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Medical News
The following special discussions have been arranged at

the Royal Society of Medicine (1, Wimpole Street, W.):
On Wednesday, March 7th, at 8.30 p.m., on haematemesis,
by a joint meeting of the Sections of Surgery and
Medicine; and on Thursday, March 1l5th, at 8.30 p.m.,
by the Sections of Neurology and Disease in Children,
on the nervous complications of the acute fevers and
exanthemata.
The twenty-fourth annual general meeting of the Ladies'

Guild of the Royal Medical Benevolent Fund will be
held at British Medical Association House, Tavistock
Square, W.C., on Wednesday, March 7th, at 3 p.m., with
Lady Cheatle in the chair. Speaker, Dame Madge Kendal,
followed by a reception.
The annual meeting of members of the Cremation

Society will be held at 23, Nottinghan,. Place, W., on
Thursday, March 8th, at 3.30 p.m.
An address entitled " Science, Philosophy, and Religion "

will be given before the British Institute of Philosophy
by the Dean of St. Paul's, at University College, Gower
Street, W.C., on Tuesday, March 13th, at 8.15 p.m.
Cards of admission can be obtained from the Director of
Studies, at University Hall, 14, Gordon Square, W.C.1.
A lecture on the theory and practice of contraception

will be given to medical students on Tuesday, March 13th,
at 6 p.m., at the Walworth Women's Welfare Centre,
153A, East Street, S.E. 17. Practical demonstrations will
be given at 6 and 7 p.m. on March 20th and 27th.
Students attending a demonstration are requested to bring
rubber gloves with them. The lectures are open to all
those who have completed their gynaecological course.
Tickets (2s. 6d.) adimitting to the lecture are to be applied
for in advance.

Part II of the series of lectures and practical courses of
instruction for the diploma in psychological medicine at
the Maudsley Hospital commenced on February 26th
and will be continued during March, April, and May.
The fee for the whole of Part II is £10 10s. Inquiries as
to lectures, fees, etc., should ;be addressed to Dr. F.
Golla, honorary director of the medical school, Maudsley
Hospital, Denmark Hill, S.E.5.
The Fellowship of Medicine and Post-Graduate Medical

Association (1, Wimpole Street, W.) announces that the
eighth lecture-demonstration on anaemia, by Dr. Clark-
Kennedy, at 11, Chandos Street, W., will be given on
March 6th, at 2.30 p.m. The subject on March 13th will
be iron and liver. A week-end course on clinical surgery
will be given at the Royal Albert Dock Hospital on
March 10th and 11th, occupying the whole of each day.
A demonstration of neurological cases will be given by
Dr. L. R. Yealland, at the National Temperance Hospital,
Hampstead Road, on March 10th, at 3 p.m., and a whole-
day course in orthopaedics, at the Royal National Ortho-
paedic Hospital, from March 12th to 24th. Other forth-
coming courses include a-week-end course in chest diseases
at the Brompton Hospital, March 24th and 25th ; infants'
diseases at the Infants Hospital, April 9th to 21st;
proctology at St. Mark's Hospital, April 9th to 14th;
rheumatism at the British Red Cross Clinic, on Tuesday
and Thursday evenings, April 10th to 26th. Detailed
syllabuses of all courses may be obtained from the
Fellowship.
The fifty-eighth congress of the German Society of

Surgery will be held at the Langenbeck-Virchow House,
Berlin, from April 4th to 7th, under the presidency of
Kischner of Thbingen, when the subjects for discussion
wilf be the treatment of pyogenic infections and their
sequelae, introduced by Lexer, and the surgery of gastro-
intestinal cancer, introduced by Goetze.
The seventh congress of the German Society for Investi-

gation of the Circulation will be held at Bad Kissingen
on April 16th and 17th, whenl the subject for discussion
will be thrombosis and embolism, introduced by Geh. Rat
Professors L. Aschoff of Freiburg, P. Morawitz of

