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Obituary
MICHAEL GRABHAM, M.D., LL.D., F.R.C.P.

Madeira
Dr. Grabham, the patriarch of Madeira, died at Funchal
on January 28th-less than three weeks after his ninety-
fifth birthday. In him the British Medical Journal loses
a very old friend and occasional contributor, who made
a point of calling at the editorial office on his summer
visits to England. He joined the British Medical Asso-
ciation in 1875 and remained a member until two years
ago, when he said " I consider my course is run."
Michael Comport Grabham, youngest son of John

Grabham, M.D., of Rochford, in Essex, was born on
January 9th, 1840. He was educated at King's College,
London, and St. Thomas's Hospital, obtaining the
M.R.C.S.Eng. in 1861, the L.R.C.P.Ed. in 1865, and the
M.D. of Aberdeen University in 1867. Long afterwards

-.

Aberdeen made him an LL.D.
He became M.R.C.P.Lond.
in 1868, and was elected
F.R.C.P. in 1877, three years
before Sir Thomas Barlow,
who now becomes the senior
Fellow at the age of 89.
After six months as house-
surgeon at St. Thomas's Dr.
Grabham went to Madeira in
1861, sailing in the coarse
discomfort of the 200-ton brig
which (as he wrote in his last
contribution to the Times)
has now become the 20,000-
ton liner. At that time the
victims of tubercuilosis filled

the hotels of Funchal, and the active-minded young man
who took medical charge of them had ample opportunity
of studying the effect upon invalids of open-air life in
a warm and equable climate.

In 1865 Dr. Grabham married Mary Blandy, a member
of a well-known family in the island; and in the same
year he published a small practical book on Madeira:
Its Climate and Resources-the first of many writings
on this and kindred topics. Thenceforward, apart from
regular stays in London and in other towns where the
British Association held its annual meetings, the island
was his home, and he has been well described as its
most beloved and influential figure. For many years he
practised there as a consulting physician, but found. time
to indulge in varied intellectual pursuits and hobbies, and
to participate to the full in social life. His was indeed
a genial and kindly nature. He delighted in human
contacts. Dr. Grabham's hospitality was proverbial, and
he seemed to remember everyone he had met in his long
life. With these social gifts he combined the tempera-
ment and outlook of the borfn naturalist. It would be
hard to say which branch of science attracted him most,
but perhaps marine zoology lay nearest to his heart. He
had a wide knowledge of the fish and crustaceans in
Madeira waters; the island flora and fauna were a never-
ending source of pleasure to him; his scientific interests
ranged from entomology to atmospheric electricity, and
from earthquakes to bell-casting. At his house, half-way
up the hill behind Funchal, he had a large collection of
clocks of every sort (including a full-size church clock),
and a two-manual organ, upon which he played with a
musician's skill. -So well known was he as an amateur
organist that he had the honour of giving recitals in
St. Paul's, -the last occasion being soon after the reopen-

ing of the Cathedral in 1930, when he was in his ninetieth
year.
At the centenary meeting of the Geographical Society

in 1907 Dr. Grabham represented the Royal College of
Physicians of London. Fourteen years later he delivered
the Bradshaw Lecture, in which he gave a description
of subtropical esculents from the economic and biological
points of view. A full abstract of this appeared in the
British Medical Journal of November 12th, 1921. His
last contribution to our columns (a short paper on
" Harvey's Ruined Burial Place ") appeared four years
ago as part of the appeal for the rebuilding of the church
tower at Hempstead in Essex.
He leaves two sons and a daughter. One of the sons

is Government geologist in the Sudan, and the other, Dr.
Michael Grabham, is a medical graduate of Cambridge.
[The photograph reproduced is by Lafayette Ltd.]

HENRY WALDO, M.D., M.R.C.P.
Consulting Physician, Bristol Royal Infinnary

We regret to announce the death, on January 25th at
Clifton, of Dr. Henry Waldo. He was for thirty-thrce
years a member of the visiting medical staff of the Bristol
Royal Infirmary, and combined the work of consulting
physician and dermatologist with general practice.
Henry Waldo was born in Bristol in 1846. His

younger brother, the late Dr. F. J. Waldo, was coroner
for the City of London and borough of Southwark. From
Bristol Grammar School Henry Waldo went to the Bristol
Medical School in 1867, and it is interesting to record
that two of his fellow students there, who entered a year
before him, Dr. Conrad Fitzgerald of Newfoundland and
Dr. J. E. Shaw of Clifton, are still with us. Dr. Waldo
continued his medical studies at St. Bartholomew's
Hospital and at the University of Aberdeen, obtaining
the diploma of M.R.C.S.Eng. and the M.B. and C.M.
degrees of Aberdeen in 1871; he proceeded M.D. two years
later. After holding the posts of resident medical officer
at the Royal General Dispensary in London and clinical
assistant at the Royal London Ophthalmic Hospital,
Dr. Waldo returned to Bristol. In 1873 he was appointed
assistant physician to the Royal Infirmary, and within
three years became full physician. In 1880, at the
request of the governors, he took charge of a new depart-
ment for diseases of the skiii, but continued his duties as
general physician until 1907, when he was appointed to
the consulting staff. He became M.R.C.P. in 1888, but
declined in later years to allow his name to be put
forward for election to the Fellowship. I

Dr. Waldo was president of the old Bath and Bristol
Branch of the British Medical Association in 1902; he
was also president of the Bristol Medico-Chirurgical
Society in 1907, and of the Dermatological Society of
Great Britain. His membership of the B.M.A. covered
a period of nearly sixty years. He had been a widower
for the past twenty-six years. One of his sons, Dr. H. C.
Waldo, who also studied at Bart's, is medical super-
intendent of the Nottinghamshire Mental Hospital.

THE LATE DR. M. F. CAHILL
A correspondent writes: The death of Dr. Mark F. Cahill
is a serious loss to the medical community in Belfast,
and will be deeply regretted by his many patients, who
held him in the highest esteem. As mentioned in the
obituary notice printed last week, he was for many years
an ardent member of the council of the Northern Ireland
Branch of the British Medical Association. Dr. Cahill
was an active Freemason, and remained a member of
his lodge for upwards of forty years. In spite of the
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