Alcommunications with reference to ADVERTISEMENTS, as well
as orders for copies of the Journal, should be addressed to the
Financial Secretary and Business Manager.

The TELEPHONE NUMBER of the British Medical Association and
the British Medical Jouirnal is EUSTON 2111.

The TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESSES are
EDITOR OF THE BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, Aitiology

Westcent, London.
FINANCIAL SECRETARY AND BUSINESS MANAGER

(Advertisements, etc.), Articutlate Westcenit, Lonldon.
MEDICAL SECRETARY, Medisecra Westcent, London.

The address of the B.M.A. Scottish Office is 7, Drumsheugh
Gardens, Edinburgh (telegrams: Associate, Edinibturgh * tele-
phone: 24361 Edinburgh), and of the Office of the Irish Free
State Medical Union (I.MA. and B.M.A.), 18, Kildare Street,
Dublin (telegrams: Bacillus, Dublin; telephone 62550 Dublin).

QUERIES AND ANSWERS
Treatment of Lumbago

"S. L. A." writes: Have any readers experience of solurol
and urodonal in the treatment of lumbago? Has the urine
to be acid or alkaline to get best effects? Is there any
risk (as with atophan and its allied drugs) in prolonged use?
What dose is recommended for an adult, and how often
daily?

Income Tax
Allowance to Relative

"JUSTICE" makes an allowance of £14 a month to a relative
who has no other income, and asks whether it would be
legal to allot this money by deed and so avoid paying
income tax thereon.

* It would be quite legal, but would be ineffective
for income tax purposes unless the disposition of the
income was for a minimum period of seven years, or for the
joint lives of "Justice " and the relative, whichever period
be the less. (It is assumed that the relative is not a son
or daughter of our correspondent.) Once the payment has
become legally compulsory "Justice" can deduct tax at
standard rate when making the payments, and the relative
can then reclaim from the Inland Revenue Department
nearly the whole of the tax so deducted. As matters stand
"Justice" is entitled only to the dependant relative allow-
ance, subject to the condition that the dependence is due
to old age or infirmity.

Private Use of Cars
"S. S." asks whether it is usual to charge income tax on

" private use " of cars when the private use is very slight.
* We believe the answer to be in the affirmative. Most

inspectors of taxes make a point of inquiring about private
use where the cost of maintenance, etc., is claimed as
" wholly and exclusively " incurred in earning profits. To
the extent that the expenses do not fall within that category
they are not allowable, and though there may be some
cases in which private use is so small as to be ignored,
it is certainly very common for, say, 5 per cent., or even
more, to be excluded from the total cost when calculating
taxable profit.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.
Prophylactic Against Influenza

Dr. ALEXANDER FRANCIS (London, W.]) writes: At a time like
this, when influenza is so rife, it is sad that Dr. Carl
Spengler's advice is not properly appreciated. He stated
that if anyone would take three drops of the English

tincture of iodine in two tablespoonfuls of milk after break-
fast daily for three weeks he would remain immune from
influenza for months. I have tested this remedy for many
years in private practice and in schools with astounding
results. It has the great disadvantage of being too simple.
It is not impressive, as are vaccines, gargles, douches, etc.,
but on the other hand it has the advantage of being
effective. The iodine must be taken in milk, because in the
form of iodide of casein it is not in any way irritating.
Some few people who are subject to iodism cannot take
iodine in any form.

Psychotherapy of Delinquency

With reference to the weekly seminars for probation officers-
and social workers arranged by the Institute for the Scientific
Treatment of Delinquency, announced in the Jouirnal of
October 31, 1936 (p. 901), we are informed that Dr.
Denis Carroll will speak on " Psychiatry and Psychotherapy
of Delinquency" at the West End Hospital for Nervous
Diseases, Welbeck Street, W., on Thursdays, January 21
and 28, at 6.45 p.m. Admission I s. 6d.

C.S.M.M.G. Directory
The Chartered Society of Massage and Medical Gymnastics

has issued a Directory of Members, which is supplied free
on demand to medical practitioners, who by this means can
easily find the names of masseurs and masseuses practising
locally. Since the members of the C.S.M.M.G. are pre-
cluded from undertaking any case except under the direc-
tion of a registered medical practitioner, from advertising
in other than recognized medical and nursing papers, from
selling goods to patients in a professional capacity, and
from accepting secret commissions on the sale of goods, they
have a special claim on medical practitioners whose patients
are in need of physical therapy in its various forms. Special
designations are attached to those who hold additional
qualifications in medical electricity,light- and electro-therapy,
and hydrotherapy, as well as to those who are teachers in
such subjects. Members with additional qualifications, such
as associates of the Royal Sanitary Institute, members of the
Society of Radiographers, and registered mental or fever
nurses, are correspondingly distinguished. The Directory is
compiled alphabetically in geographical sections, including
England, London, Scotland, Wales, Ireland, and in foreign
countries; an alphabetical list of practising members is also
given after the geographical section. Applications should
be sent to the secretary, C.S.M.M.G., Tavistock House
(North), Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1.

A Medical Veteran

Dr. Cuthbert Robert Kendal of Hexham, Northumberland,
celebrated his ninety-fifth birthday on January Ist. He
began practice in Wark in 1863 immediately after qualifying,
and went to Hexham in 1870.

Merck Products

Messrs. E. Merck, Darmstadt, manufacturers of chemicals and
medicinal specialties, announce that since January 1, 1937,
the selling rights for their preparations in the United
Kingdom and Irish Free State have been in the hands of
Messrs. Savory and Moore, Ltd., of 61, Welbeck Street,
London, W.I. The publicity department of E. Merck, which
was established in this country for the convenience of
medical practitioners wishing information and samples of
the Merck products, has moved to 60, Welbeck Street.

Treatment of Streptococcal Infections
It may interest readers to know that para-aminobenzene

sulphonamide, referred to in the leading article entitled
"Therapia Sterilisans Magna " in the Journal of January 9
(p. 79), is obtainable from a number of firms in this country.

Correction

Our report of Dr. H. W. Eddison's paper on " Anxiety "
(January 9, p. 92) went astray in the second column, line 19.
The passage should read: "In the war many, in spite of
their anxiety, stuck to their posts and masked their anxiety
behind their deeds, working off their emotion coincidently.
On the other hland, the men wtho were stolidly unyiconicerned
(to all appearances) afterwards displayed tremors . . .

"

(correction printed in italics).
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