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the treatment of pulmonary tuberculosis, bronchiectasis,
and chronic empyema.
The repair of hernia is discussed at some length, and

this is followed by a section on the plastic repair of
deformities of the penis. Gynaecology is represented in
repair of perineum and 9f vesico-vaginal fistulae,
and includes operations for congenital absence of the
vagina. The orthopaedic problems of cicatricial deformities
and arthroplasty are briefly discussed, and the volume
ends with a short note on transplantations of organs.

It will be seen that an immense field is covered, any
small corner of which might be worthy of a complete
monograph. In each instance, however, the notes, though
short, are very much to the point, and show not only
very wide reading but extensive practical experience.
Few surgeons, whatever their own particular branch, would
fail to pick up some useful hints from this little volume.

THE HOUSING PROBLEM
By his book on Housing Administration5 Mr. STEWART
SWIFT fills a- gap which has been very noticeable in recent
years. Under the relevant Acts of Parliament health
departments have to deal with many details of adminis-
tration in relation to housing, most of them concerned with
non-medical matters of which the medical officer of healtlh
has to be aware. It is almost impossible' for a medical
officer of health to keep himself informed of all the pitfalls
into which authorities other than his own have fallen, or
which they have succeeded in avoiding, and yet he has
to be prepared to face keen cross-examination, at public
inquiries or in courts of law, on his own views and pro-
cedure in relation to happenings elsewhere. This book
very adequately meets his need. It deals fully both with
law and practice and with the experience of the writer, and
others situated like him, in connexion with every aspect
of the housing problem. Where necessary, parts of the
law, or of regulations, or of by-laws, are reproduced in
full. Their meaning, as interpreted by judicial autho-
rities, is explained, and the practical points which have
arisen in their execution, especially since the inception of
the five-years plan of slum clearance, are discussed clearly
but briefly and with illuminating examples and illustra-
tions. Specimen forms, which constitute such an impor-
tant part of housing work, are given in great number,
and, indeed, there is practically nothing of administrative
importance that will not be found in this book. It is
accurate in its facts, although a mild criticism made on
page 59 of the two-persons-per-room measurement used
in relation to overcrowding by the Registrar-General is
hardly fair, since the latter never refers to it without
carefully adding such words as " its use in the census
implies no judgement whatever as to what in fact con-
stitutes overcrowding." The book is fully annotated and
indexed and in good literary style. It should prove in-
dispensable to the health administrator.

MEDICAL ASPECTS OF HEREDITY
As stated by Professor Freiherr VON VERSCHUER, in his
work on " Heredity-Pathology,"" the first steps in the
practical application of genetics have already been taken
in Germany. A law relating to the prevention of
hereditary disease was passed in 1933, and the Minister
of the Interior has recently issued an order for the notifica-
tion of certain hereditary diseases. The notification is
made to an official physician, whose duty it is to decide
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whether the case is one for sterilization. The case is
thoroughly gone into, and the details of the family and
personal histories of the patient are registered, so that
the author foresees that, in the course of time, the
accumulated information will serve as a basis for the
estimation of the extent of hereditary predisposition in
the entire population. In consequence of this enactment,
not only does the Government need the assistance of
specialists in hereditary disease, but it will be necessary
for the general practitioner, who, as the family doctor,
is in a favourable position for ascertaining personal and
family histories, to possess a knowledge of heredity and
hereditary disease. Professor von Verschuer's book is
intended to serve as a bridge between the purely scien-
tific aspect of heredity and its practical application in
medical practice. A full and clear account is given of the
theory of the subject, describing in the first place the laws
of transmission on Mendelian lines, on mutation, on the
influence of environment, and on constitution and pre-
disposition; and secondly, the special pathology as
exhibited in malformations and diseases of the organs.
A list, covering sixty pages, is given of diseases and
pathological conditions, with statements of what in each
case is known as regards hereditary influence and the
mode of transmission of the defects. In the practical
part of the work the practitioner is instructed in the
means to be taken to recognize the hereditary character
of lesions, the rules governing the prognosis as regards
transmission to descendants of dominant, recessive, sex-
bound, and polymeric defects, and the kind of advice that
the practitioner is in a position to give in the present
state of knowledge as to thie advisability of having children.
Advice is also given for cases in which the problem of
parentage is in question.

Notes on Books
Clinical Methods,7 by Dr. ROBERT HUTCHISON and Dr.
DONALD HUNTER, is now in its tenth edition, has been
reprinted thirty-four times, and has lately entered on its
ninety-fifth thousand, or about a third more than the
total number of registered medical practitioners. Origin-
ally Dr. Hutchison and the late Dr. H. Rainy of
Edinburgh brought out this familiar handbook in 1897,
and now nearly everything has changed except the senior
editor. The present edition has been thoroughly revised,
and changes both of omission and addition made,
especially in the chapters on the clinical examination
of the urine and blood. Dr. W. Russell Brain has given
help in the revision of the chapter on the nervous system,
from which the reviewer learnt that Gordon's reflex is
an extensor response to pinching the tendo Achillis in
upper motor neurone disease and injury. Several new
figures have been introduced into the text, and a successful
coloured plate of the asbestos bodies found in the sputum
of the victims of chronic industrial asbestos pneumono-
coniosis has been added.

If evidence were needed of the increasing popularity of
Black's Medical Dictionary8 it would be found in the fact
that although the last edition, completing 87,000, appeared
less than fifteen months ago, it is now exhausted, and a
new edition, the twelfth, has become necessary. Dr.
COMRIE has used to the full the opportunity thus afforded
to bring the work up to date. Many articles have been
largely rewritten-for example, that on endocrine glands
has been extended, and now gives more detailed informa-
tion concerning the secretions of the ovaries and testicles.
New charts have also been introduced and vital statistics
brought up to date.
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