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Mr. LECKIE said the year from 14 to 15 was worth two at
any other period, for then boys and girls began to think for
themselves. Exemptions' during that year would -strike a
vital blow at the aims of educationists. Mr. MORGAN JONES
remarked that in London under the Bill 40,000 to 50,000
children would be retained at school. Lord EUSTACE PERCY
stated that it was impossible to have the Bill and to wipe out
the exemptions. Lady ASTOR said that 95,000 of the children
who entered the elementary schools annually were defective
in some way, and that 80 per cent. of the school buildings
were defective.
The Bill was read a second time by 282 to 152, and was

sent to a Standing Committee.

THE HOMEWORK QUESTION
On February 12th the House of Commons rejected a motion

proposed by Mr. Alfred Short in favour Qf State maintenance
grants for children remaining at school after the present age.
The House on the same evening accepted without a division
a motion moved by Mr. E. A. RAbFORD that it was undesir-
able that school children should have their evenings occupied
with homework, to the' exclusion of rest and recreation. The
Board of Education hadc refused to set up a committee to
inquire into the prevalence and incidence of compulsory home-
work, nor did it dictate the amount of homework which
should be set for children. 'Children sat at their homework
long after they ought to be in bed, and he knew of one girl
who afterwards constantly talked in her sleep. The medical
officer of health for the county of Derby had spoken strongly
about homework. There was no harder work for a child than
striving at night, when its brain was tired, with subjects it
had wrestled with during the day.

Sir ERNEST GRAHAM-LITTLE said fatigue in the mind was a
very quick phenomenon in the child. The retention of know-
ledge depended on the attention given by the child, and that
could not be held for any prolonged period. Preparation should
be taken at school. Recent medical work had shown how large
a part in the development of physical deformity was played
by the posture of the child when studying. How was that
to be supervised at home? Lighting was also important.
The evil of homework was rather worse in the expensive
higher schools.

Mr. OLIVER STANLEY said the Board of Education knew of
a growing uneasiness among parents regarding homework, and
had instituted an inquiry about a year ago. Altogether some
250 secondary schools would be visited, and also all the
junior technical schools and some hundreds of elementary
schools. There was little sign of this spreading to the
elementary schools, and the inspectors of the Departmenf
discouraged it. There was already a great mass of informa-
tion as the result of the inquiries, which were almost complete.
He would sift and analyse it, and see what were its lessons
and remedies. Homework came down in the long run to the
question of examinations, and to the linking of the school
certificate with university.- examinations. Employers who
insisted on the school certificate or on matriculation as a
standard did no service to the child or to education, or to
themselves as employers.
The House then agreed to the motion.

The Poisons Rules
Sir ERNEST GRAHAM-LITTLE asked, on February 12th,

whether, in view of the variety of. interpretations given to it,
the Home Secretary would state what was the precise meaning
to be attached to the word " manufacture " as used in Rule 29
of the Poisons Board Rules issued in December, 1935. He
further asked whether the word " manufacture " covered the
processes of compounding and dispensing medicines containing
poisons and used for the treatment of internal human ailments.
Mr. GEOFFREY LLOYD replied that Rule 29 had been made
under Section 23 (1) (i) of the Pharmacy and Poisons Act,
1933, which gave power for rules to be made " for requiring
persons in control of the manufacture of pharmaceutical pre-
parations containing poisons to be registered chemists or
persons possessing the prescribed qualifications in chemistry."
Mr. Lloyd said it seemed clear to him that the word
" manufacture," both in the Act and in the Rule, denoted

only the operations carried on in 'the factories by manu-
facturers, and did not cover such operations as the compound-
ing and dispensing of their own medicines by medical
practitioners.

It was understood by the Parliamentary Medical Committee
that Sir John Simon would receive a deputation of University
members on February 19th about Rule 29.

Lax Certification and Inaccurate Dispensing
Sir PERCY HURD asked, on February 13th, if the attention

of the Minister of Health had been called to cases in Wiltshire
in which doctors had issued certificates without seeing the
patients, and chemists had issued deficient prescriptions to
members of approved societies, and what action the Wiltshire
Insurance Committee and the Ministry of Health respectively
had taken in these cases. Sir KINGSLEY WOOD answered that
in the last three years one case of a doctor who had issued
certain certificates without seeing the patient, and six cases
of chemists whose dispensing of test prescriptions was found
to be inaccurate, had been reported by the Wiltshire Insur-
ance Committee. The doctor's case had not yet been decided,
As to the chemists, in four cases sums varying from 5s. to £2
had been withheld as recommended by the committee, and
in the other two cases sums of £1 and £2 had been withheld
without any such recommendation.

Gas and Oxygen Anaesthesia
Sir KINGSLEY WOOD told Mr. Edward Dunn on February

13th that he knew of no statistics which showed the difference
in the mortality rate where gas and oxygen were used as the
anaesthetic as against the use of chloroform and ether In
municipal and voluntary hospitals. Certain information in
regard to deaths during or connected with the administration
of anaesthetics of all kinds was contained in the Text Volume
of the Registrar-General's Statistical Review for the year
1933. Information was not available to show in what number
of municipal hospitals and voluntary hospitals respectively
gas and oxygen was used as a routine anaestlhetic for major
operations and for midwifery.

Deaths from Pyramidon Poisoning
Sir JOHN SIMpN, answering Mr. G. R. Hall-Caine on

February 13th, said his attention had been called to the
increase of deaths by poisoning due to pyramidon. Under
the Poisons List and Rules, which were to come into opera-
tion on May 1st, this drug, mora correctly described as
amidopyrine, would be scheduled as a poison, and its sale to
the public would be unlawful except on medical prescription.

Nutrition: League of Nations Report
Mr. GEOFFREY MANDER inquired, on February 13th, whether

Mr. Oliver Stanley had considered the report of the League
of Nations Health Organization on diet and health, and what
action on it the Board -of Education proposed to take.
Mr. STANLEY, in reply, assumed Mr. Mander referred to the
report on the physiological bases of nutrition made by the
Technical Commission appointed by the Health Committee of
the League of Nations. The Board of Education agreed with
the recommendation of the Commission regarding the pro-
vision of milk for children. The practice of providing milk
free or at a reduced price recommended by the Commission
was in operation in England and Wales, and arrangements
were also frequently made, by local education authorities for
the provision of cod-liver oil. The recommendations of the
Commission as to the need for variety in diet and on the
importance of fresh vegetables and fruit were borne in mind
by the Board's medical officers in investigating the dietary at
feeding centres and in residential schools.

Answering Mr. G. Mathers on February 13th, Sir KINGSLEY
WOOD said that in accordance with a resolution adopted by
the Assembly of the League of Nations on September 27th,

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.1.3920.397-a on 22 F
ebruary 1936. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://www.bmj.com/

