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GUY NEVILLE STEPHEN, O.B.E.

M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., D.P.H.
Sub-Editor, Britisht Medical Joiirnial, 1903-18; Lieut.-Colonel

R.A.M.C., 1914-19
The death of Dr. G. N. Stephen at Bordighera, on April
11ith, removes the last survivor of three men of very
diverse gifts in whose hands the British Medical Journal
came to its full stature during the first two decades of this
century. C. Louis Taylor, Assistant Editor for nearly
twenty years, died in December, 1919; and Sir Dawson
Williams, Editor for thirty years, died in February, 1928.
Guy Stephen was appointed to the indoor editorial staff
in 1903 and retired at the end of 1918, after serving as
our special correspondent irL France throughout the period
of the war.
Guy Neville Stephen was born in 1858, the third son

of James Stephen, LL.1)., a county court judge. He
came of a family that has produced men and women dis-

tiniguished in law and letters
-for example, Sir James
FitzJames Stephen and Sir
Leslie Stephen, and in our
own time Sir Harry Stephen,

._ Sir Herbert Stephen, and
Virginia Woolf. From High-
gate School he went to
St. Bartholomew's Hospital,
qualifying with the diploma
of M.R.C.S. in 1881; in later
years he obtained the
L.R.C.P. and the D.P.H.

.A,..._ Immediately after qualifica-
tion he went to Paris as
private assistant to the late
Professor Brmwn-Sequard in
the physiological department
of the University, and

! ----- received the French decora-
tion of Officier de Santae in

18S2. In the following year he became a medical officer
under the Secretary of State for the Colonies, and in
1895 was tranisferred to the Foreign Office Medical Service,
from which he retired in 1903 to become Sub-Editor of
this Jou-rnal. His service abroad included the presidency
of a mu-nicipal commission in Cyprus, and the post of
M.O.H. and surgeon to the general hospital at Nicosia;
membership of a pla-gue commission set up by the Turkish
Government in Asia Minor; several years as senior colonial
surgeon at Gambia ; and a term of duty as surgeon to the
British, Swedish, and Norwegian Consulates at MarseillIes.
He was seconded for service with the R.A.M.C. diuring the
South African war, and recei'ved the Queen's medal with
five clasps.
In his early years of study anid practice Stephen pub-

lis'hed a few papers on clinical subjects in the Lancet and
in these columns, and he wrote A Brief Guide to the Uses
of Radio-Activity in General and Sp>ecialized Practice at
a time when the therapeutic possibilities of radium- were
reoeiving little attention. Among a number of other
interests which. he pursued -in the intervals of routine
editorial work, was hospital finance, and three articles
by him on this subject appeared in the Special Hospital
Number of the British Medical journal published on June
20th, 1908. Despite the handicap of increasing deafness,
he regularly attended the Anniual Meetings of the British
Medical Association,, and was a familiar figure in the
Sections arid at a;Ll so)cial funlctions. His was the fluenlt
but disciplinled pen of a practised writer and an accurate
thinker ; clear, straightforward English seemed to) come

to him by nature. Dull jobs irked him, but he tackled
them without complaint, and he often managed to enliven
with touches of dry humour an account of very ordinary
proceedings- Yet one had the feeling that Stephen, with
so much ability, never did full justice t1o himself in
medical journalism: the work as third of three in this
office was not al together congenial to a man of his age
and habit of mind; so much so, indeed, that the out-
break of war on August 4th, 1914, came to him as an
opportunity for putting uncommon talents and experience
to better use. On the recommendation of Sir Dawson
Williams he was quickly released by the Council for
service abroad, and the Director-General A.M.S., Sir
Arthur Sloggett, who already knew and trusted him,
found an iildeterminate post for Stephen at G.H.Q. and
elsewhere in France, with the rank of Lieut.-Colonel,
R.A.M.C. Thenceforward he travelled up and down the
lines of communication, visiting base hospitals, casualty
clearing stations, field ambulances, and regimental aid posts,
greeting everyone with a smile, never perturbed, always
observant and resourceful. The unobtrusive part he
played during those four years can be known to few now
living. It was a great advantage to British military
medicine and to this Journal that we had a special corre-
spondent moving freely about the Western theatre of
war, whose good faith and discretion could be relied on
absolutely. Stephen was at one and the same time a
writer of medical dispatches from the seat of wvar, and an
informal liaison officer between high administrative officers
of the Regular R.A.M.C. and scattered civilian doctors
holding temporary or territorial commissions. Besides
in-numnerable ujnsigned articles and notes appearing in
these columns he wrote the section on the Royal Army
Medical Corps and its work in the special supplement,
entitled " British Medicine in the Wrar," which the British
Medical Association published with Government approval
in 19717' He also contributed to the Journal of the Royal
United Service Institution " The Via Dolorosa of the
Soldier," " Boulogne as a Military Medical Base " and
"The work of the Italian and British Forces." His only
son was killed in the war.
With a shrewd and critical mind, and a temperament

not too favourably disposed towards fools or folly, Guy
Stephen had a kind and very loyal heart. He would go
far out of his way to help a friend, and make nothing
of a service that cost him much in time and thought and
trouble. H.

