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of London, gave evidence that on making the injection he left a
quarter-inch of needle exposed, but the patient's spasm. caused
it to break and it disappeared immediately. His reason for not
informing the patient at once was that he had been told by
her husband not unduly to disturb her on account of her
nervous condition. He asked her to go home and get in
touch writh him if the pain became worse, and he tried to
communicate with the husband, but some mistake was made
about the address. Mr. A. R. Banham, F.R.C.S., spoke to
the x-ray appearance, and said that in a less excitable person
than Mrs. Gerber it might have been wvell to let the needle
remain embedded in the muscle as it was. Neither the needle
nor the subsequent operation was near the sciatic nerve. Mr.
Russell John Howard, F.R.C.S., also could find no indication
of sciatica.

In giving judgement, Mr. Justice du Parcq said that there
was no negligence in the performance of the injection, but
when a doctor left any foreign body in a patient it was his
duty, apart from some obvious exceptions, to tell the patient
at once. Dr. Pines had said-and he was justified by the
result-that he believed the needle would remain fixed in the
muscle. But it seemed to the judge that there was less risk
in telling the patienit, notwithstanding her nervous condition,
than in sending her home by omnibus, where the jolting might
move the needle from its position. Damages must be small.
Apart from small items, such as payment for the last injection
(7s. 6d.) and taxi-cab fares, there w'as the patienlt's pain and
suffering on the two or three days before it was revealed that
the needle was in her body. The operation might have taken
place two days earlier, and she was entitled to nominal
damages for that breach. A fair amount to award was
five guineas. He gave judgement accordingly, but without
costs, for the plaintiffs, because, he said, a great part of
their case had failed.

(bituar
BASIL LAVER, M.S., F.R.C.S.

SuLrgeon to the -Northampton General Hospital
We regret to announc.e the death on December 28th of
Mr. Basil Laver, at the early age of 40, after a long illness.
He was one of the outstanding students of his time at
Guy's Hospital, and during the past eight years had
practised with much success as a surgeon in Northampton.

Basil Leslie Laver, son of Harry Laver of Middelburg,
Transvaal, was born in South Africa, and was educated
at Bedford Modern School. When the war broke out he
had already entered at Guy's Hospital. He first joined
the Artists' Rifles, and then served with a commissioin
in the R.F.A. for three years, becoming adjutant and
temporary major. He qualified M.R.C.S. and L.R.C.P.
in 1922, and in the following year graduated M.B., B.S.
Lond. After holding several house appointments at Guy's
he won the Arthur Durham travelling studentship, and
later acted as surgical registrar and assistant surgical tutor
in the medical school. He obtained the F.R.C.S. in 1925,
and the M.S. in 1926. At Northampton he was elected
surgeon to the General Hospital, and he was also. con-
sulting surgeon to the Stamford and Rutland General
Infirmary. Mr. Iaver had been an active worker for
the British Medical Association, and served as honorary
secretary of the Northampton Division in 1927-9.
We are indebted to Dr. J. G. LYON BROWN for the

following appreciation: On behalf of myself and my
practitioner col"eagues may I be allowed to pay a brief
tribute to the memory of my friend, Basil Laver. His
death robs not only Northampton of one of its most dis-
tinguished medical men, but also many others of a friend
whose sincerity and steadfastness will keep his memory
green. I was always struck with his dynamic energy
and capacity for work, his acute inquisitiveness of mind,
and his absolute intolerance of shibboleths of medicine.
He would never accept anything until he had worked it
out, dissected by argument, and proved a statement or

condition. He was always helpful in suggestion and
willing to listen to any argument, for or against, kind,
and courteous in manner and actions. He was the
possessor of an orderly, logical, and relevant mind. Apart
from his loss as an excellent surgeon, his passing leaves
one with a sense of deep pers3nal bereavement.

J. C. LOUGHRIDGE, JUN., M.B., B.CH.
Dispensary Mledical Officer, Templepatrick

It is with great regret that we record the death of Dr.
J. C. Loughridge, jun., of Templepatrick, Co. Antrim,
as the result of a tragic motor accident on December 22nd,
1934, when he was returning home after doing some,
Christmas shopping. He was the only son of Dr. John
Carson Loughridge of Whitewell, Belfast, one of the most
esteemed members of Council of the British Medical Asso-
ciation. Like his father, he was of a most unassuming
nature, and extremely popular with his professional
brethren in and around Belfast. He was beloved of his
patients for his professional skill and his personal interest
in their welfare. No effort was too great a trouble to
Jack Loughridge to alleviate suffering, and his patients
realize that they have lost not only a skilled physician
but also a personal friend.

Dr. Loughridge was a graduate of Queen's University,
Belfast, where he qualified in 1917. He received a tem-
porary commission in the R.A.M.C. during the war, and
took up private practice on the conclusion of hostilities.
In 1924 he was appointed dispensary medical officer at
Templepatrick, and it was within a mile of his home
that the accident occurred. During the past ten years
he had proved a most successful practitioner, and had
endeared himself to his patients throughout his district.
He was an active Freemason and a keen supporter of
outdoor sports, particularly football, golf, and tennis.
A Rugby football match rarely found him an absentee,
and motor racing attracted his interest in the summer
months.

Dr. Loughridge married Winifred, a daughter of the
Rev. Robert Wallace, about eight years ago, by whom
he is survived, with two young children. With them and
with his father deep sympathy is felt in their tragic
bereavement.

We regret to record the death, in Melbourne, Australia,
on October 23rd, 1934, of Dr. HOWARD PERCY WARD, at
the age of 71. He received his medical education at King's
College, London, where he was Sambrooke exhibitioner and
Warneford scholar, and obtained the diploma of M.R.C.S.
Eng. and the L.S.A. in 1887. He graduated M.B.Lond.
in 1894. After holding the appointments of house-
physician and house-surgeon at King's College Hospital,
he went to Southampton as house-surgeon to the Royal
South Hants Infirmary. In his subsequent practice in
Southampton he retained his close connexion with, that
institution, to which, on retirement from the active staff,
he was elected consuilting physician. He had been a
member of the British Medical Association since 1903, and
was an Associate of King's College.

Dr. CHARLES GORDON LENNOX SKINNER of Rh6s-on-Sea,
North Wales, and formerly of Harpurhey, Manchester,
died on December 23rd, 1934, at the age of 83. He was
the last surviving son of James Skinner of Drumin, Glen-
livet, Banffshire. After studying medicine at the Univer-
sity of Aberdeen he graduated M.B. and C.M. in 1873,
and proceeded to the M.D. degree in 1877. Dr. Skinner,
who was a justice of the peace for the city of Manchester
and an honorary life member of the British Red Cross
Society, had been a member of the British Medical Asso-
ciation for fifty years. After retirement from practice he
joined the North Carnarvon and Anglesey Division, and
was elected an associate member of the Manchester
Division. The funeral took place at Christ Church.
Hurpurhey, on December 26th.
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