Leipzig, and L. Nurnberger of Halle. Further informa-
tion can be obtained from the secretary, Professor E.
Koch, Bad Nauheim.
The second conference of the Alliance Scientifique et

Medicale Franvaise was held at Bordeaux on February 3rd,
and illustrated the closeness of the relation between
medicine and biology. After showing some films, including
two illustrating the laws of reflexes and the clinical evolu-
tion and treatment of syphilis, Dr. Claoue urged the impor-
tance of attention being devoted to hospital accountancy
in connexion with public assistance cases more particularly.
The next conference has been fixed for April 7th at
Bordeaux. Further information may be obtained from
Dr. Claoue, 39, rue Scheffer, Paris, XVIe.
The Royal Society of Medicine announces that the

tenure of the William Gibson Research Scholarship has
been extended to Dr. Audrey E. Russell, the present
holder, for the third year; and that the fourth award of
the Nichols Prize has been divided equally between the
essays submitted by Dr. J. Smith of Aberdeen and Dr.
Ronald Hare of Queen Charlotte's Maternity Hospital,
London.
About 150 medical graduates accepted invitations from

the University of London Medical Graduates Society for
the At Home held at B.M.A. House, Tavistock Square,
by courtesy of the British Medical Association. After tea
the company was greatly entertained by the interesting
film on antimalarial work in the Empire, demonstrated
by Major Lockwood Stevens ; thereafter parties were
conducted over the building and- found great interest,
especially in the setting up of the British Medical Journal.
Particulars as to membership of the society can be
obtained from the, honorary secretaries, 11, Chandos
Street, W.l.

Geh. Med.-Rat Professor M. Borst has been nominated
president of the German Committee of the Campaign
against Cancer.

Letters, Notes, and Answers
All communications in regard to editorial business should be addressed

to The EDITOR, British Medical Journal, B.M.A. House, Tavistock
Square, W.C.I.

ORIGINAL ARTICLES and LETTERS forvarded for publication
are understood to be offered to the British Aledical Jcutrnial alone
unless the contrary be stated. Correspondents who wish notice to
be taken of their communications should authenticate them with
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Authors desiring REPRINTS of their articles published in the British
Medical Journal must communicate with the Financial Secretary
and Business Manager, British MIedical Association House, Tavi-
stock Square, W.C.1, on receipt of proofs. Authors over-seas
should indicate on MISS. if reprints are required, as proofs are
not sent abroad.
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Financial Secretary and Business MIanager.

The TELEPHONE NUMBER of the British Medical Association
and the Britisht Medical Journal is EUSTON 2111 (internal
exchange, four lines).

The TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESSES are:
EDITOR OF THE BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, Aitiology

Westceent, Londont.
FINANCIAL SECRETARY AND BUSINESS MANAGER

(Advertisements, etc.), Articulate Westcent, Lonzdont.
MEDICAL SECRETARIY, Medisecra JVestceuit, Loncdonz.

The addlress of the Irish Office of the British Illedical Association is
18, 1Kildare Street, Dublin (telegramns: Bacillts, Dutblinl- tele-
phone: 62550 Dublin), and of the Scottislh Office, 7, Drumnsheugh
Gardens, Edinburgh (telegrams: Associate, Edinbutrgh; telephoue:
24361 EdinbuLrgh). _

QUERIES AND ANSWERS

Treatment of Actinomycosis
Dr. P. B. PINKERTON (West Kirby, Cheshire) writes: I would

be grateful for any information regarding any new develop-
ments in the treatment of actinom-ycosis. I have a severe
case at present Nvhich is not going 'vell. Deep x-rav
therapy, iodine (Lugol's solution) by the mouth, and iodinlo
intravenously have not provedI of much benefit. Is there
any truth in tlhe statemenit. which I heard from French
soutrces, thaLt tl)ere are cases in which iodinie is definitely
harrnftll ?
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Chronic Gonococcal Infection
Dr. J. SANDISON CRABBE (Birmingham) writes in answer to

" Perplexed ": This is no doubt a case of chronic prostatic
infection. I have cleared up more than a dozen cases with
diathermy to the prostate, after Cumberbatch's method.
Some of these have been of fifteen years' standing.
" Perplexed " should read Cumberbatch and Robinson's
book Treatmentt of Gonococcal Infection by Diathermy.