[The photograph reprodluced is by Raeburn, London.]

FRANK MORTIMER ROWLAND, C.B.E., M.D.
Lichfield

We regret to record the death, on April 13th, of Dr. F. M.
Rowland of Lichfield, at the age of 65. He was educated
at Repton and Caius College, Cambridge, graduating
M.B., B.Ch. in 1891, and proceeding M.D. six years. later.
After holding resident posts at the Royal Sussex County
Hospital and the Birmingham Infirmary he commenced
practice at Lichfield in 1893 as a partner of the late
Mr. H. M. Morgan. Among his public appoint-ments
were those of medical officer to the- Lichfield Institution,
to the Post Office, and to the police, and medical referee
under the Workmen.'s Compensation, Act and under the
Ministry of Pensions. He took great interest in the work
of the British Medical Association, was president of the
Staffordshire Branch in 1915, and chairman of the Walsall
and Lichfield Division in 1927-28; he was also an associate
member of the Birmingham Branch. Dr. Rowland was for
many years 2.contributor to our Epitome of Cuirrent Medical
Literature. In 1923 he was appointed to the Commission
of the Peace for Lichfiekl, was chairman of the Licensing
Bench, chairman of the Grammar Schoot governors and
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of the Lichfield Orthopaedic and After-Care Clinic, and
president of the Lichfield City Institute. He rendered
tintiring services on behalf of the wounded during the
war, and in 1916-19 was chairman of the Mid-Staffordshire
Local Medical War Committee. In December, 1917, he
was appointed county treasurer of the British Red Cross
Society, after serving as assistant county treasurer since
March, 1915. In view of the shortage of beds through-
out the country for the reception of the wounded at the
outbreak of the war he converted his drawing-room into
a ward, and from October, 1915, to February, 1919, he
organized a service of trailers for the conveyance of the
wounded from the railway station to the local hospitals.
In recognition of his war work he received the honour
of C.B.E.

Dr. F. G. LAYTON, honorary secretary of the Walsall
and Lichfield Division of the British Medical Association,
writes:
Frank Mortimer Rowland of Lichfield is dead, and

medicine in the Midlands is the poorer. For Rowland
stood for something which, unhappily, is in danger of
becoming extinct. He was an outstanding example of
that sort of doctor who was content to be-just a doctor;
which means, in practice, a very great deal more.
Modern vulgarity vexed him. The fussy interferences of
modem bureaucracy reduced him, as nearly as they could,
to something approaching profanity. He refused to
tolerate fools: particularly fools in office. Often was he
perplexed by the officialism which accompanies the
practice of medicine to-day; and he was exceedingly
candid about it. His professional life was spent in Lich-
field; and, as the years passed, he became ever more
and more a typical citizen of Lichfield. He loved the
place. He loved its churches. Particularly did he love
the old-world room where, year after year, men for-
gather from the ends of the earth to honour the memory
of Samuel Johnson: to smoke churchwarden pipes (a
difficult feat with modern tobacco; one which Rowland
never tried): to drink Lichfield punch (which Rowland
did, but only very delicately): to enjoy-or endure-
many speeches. All through his professional life he was
an active, energetic, and helpful member of the British
Medical Association, willing to do a great deal more than
just pull l1is weight. He was that highly desirable, and
not too common, person-the Man Who Will Always
Turn Up. His opinion on ethical questions was always
of the utmost value; for he could see all round a problem,
and believed very strongly in the sanctity of the Hippo-
cratic Oath. He will be sorely missed.

Dr. JOHN HENRY SALTER, who died on April 17th at
Tolleshunt d'Arcy, Essex, in his 91st year, was educated
at King's College, and obtained the diplomas of M.R.C.S.
Eng., and L.S.A., in 1864. He had served as medical
officer and public vaccinator for the Tollesbury District
and Fourth District of Lexden and Winstree, Admiralty
suirgeon and agent, medical referee to several well-known
insurance companies, and as president of the Colchester
Medical Society. He was a great sportsman, and was
said to be one of the best shots in the country. His
home was full of trophies of his shooting expeditions
abroad, mostly in Russia. He was a member of the
North-East Essex Division of the British Medical Associa-
tion, a Deputy-Lieutenant of Essex, and chairman of the
Witham bench of magistrates.

