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Graves's disease already exists, pregnancy may make it
worse. Is this due to infection? Some people may think
that preg,nancy itself is an infection, since they assign
the metabolic aberrations so often occurring in it to what
they' call " toxins." A man gets pneumonia: marked
albuminuria develops; without any ado it is attributed
to infection. Judgement is made without considering all
the eviden-ce; it is enough to know that on the heels of
the " infected " state-a carious tooth, an enlarged tonsil,
a pregnant uterus, an iniflamed lung-appeared the
metabolic aberration.

Is it not time to ask, Whither medicine? Is not the
tendency a return towards the superstition of the Middle
Ages, with its correlated therapy, as depicted in Macbeth,
Act IV, Scene i? Surely, we want inore efficient brakes.
We want even to stop and look round--even to think.
Otherwise the word " infection " will lose its connotation.
-I am, etc.,
Rugby, AMarch 10th. R. H. PARAMORE, F.R.C.S.

Tonsillectomy: Complete or Partial
SIR,-In reply to the question asked by Dr. Freer in

his letter in -the Journal of March ord (p. 406), I would
like to say that I am in entire agreement with what
Dr. T. B. Jobson states in his letter in your issue of
March 17th (p. 506).

Diseased tonsils should be completely removed, and in
the young up to the age of 8 to 10, and sometimes 12,
they can be perfectly enucleated by the guillotine, by the
Whillis-Sluder method. It is purely a personal matter
whether the one method (guillotine) or the other (dissec-
tion) is done, but in experienced hands-and they must
be experienced-the guillotine method is quicker, and
produces less trauma and less shock to these young
patients. Convalescence is also shortened. For adults,
and for those over 10 to 12 years of age, dissection is
the only reliable method.-I am, etc.,

A. MACKENZIE Ross, M.B.,
Poole, Dorset, March 18th. Ch.B., D.L.O.

Collective Suggestibility
SIR,-The Occult Committee of the Magic Circle, of

which I am chairman, is collecting and analysing the
evidence for the rope trick. I need hardly say that this is
of the weakest nature. Every claim to have seen it breaks
down on investigation. The last resource of a number
of these people is that they were hypnotized. My com-
mittee would be most grateful if some of your readers
who are experts in hypnotism would give us their assist-
ance. I have endeavoured to read up the subject, and
can nowhere find the slightest reason to believe that any
man has the power to induce hypnosis in a number of
people gathered-round him and at some distance from
him, without their co-operation and without the oppor-
tunity of hypnotizing them individually and by the use
of ordinary methods. The contention that the onlookers
are so effectively hypnotized that they cannot get up
and walk to the edge of the veranda on which they are
seated in order to settle simply and easily what has
happened to the boy at the top of the rope strikes me
as absurd.

It may be said that this is not hypnotization, but
suggestion. I find it very difficult to believe that normal,
healthy-minded people can, under the influence of sug-
gestion, b2lieve anything so grotesque as that a rope is

thrown into the air and stays there erect, defying the
laws of gravity, that a boy climbs it and disappears, etc.
It seems much more probable that the people who come
forward with such stories have a morbid desire for the
limelight. I do not suggest that in all cases they are
deliberately uttering falsehoods, though in some cases
it is difficult to exclude this possibility. I think
that some of them actuallv believe the stories they
tell.

It will not, I think, be hard to trace to their source
and lay for good and all the absurd stories about photo-
graphs- that have been taken without result of any kind.
I call them absurd, because I am convinced that the rope
trick, as usually described, is never attempted. It is
a sheer myth, but I should greatly value the opinion
of some of your readers as to this idea of collective
hypnotism or collective suggestibility. I am not chal-
lenging that a good speaker or a good actor can suggest
all sorts of things to an audience, as, for instance, when
a conjurer, after throwing up a ball a number of times,
palms it, drops it out of the way, and following what
would have been its flight with his eye, mystifies his
audience as to what has become of the ball. This is a
comparatively simple thing to do, but that he could

put across " the same thing with the rope trick appears
to me absurd. I think it is a duty incumbent on those
who have the knowledge and the experience to show up
the flimsy basis on which so many of these so-called
scientific experiments rely.-I am, etc.,

R. H. ELLIOT, M.D.,
London, W.1, March 10th. Lieut.-Colonel, late IM..S.

Chilblains
SIR,-Dr. Ingram, in the Journal of December 23rd,

133, writes to suggest a treatment for chilblains. He
tells us what he considers the cause-namely, sluggish
peripheral circulation-and claims that the treatment ho
suggests is therefore rational. I am not wishing to deny
it, but to my mind he is rather like Naaman, who pre-
ferred Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, etc., to
the humble Jordan.

I would suggest as my " Jordan " a method of treat-
ment advocated by my teachers in Edinburgh, and one
which I have personally found very effective in practice.
An elastic band, half an inch or so in width, is applied
round each wrist sufficiently tightly to cause just enough
venous congestion to render the hands faintly blue. This
is left on for ten to fifteen minutes. When removed the
hands should be held above the head for a minute or two
till the colour returns to normal. (For practical purposes
a convenient routine to suggest to the patient is to apply
the bands on rising from bed and wear them till he, or
she, has finished dressing.) This is done daily for several
weeks, and in addition to being most effective in prevent-
ing troubre in the susceptible, is also remarkably efficient
in those with established lesions and even cracked,
chapped hands as well.
My most successful case was an elderly gentleman of

over 70, who had had much trouble with his hands every
winter for years. He had tried much medication, in-
cluding calcium. He employed the above treatment as
soon as the cold weather -began, and throughout the
winter had not even a suspicion of a chilblain. It would
seem to me that this method is just as rational as the
thyroid medication advocated by Dr. Ingram, and ha.s
this advantage, in addition, that it is less expensive.-
I am, etc.,

GORDON C. GILLISON, M.B., Ch.B.
Harikowv, China, January 26th.
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