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developing this line of work, and the Boer War once more
recalled him to the duties of a civil surgeon with the
British forces, until peace was signed and his life took a
new, but no less vigorous, turn. Elected to membership
of the British Medical Association in 1895, Dr. Darley-
Hartley had formed a clear view of what such an institu-
tion might be capable in South Africa. Already an
experienced journalist, he determined to try to succeed
where others had previously failed, and accordingly he
founded the South African Medical Record, which was
to be a mouthpiece of unfettered medical opinion. He
inevitably encountered opposition, both to some of the
views and also to the way in which they were expressed.
Foes as well as friends multiplied, and his previous life
had not been of a kind to soften his attitude in con-
troversy. As a member of the Cape of Good Hope
(Western) Branch Council in 1904, and the Cape Colony
Medical Council, of which he was at one time president,
he made his strength of purpose felt, and eventually in
medical circles, as previously in the country as a whole,
ways of making peace were found.

Reporting on his visit to South Africa in 1926 (B.M.J.
Supplement, 1926, i, 234) the then Medical Secre-
tary, Dr. Cox, described Dr. Darley-Hartley as one " who
occupies in South Africa a position suggesting an unofficial
combination of the Editor of the B.M.J. and the Medical
Secretary." Thus, when 1926 was reached, and the
Medical Association of South Africa came into being, the
South African Medical Record was accepted as its official
organ under the title of the Journal of the Medical Asso-
ciation of South Africa (B.M.A.). After editing the paper
in its new form for two years he retired, and was appointed
emeritus editor. In the same year he headed the poll
at the election of the new South Africa Medical Council.
Further recognition of his outstan6ing merits followed
in 1933, when he was awarded the gold medal of the
Medical Association of South Africa (B.M.A.), and elected
an honorary member. His latter days were spent in his
home near Groote Schuur-once the abode of another who
gave his heart to South Africa-and in the suburbs of
Capetown, where he had in the end won his way through
strife to peace and honour.

THE LATE DR. A. G. BARRS
Dr. C. H. CATTLE (consulting physician, Nottingham
General Hospital) writes: In the notices of the late Dr.
Barrs of Leeds in your issue of March 10th I do not see
any reference to his very valuable paper in the British
Medical journal for May 10th, 1890, on "The Tuberculous
Nature of So-called Simple Pleuritic Effusion." This view
of pleurisy was at the time almost revolutionary. Text-
books ascribed simple pleurisy to " cold," " idiopathic
causes," " rheumatism," " blows on the chest," etc.,
but never mentioned tubercle as a cause of primary
pleurisy. Dr. Douglas Powell had already raised the
question whether some " simple pleurisies " might not
be tuberculous. He was familiar with the fact, now so
well established, that " simple pleurisy " was often
followed by phthisis. Dr. Barrs frankly stated his dis-
belief in the influence of cold as.a cause of disease: as
our knowledge of imzicrobic causes has increased, by so
much have the fields of' ".cold " and " idiopathy "

diminished. He examined the records of the Leeds
General Infirmarv for 1880-4, and found that twenty-one
out of seventy-four cases of simple pleurisy resulted in
death within five years from some other tuberculous
affection. A recent modern textbook ascribes the majority
of cases of pleurisy to the tuibercle bacillus, allowing chill
or injury as depressing and contributory causes. Dr. Barrs
was one of the first in this countrv to give expression to
this view of the origin of pleurisy, basing his opinion
onl careful observation, and has thus earned a place
among the many great men who have added to our
knowledge of tuberculosis.

We regret to announce the death on March 8th of Dr.
WrLLIAM, WILKING STABB of Torquay. From Cambridge,
where he graduated with honours in the Natural.Sciences
Tripos in 1887, he went to St. Thomas's Hospital, and
obtained the M.B. and B.Ch. degrees in 1890, proceeding
M.D. three years later. At St. Thomas's he won the
Mead Medal for practical medicine, and served as resident
house-physician. He then began general practice at
Torquay, and at the age of 26 was appointed physician to
St. Raphael's Convalescent Home, administered by the
Clewer Sisterhood; he was also for many years medical
officer to the St. Barnabas Home fot Incurables. He had
been a member of the British Medical Association for
forty-three years. We have received from the Hon. Lady
Leveson-Gower a tribute to Dr. Wilking Stabb's fatherly
care of the patients at St. Raphael's Home, where he
earned the devotion and gratitude of all. He worked
assiduously with the various sisters superior who succeeded
one another, and never failed in his skilful attendance
and kindness to the patients. " In 1892," writes this
correspondent, " I was a girl of 22 dying slowly from
myxoedema, for which nothing could then be done. In
the autumn of that year Dr. Stabb learned of raw sheep's
thyroid as a cure, two women in Scotland having benefited
through this discovery. Dr. Stabb, young as he was,
absoluitely inexperienced both as regards the illness and
the cure, took that responsibility against the advice and
warning of other doctors both in London and at Torquay
-with the result that I recovered sight, hair, figure,
speech, and movement, and lived to enjoy excellent
health. "

We regret to record the death of Dr. CHRISTOPHER
THOMAS HELSHAM of Beccles on March 3rd, at the early
age of 39. His medical education was somewhat inter-
rupted by the war. He held a commission as surgeon
probationer R.N., and was awarded the D.S.C. After
studying at Newcastle and Guy's Hospital, he obtained
the diplomas M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. in 1919. His early
appointments included house-surgeon at Guy's Hospital
and the Norfolk and Norwich Hospital. Continuing to
specialize in surgery, he settled at Beccles and was
appointed surgeon to the local hospital. He was the
author, in 1921, of an article in the British Medical
Journal on a case of strangulated scrotal hernia with a
volvulus of the small intestine in the inguinal canal.
Dr. Helsham was a keen supporter of the British Medical
Association. He was a Representative at the Annual
Meeting at Bradford in 1924, and again at the Meeting at
Nottingham in 1926, and had been chairman of the North
Suffolk Division. He was also a member of the Norwich
Medico-Chirurgical Society.

We regret to announce the death on March 7th, at the
age of 78, of Dr. THOMAS GEORGE AINSLEY, at West
Hartlepool, where he had resided for seventy years. Dr.
Ainsley received the diploma of M.R.C.S. in 1877 and
the degree of M.B.Durham in 1880, proceeding M.D. in
1887. Dr. Ainsley was a justice of the peace for the
county borough of West Hartlepool, and consulting
surgeon to the Hartlepools Hospital and Cameron
Hospital, West Hartlepool. He had been a member of
the British Medical Association for fifty years. By a sad
coincidence his brother, Mr. F. W. Ainsley, died the
same day.

The death is announced, on March 2nd, at the age of 68,
of Dr. THOMAS STEELE of Ardmuir, Cadzow Street,
Hamilton, N.B. A native of Fauldhouse, Dr. Steele
graduated M.B., C.M.Ed. in 1891. A-fter practising for
a short time in West Iartlepool he became assistant to
Drs. Lennox and Crawford in Hamilton forty-two years
ago, and later succeeded the latter as senior partner,
retiring in I133. He held the position of surgeon to the
Lanarkshire County Police, medical o ficer to the Post
Office, and certifying factory surgeon for the Hamilton
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