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THE LATE DR. JAMES ANDERSON
Dr. W. F. J. WHITLEY, county medical officer for
Northumberland, writes:
By the death of Dr. James Anderson of Seaton Delaval,

of whom an obituary notice appeared last week, the pro-
fession has lost a very fine and representative type of
general practitioner. Dr. Anderson took a very great
interest in everything appertaining to the work of the
St. John Ambulance Association. He was an enthusiastic
lecturer on the subject, and devoted much time to train-
ing students, examining candidates for certificates, and
adjudicating at competitions, at which he was a very
popular judge. It was a great pleasure to watch him at
these contests, especially in the colliery districts of
Northumberland and Durham, in some of which he had
adjudicated annually for the past thirty years. It speaks
volumes for the confidence reposed in his judgement that
his decisions were accepted year after year by local
aspirants for cup honours without demur or question. He
was for some years assistant county commissioner, and
it gave great satisfaction to his many Ambulance friends
when he was appointed a Commander of the Order of
St. John of Jerusalem. It is asserted that he was the
first medical man to go down a pit for the purpose of
rendering surgical assistance to injured miners, and he
introduced into this district the Low Moor jacket, which
is a convenient form of vertical stretcher. At the out-
break of war Dr. Anderson was actually in camp as
medical officer to the Northern Cyclists' Battalion, and
very soon proceeded over-seas, where he remained until
demobilization at the conclusion of hostilities. He was
acting major and adjutant of his unit, retiring with the
rank of captain. He was a prominent member of the
British Legion, and took a great interest in its work.
As a raconteur he was particularly successful. His wide
and cultured reading gave him a very catholic view of
life. He was possessed of a very fine library, and one
seldom applied to him in vain for literary assistance;
if he was not himself able to supply the information he
knew where it could be found. An old member of the
British Medical Association, he always endeavoured, if
possible, to attend the Annual Representative Meeting,
making it part of his holiday.

CHARLES PORTER, M.D. R.U.I.
Late M.O.H. for Johannesburg

On March 14th, a few weeks before his seventieth birth-
day, Dr. Charles Porter, late medical officer of health
for Johannesburg, died of heart failure following coronary
thrombosis at Muizenberg, Capetown, South Africa.

Charles Porter was born in Cork in 1864, was educated
there, and subsequently in Dublin and at University
College, London. Intending to enter the Army or the
Indian Medical Service, he graduateed M.D., B.Ch., B.A.O.
in 1889 (with honours and an exhibition). His sight proving
insufficiently good for the strict tests of the home and Indian
military medical services, he took a certificate in mental
diseases and the diploma in public health at Cambridge.
In 1890 he was appointed assistant medical officer of
health for East Kent, and in 1893 became medical
officer of health for Stockport, a post which he held for
five years. It was there that he showed his thorough
grasp of public health matters, and under his stimulus
Stockport became one of the first corporations to deal
effectively with the question of maternal education.
A health visitor was appointed to pay occasional visits
to each school in order to supplement by demonstration
the instruction given by the regular teachers. This work,
initiated by Dr. Porter, was carried on by his successor.
In 1898 Dr. Porter was called to the Bar, and in 1901,
whilst vice-president of the Society of Medical Officers of
Health, he was invited by the Chief Medical Officers of
the Local Government Board and of the London County
Council to apply-as he did successfully-for the post of
medical officer of health for Johannesburg.

Under the administration of Johannesburg by the first
municipal council, nominated by Lord Milner, were laid
the foundations of a public health service second to none
in Africa.. Dr. Porter's organization has stood the test
of time, and has achieved results that are both encourag-
ing and noteworthy. During his tenure of office the
European death rate of Johannesburg decreased by
31 per *cent., the incidence of enteric fever by 87 per
cent., and the mortality from pneumonia by nearly 50 per
cent. The immense improvement made in the mining
capital during the last twventy years is often attributed to
wealth and industry, but a large measure of thanks is
due to the pioneer efforts of Dr. Porter, who changed
what was practically a slummy barrack town into a clean
and sanitary city. Its progress offered a striking proof
of his close touch with modern methods and scientific
thought, while his service on various commissions was
valuable in introducing highly necessary legislation, both
provincial and Union. Besides organizing an efficient
public health department, he put through schemes for
purification of the city's water supplies, child welfare,
disease prevention, control of milk supply, and disposal
of refuse and sewage. In addition, he acted as consulting
adviser to the Rand Water Board, member of the Public
Health Council of the Union, specialist adviser in military
hygiene to the Union Defence Force, and member of
numerous Government commissions relating to educa-
tion, hospitals, mining regulations, housing, and prisons.

Dr. Porter was a man of broad, generous sympathy,
plain-spoken, sincere of purpose, honest, and unselfish.
His character and the influence he always exerted on
behalf of progress and improvement won him the respect
of all who worked with or under him.

Dr. WVILLIAM SANDERSON, who died on April 15th at
his residence in Croxteth Grove, Liverpool, was born in
1882, and received his medical education at Edinburgh,
where he graduated M.B., Ch.B. in 1903, and won the
Sheen medal for surgery. After holding house appoint-
ments at the Stanley Hospital, Liverpool, and the South-
port Infirmary, he began general practice in Southport
in 1907, specializing in diseases of the ear, nose, and
throat. During the war he continued his specialty in
the Myrtle V.A.D. Auxiliary Hospital, Liverpool, and for
two and a half years was similarly occupied in the
R.A.M.C. He was appointed honorary laryngologist and
aurist to the Royal Southern Hospital, Liverpool, and
the Southport Infirmary. Among his appointments were
those of surgeon to the Liverpool Ear, Nose, and Throat
Clinic, senior honorary aurist to the Ear and Eye Infir-
mary, Liverpool, and laryngologist and aurist to the
National Union of Teachers and the National Association
of Local Government Officers. He was a Fellow of the
Royal Society of Medicine. He joined the British Medical
Association in 1908, and contributed articles to the British
Medical Joutrnal and elsewhere on throat and nose work.
He was a swift and skilful operator, and won high
appreciation for his diagnostic ability and resourcefulness.

The Services

DEATHS IN THE SERVICES
Colonel William Henry Wilson Elliot, D.S.O., Bengal

Medical Service (ret.), died at Torquay on March 18th,
aged 69. He was born on October 7th, 1864, at Raipur,
in the Central Provinces of India, was educated at Guy's,
and took the M.R.C.S. and L.S.A. in 1886 * also subsequently
graduated M.B.Lond. in 1895, and took the D.P.H. of
the London Colleges in 1911. He entered the I.M.S. as
surgeon on March 31st, 1887, taking the Montefiore surgical
prize in the Army Medical School at Netley, became lieu-
tenant-colonel after twenty years' service, and retired on
November 15th, 1908. When the war of 1914-18 began he
rejoined for service, and held the post of registrar of the
Pavilion military hospital for Indian troops at Brighton till
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