Pruritus Ani
M. O." writes: The discussion in your columns prompts
me to call. attention to the fact that many people
suffer from a minor form of this complaint, which is un-
doubtedly due to an incorrect diet, disappears on correction
of this, and reappears on resumption of the causative foods.
The latter is especially prone to occur during a temporary
absence from home. I have not been able to satisfy myself
fully whether this is merely an avoidance of a constipating
diet or whether there is some other factor-for example, the
relative acidity or alkalinity of the faeces or some change
in their bacterial composition dependent on the diet. I
strongly suspect that it is not merely a matter of constipa-
tion, but would like enlightenment on this point if any
of your readers are in a position to give it. In my personal
experience bread, and especially new bread, is the most
potent cause of pruritus of this kind, and I have found
that the substitution of potatoes and the inclusion of fresh
fruit and vegetables brings about a complete disappearance
of the discomfort. An excess of meat also seems to pro-
duce pruritus, but not to the same extent as bread and
puddings, etc., made of flour. The substitution of whole-
meal bread does not, I think, make any difference.

Calot's Solution For.mula
S. A. D. M." writes with reference to " G. B.'s " inquiry:
The solution consists of the following: guaiacol, 1 gram
creosote, 5 grams; ether, 30 c.cm.; iodoform, 10 grams; olive
oil, 70 c.cm. This formula is that published in the Medical
Journal and Record (October 4th, 1933). Instructions should
be given to the chemist that before adding ether the mixture
should be gradually heated in olive oil until the iodoform is
completely dissolved and the mixture clear. This is the
same as in Martindale's Extra Pharmacopoeia, except that
in it liquid paraffin is used instead of olive oil ; most might
prefer to use the former.

Income Tax
Deduction for Rental Value

J. L." inquires what small book can be recommended
dealing with income tax, and what he should deduct for
rental value of the house he owns.

* * A useful little book is Income Tax and the Pro-
fessional Man, published at 4s. 6d. by Crosby, Lockwood
and Son, Stationer's Hall Court, Ludgate Hill, E.C.4. It
is difficult to advise on the proportion of rent, or rental
value, which should be deducted as a professional expense;
so much depends'on the ratio of professional to private use.
As a rouglh guide we may perhaps say that where there
are a waiting and a consulting room on the ground floor, and
a garage used mainly for, professional purposes, a common
allowance -would be one-half ; where the professional use
is less than normal possibly one-third would be fair.
Deductions for rates (and, frequently, lighting and heating
costs) would follow the same ratio.

Motor Expenses: Surgery away from Residence
RoSARINA " uses a car (a) for travelling to his surgery-
about a mile from his residence, (b) visiting hospitals as a
visiting surgeon, and (c) to a slight extent for visiting
patients. Do these count as professional purposes, and
should he claim the depreciation allowance?

*** Items (b) and (c) are undoubtedly " professional
(a) is open to 'argument, and in strictness may be dis-
allovable, but the authorities seldom seem to object where
there is a reasonable amount of clear professional use.
Depreciation should be claimed, 'and when the car is
renewed a claim for " obsolescence " allowance should be
made-that is, for the deduction of the loss on sale less
the amount of depreciation allowance received.

New Proprietorship-Cash Basis
"S. W." took' over his present practice on January 1st,
1933, but took over no book debts. On a cash basis-
which was accepted for his previous practice-his profits
for 1933 would be £g470, but he is told that " for the first
three years he must pay tax on every book debt at full
value." The 1933 profits on that basis amount to £798.