Dr. RICHARD E. THOMPSON of Tuam, co. Galway, died
on April 2nd after a long illness. He was the son of the
late Rev. M. N. Thompson, and was educated at
Carmichael College and the Royal College of Surgeons in

Ireland, taking the diplomas of L.R.C.P. and S. in 1889.
He had served as house-surgeon to the Tyrone County
Infirmrary and medical officer to the Glenties Union Hos-
pital, and was a civil surgeon in the South African war,
for which he received the Queen's and King's medals.
Settling at Tuam twenty-seven years ago, he built up a
large private practice, and was much beloved and re-
spected by the poor, to whom his professional services
were most willingly given. Dr. Thompson, who was a
member of the South Connaught Division of the British
Medical Association, was a prominent athlete in his
student days, having won the' gold cross for the heavy-
weight championship in Ireland and many prizes for
rowing as a member of the Pembroke Club. He had two
brothers-the late Sir Henry Neville Thompson and Dr.
Herbert C. Thompson of Stockport.

Medical News
The next reception of the Royal Society of Medicine

will be held at 1, Wimpole Street, W., on Friday, April
29th. The President and Mrs. Watts Eden will receive
Fellows and their friends at 8.30 p.m., and at 9.15 p.m.
Dr. G. Norman Meachan will give a lecture recital
entitled " Medical musicians."
The annual luncheon of the Irish Medical Schools' and

Graduates' Association will be held at the Criterion
Restaurant, London, at 1 o'clock on Wednesday, July 27th.

A meeting of the Medico-Legal Society will be held at
11, Chandos Street, W. 1, on Thursday, April 28th, at
8.30 p.m. Dr. J. Bright Banister will read a paper on
" The gynaecologist in the law courts ; a discussion will
follow.
At the meeting of the West London Medico-Chirurgical

Society to be held at the Rembrandt Hotel, Thurloe
Place, S.W., on Wednesday, May 4th, at 7.30 p.m., a
disbussion on " Excessive surgery" will be opened by Mr.
Hamblen Thomas, Dr. Geoffrey Evans, and Mr. Zachary
Cope.
The annual meeting of the Medical Mission Auxiliary of

the Church Missionary Society will be held at the Central
Hall, WVestminster, S.W., on Wednesday, May 4th. The
chair will be taken by Field-Marshal Sir Claud Jacob at
7 p.m., and the speakers will be: Dr. H. T. Holland
(Quetta, Baluchistan), Mrs. C. Bacon, M.B. (Kweilin,
Kwangsi-Hunan), and Dr. J. Howard Cook, secretary of
the medical committee. Tickets of admission may be
obtained from the superintendent, Loan Department,
Church Missionary Society, Salisbury Square, E.C.4.
There will be a small number of reserved seats at ls. each.
The next monthly clinical meeting for medical practi-

tioners will be given at the Hospital for Epilepsy and
Paralysis, Maida Vale, W.9, on Thursday, April 28th, at
3 o'clock, when Dr. Anthony Feiling (physician) will give
a demonstration. Tea will be provided, and it will be
a convenience if those intending to be present will notify
the secretary.
A conference on voluntary eugenic sterilization will be

held in the Caxton Hall, Westminster, on Monday,
May 23rd. At the morning session, with Sir Allan Powell
in the chair, medical and legal aspects of sterilization will
be discussed by Sir Thomas Horder, Dr. R. Langdon-
Down, and Mr. Cecil Binney, and sterilization in other
countries by Mrs. C. B. S. Hodson and Miss Hilda Pocock.
At the afternoon session, with Professor R. Ruggles Gates,
F.R.S., in the chair, social and moral aspects of steriliza-
tion will be discussed by Professor A. Ml. Carr-Saunders,
Mr. C. J. Bond, and others, and practical proposals by
Wing-Commander A. W. H. James, M.P., and Dr. C. P.
Blacker. An informal discussion will take place at
8.30 p.m., open to the general public, at which questions
on all aspects of this subject will be invited. Information
may be had from the conference secretary, 16, Mulberry
Walk, S.W.3.

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.1.3720.781-a on 23 A
pril 1932. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://www.bmj.com/

