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phosphate; (3) increased calcium output (4) bone pain
and tenderness; (5) cystic changes in bone; (6) spon-
taneous fractures; and (7) muscular weakness and atony.
Localized osteitis fibrosa, Paget's disease, multiple myelo-
mata, and osteomalacia might resemblo hyperparathy-
roldism, but chemical and histological examination would
help to differentiate them. If there was general decalcifi-
cation, with continually high serum calcium and low
plasma phosphate figures, exploration of the neck was
probably justified. In only about 30 per cent. of cases
was there an initial complaint of bone tumour, fracture,
or deformity. Bone pain was first to appear in over
50 per cent. of cases. Urinary calculi were a presenting
symptom in two cases which showed skeletal change
clinically or radiologically..

Mr. DENIS KENNEDY -described a similar case, in which
a fracture of the neck of the femur had occurred as a
result of a trivial injury. A month later a painful swel-
ling appeared in the left tibia, and after full investigation
the patient was found to have all the features of a para-
thyroid tumour. The case was complicated by the fact
that auricular fibrillation was present. The right lobe of
the thyroid gland was isolated, and a parathyroid tumour
was found in the centre of its posterior aspect. There was
no post-operative tetany, and the patient was now well.
Dr. C. L. McDoNAGH said that only twice had he seen
such large cysts. He pointed out that the original fracture
of the humerus showed no evidence of a cyst. In such
cases the changes in the skull were the most definite
means of diagnosis..

CORRESPONDENCE

A Crusade Against Acute Rheumatism
SIR,-The paper by Professor W. T. Ritchie under the

above title, in your issue of April 4th, is a most valuable
and timely one. Much has been written and said on
this deplorable menace to the child and the adolescent,
but I have never seen a more convincing case made out
for its inclusion as a major public health subject.

London, with its rheumatic clinxics and admirable in-
patient accommodation, has given a fine lead, but without
the encouragement and stimulation of the Ministry and
Department of Health it cannot be expected that most
public health committees and their councils throughout
the country will realize the need for action. This is par-
ticularly true of the suggestion that a rheumatism medical
officer, comparable in function and status to the venereal
diseases and tuberculosis medical officer, should be
appointed. There would be little hope of this in the
case of most local authorities unless the medical officer
of health had the strong backing .of a Ministry or Depart-
ment circular in puttirmg forward the proposal. The
Government medical departments are reluctant to appear
to coerce local authorities, but I know that medical
officers of health would often welcome more specific recom-
mendations, as these greatly impress the members of
public health and education committees.

If compulsory notification is thought too drastic a
measure-though I do not see why it should be so
regarded-Professor Ritchie's suggestion of beginning with
a voluntary scheme should be adopted witliout delay.
No doubt the Society of Medical Officers of Heavi and
other professional bodies will consider the matter. It
would be a great public and human service if they acted
promptly.-I am, etc.,

Beckenham. ADril- 6th. T. DRUMMOND SHIELS.

Modern Methods in Bottle-feeding
SIR,-After reading Dr. Jewesbury's letter on this

subject in the Journal of March 28th, I read the annota-
tion of February 22nd to which he refers. It had escaped
my notice earlier, but I should like to say now that I
very cordially agree with the sentiments expressed in it.
It seems to me that Dr. Jewesbury has scarcely dealt
faithfully with the criticisms of the Truby King feeding
formulae which it contains. Nor is one entirely con-
vinced from what he says that he is, as he very rightly
says we all ought to be, " keeping an open mind."

Since the first attempts of Michael Underwood to put
the study of this problem on a rational basis, the obvious
goal has been to produce as a substitute for human milk
a true imitation of it. It was believed at the time when
Truby King popularized the milk modification which has
become associated with his name that the goal was prac-
tically if not . completely reached. Indeed, the word

humanized " was used and still is, as certain advertise-
ments frequently remind us. Yet it has been known
for many years that this approximation is much more
apparent-than real, since the two milks differ markedly
in the nature of their proteins. Further, it is now well
recognized, as was stated in the annotation, that the
protein of cow's milk is relatively deficient in certain
amino-acids which are of special importance to growth,
so much so indeed that, if one is to come near the goal
of true imitation in this respect, it is necessary to use
the milk quite undiluted. The plain truth is that at
present there is no method, at once simple and inexpensive
(that is, apart from elaborate methods involving the use
of proprietary preparations), whereby anything like a
true imitation of human milk can be achieved. For-
tunately, experience seems to show that this doesn't
matter. What does matter, however, is that our methods
should be constantly under review in the light of new
knowledge. In the present state of our knowledge we
are faced with the alternative of perpetrating faults of
omission or of commission. On the whole I think it Is
true to say that, so far as nutrition is concerned at any
rate, Nature is more tolerant of the latter than of the
former. She can deal with moderate excess, but a very
little shortage will thwart her.

Lastly, it should be realized that the relative indigesti-
bility of whole cow's milk is not, except in very rare
instances, due to its protein content per se but to the
buffering effect of it on the acid of the gastric secretion.
This has been conclusively shown by the marked success
which has attended the use of whole milk " de-buffered"
by the addition of lactic acid, as advocated by McKim
Marriott. In my expenence infants on this feed more
closely resemble in steady and sufficient gain in weight
and in general vigour and resistance to infection their
breast-fed brothers and sisters than do those on diluted
milk mixtures. I have had the opportunity of observing
quite a number of such infants in later childhood, but
have not so far detected any damage attributable to the
" protein insult " in infancyl-I am, etc.,

E. R. C. WALKER, M.B., F.R.C.P.Ed.
Aberdeen. ADril 8th.

SIR,-In your issue of March 28th Dr. Jewesbury replies
to the annotation that appeared in the Journal on
February 22nd (p. 370) under the heading " Modem
Methods in Bottle-feeding." His letter, while it occupies
a whole column, rather surprisingly does not refer once
to the point at issue. The gist of the annotation was that
owing to the relative deficiency of certain amino-acids
in cow's milk as compared with human milk it was not
sound practice to base the protein content of a ik
mixture for infant feeding on the same basis as human
milk. In other words, equal quantities of prote'n, one
from human milk and the other from cow's milk, are not
of equal nutritive value to the child.
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