*** Tax is payable on profits whether they have been
received in cash or are still outstanding as debts. S, W.,)
however, is entitled to value those debts individually, andl
can claim to deduct, as a " bad debts reserve," the exc'ess
of the nominal or gross amount of the debts over their fair
value. This applies for three years, after which the Revenue
authorities are usually prepared to assume that the cash
receipts of the year will approximate- close enough to the
value of the year's bookings to serve as a reliable index
of the gross income of the practice. It is presumed that
he is not paying tax on delayed receipts from his former
practice.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.

Greenstick Fracture in a Male aged 21
Dr. R. SALISBURY WOODs, F.R.C.S. (Cambridge), writes: I

think this case may be of some interest, and I should be
glad to hear whether many of your readers have seetn
similar fracture in an adult. An undergraduate aged
21* years fell heavily on the point of his right shoulder
in tackling another man, who fell on top of him. There
was an audible " crack " and he experienced severe pain
in the region of the clavicle and went off the field. I saw
him that evening, when the clavicle presented an exaggerated
bowing and extreme tenderness about the middle, but no
swelling of the soft parts. It seemed to me that he must
have a greenstick fracture, but I must confess that when
I sent him for x-ray examination I felt that my diagnosis
might be corrected. However, the skiagram confirmed the
diagnosis, there being a definite split in the upper surface,
and no solution of continuity of the lower.

British Industries House
The proposal to establish a permanent medical exhibition

at British Industries House, Marble Arch, W., referred
to on February 17th (p. 294), has met with generous
support from manufacturers throughout the kingdom.
The whole of the third floor, comprising some 9,000
square feet, has been allocated to the medical section,
and this space has been arranged to accommodate 150
exhibitors. Up to the present time inquiries from British
manufacturers regarding the allocation of space have been
received from eighty-four different firms. We are informed
by the chairmnan of the Advisory Council, Dr. Alfred Cox,
that the eighty-four firms comprise: manufacturing
chemists, 21; dental, 5 ; hospital equipment, 7 * medico-
electric, 3 ; medicinal foods, 5 ; opticians, 12; surgical
appliances, 9 ; surgical dressings, 3; surgical instruments,
6 ; toilet requisites, 4 ; x-ray apparatus, 2 ; printers an(d
publishers, 7. The club premises will soon be open, and
will be available for the use of visitors in advance of the
formal opening of British Industries House. Any doctor,
on presentation of his card, will have free access, both to
the section and to the club, and the same facilities apply
to authorized representatives of nursing homes and similar
institutions in this country and over-seas.

Broadcasting and Contraceptives
Dr. H. D. BISHOP (medical officer of health for Guernsey)

writes under date February 19th: The B.B.C. last week
broadcast a resum6 of the discussion upon the Bill which
Lord Dawson sponsored in the House of Lords, for regu-
lating the sale of contraceptives. This broadcast must have
been heard by many thousands of children and adolescents,
whose natural curiosity was aroused, and who asked their
grown-ups what contraceptives were. Unfortunately now-
adays the days of innocence are short enough, and although
agreeing that mere ignorance is not always innocence, even
the most cynical of us must desire that children should be
protected from a premature knowledge of sexual matters
until it is necessary that they should be enlightened upon
them. I cannot believe that such a broadcast would not
be severely condemned by an overNvhelming majority of
the meinbers of the British Medical Association, and if this
be so I venture to hope that its leaders may see fit to
inform the B.B.C. that in such matters we have the right
to expect something better from it.

Vacancies
Notifications of offices vacant in universities, medical colleges,
and of vacant resident and other appointments at hospitals,
will be found at pages 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, and 56 of our
advertisement columns, and advertisements as to partner-
ships, assistantships, and locumtenencies at pages 54 and 55.
A short summary of vacant posts notified in the advertise-

ment columns appears in the Supplement at page 84.

 on 20 A
pril 2024 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.1.3817.413 on 3 M
arch 1934. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://www.bmj.com/

