
1152 JUNE 23, 1934] LETTERS, NOTES, AND ANSWERS r THE BRITISH
r~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~MEDICALJOIURNAIL

Letters, Notes, and Answers
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Financial Secretary and Business Manager.
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QUERIES AND ANSWERS

Guava Leaves for Dysentery
",W. G. T." writes: Has any reader, with South African

experience, knowledge of the treatmen* of dysentery with
a decoction of guava leaves? I am given to understand
that it is extensively used by the natives, and should like
to know the strength and dosage used, and also if there
are any harmful effects.

Insect Bite Causing Gangrene of Finger
Dr. EDWARD C. B. IBOTSON (Jersey) writes: A very healthy
man, aged 33, while picking gooseberries on June 10th, was
bitten on the tip of the right index finger by a small black
beetle; it was tiny, but stuck its proboscis in deeply,
requiring force to remove it. He did not preserve the beetle.
He came to me on the 13th. There was a sulcus in the finger
and a ring of gangrenous skin surrounding and constricting
the end of the digit, great pain, and swelling of the proximal
end. I applied a kaolin poultice. On the 15th I divided the
thick band of gangrenous skin which was strangling the
finger. Kaolin w,as continued. On the 16th there was
much improvement. Has anyone met with a similar case?
And what is the creature which causes dry gangrene? I
have never before encountered such a case.

Vaccine Treatment of Pertussis
Dr. GEOFFREY DUDLEY (Stourbridge) writes: In thee journal

of June 9th (p. 1047), in the reports of societies, Dr. W.
Gunn, discussing whooping-cough, is reported to have said
that " Vaccines prepared from the Bordet-Gengou bacillus
had proved useless-and occasionally dangerous-in treat-
ment." I have used vaccine for treatment in many cases,
apparently with success, and certainly without ill effect,
but I should be glad to know what the possible dangers are.

Pruritus with Jaundice
Dr. S. LIE1GH COX (Torquay) writes, in-answer to the inquiry
made by " P. J. M." in the Journal of June 16th, with
reference to intolera-ble itching caused by jaundice: I have
found that in similar cases the administration of calomel,
1/10 or 1/6 grain t.d.s., materially improves the pruritus.
I usually recommend that the patient has a week "on"
and a week " off" this regime, continuing the alternate-
week system until relief is obtained. I find that small doses
such as these are well tolerated, even where there is
normally an idiosyncrasy to calomel.

Dr. F. B. JULIAN (Liverpool) writes: I would suggest
dolichos pruriens. I have been able to control this mad-
deningf symptom with this drug when no other measure
had the slightest effect. The tincture may be obtained
from Messrs. Nelson, 73, Duke Street, Grosvenor Square,
London, Xr. 1, in the lx- potency. The dose is twto to
three drQps thrice daily in water.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.

Reflex Effects of Head Posture
Dr. A. MURDOCTI (Bexhill) writes: Is anv significance to be

attached to the results of the experiments on the decere-
brate animal, and, if so, can they be applied in any shape
or form to the prevention and treatment of disease? The
decerebrate animal is an automaton to all intents and pur-
goses, as the conscious directing faculty has been destroyed,
ut it presents certain constant characteristics-niamely,

(1) a greater degree of tonicity of all the voluntary muscles
of the body, producing a greater degree of rigidity through-
out the body; (2) what is most striking-a responsiveness of
any alteration of the position of the head in its relation to
the spine. If it is true of the decerebrate animal that the
position of the head in its relation to the spine produces
these responses throughout the whole body, does it apply
to the cerebrate conscious animal man? The decerebrate
animal caninot alter the position of its own head, but cere-
brate man can, and yet for all practical purposes man does
not alter the poise of his head from its habitual static
position when engaged in any activity. Is the reason for
this to be sought in the decerebrate animal experiments-
namely, that if he were to alter the relative position of the
head to the spine he would automatically alter reflexly all
the relationships of his body parts, and thus produce a con-
dition which is so unfamiliar to him as to prevent him from
doing easily, if at all, what he intended to do? If this is
so-and it can be shown that bodily coniformation and the
relationships of the internal organs depend on the position
of the head-then, by altering the position of the heacl,
changes in the bodily conformation and relationships of the
internal organs can be effected and used in the prevention
and treatment of disease. I have been prompted to write
this letter because of a personal experience. I wished to
know if any change took place in the position of my own
stomach after a barium meal, -when I changed the position
of my head from a forward and upward position to a back-
ward and downward position. Dr. Overend, the radiologist
to the Buchanan Hospital, St. Leonards, and to the Bexhill
Cottage Hospital, watched the screen and then took two
photographs on the same film. He noticed that the level
of the stomach varied as much as three inches in the two
positions. I-fe also noticed that the bases of both lungs
shQw\ed greater clearness in the first than in the second
posltion. Can this be produced by anvone contracting
his abdominal muscles without any reference to a change
in the position of the head? Many practical questions
might be asked of oui physiologists, but the following
appear to me to be of primary importance: Does it matter
how anyone carries his head? Does the position of the
head affect our bodily conformation and all our automatic
reflexes? Does it affect the functioning of the abdominal
parietes as an efficient abdominal support to the abdominal
organs, to say nothing of the support of the abdominal
blood pool? I-Las it any effect on the functioning and
tonicity of the voluntary muscular system? Does it afiect
the movements of the thorax with corresponding effects on
the lungs and heart?

Disclaimer
Dr. A. J. BYRNE (Leyton, E.10) writes to disclaim any respon-

sf'bility for a laudatory reference to him by a patient, which
has appeared in a local newspaper. The notice was pub-
lisshed withou,t his knowledge or consent.

"Indoxyluria and. Indoxylaemia"
A Correction

The reference to the journal from -which abstract No. 478,
in our Epitome of June 16th (p. 9,3), was made was
erroneously printed. It should read Bull. et, Menz. de la
Soc. de Med. de Paris, April 13th, 1934, p. 247.

Mr. Henry Kimpton, medical publisher and bookseller, 263,
High HIolborn, W.C.1, has issued a new catalogue of second-
hand works on urology, and will send copies to any reader
who applies.,

Vacancies
Notifications of offices vacant in universities, medical colleges.
and of vacant resident and other appointments at hospitals,
will be found at pages 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 46, and 47
of our advertisement columns, and advertisements as to
partnerships, assistantships, and locumtenencies at pages
44 and 45.
A short summary of vacant posts notified in the advertise-

ment columns appears in the Supplement at page 332.
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